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BROADCASTING

Regulator fines Channel 3
B500,000 for breast artist

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The broadcast regulator has ordered
Channel 3 to pay a 500,000 baht fine for
broadcasting a TV talent show which
featured a controversial breast-painting
act.

The TV channel was found to have
violated Section 37 of the Radio and
Television Broadcasting Act 2008, said
Gen Peerapong Manakit, chairman of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission’s (NBTC) sub-
committee which was looking into the
controversy.

As aresult, the TV channel is required
to pay afine 0f 500,000 baht for allowing
“inappropriate content’’ in Thailand's
Got Talent, the show which aired the
nudity, said Gen Peerapong.

He was speaking after talks yesterday
with Pravit Maleenont, the managing
director of BEC World Plc — the operator
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of TV Channel 3 —and Panya Nirunkul,
president of Workpoint Entertainment
Plc, which produces the show.

Both the broadcaster and the content
producer conceded that they both made
mistakes in allowing the show to be
aired and expressed their regrets, said
Gen Peerapong.

The NBTC did not decide to impose
a tougher punishment on them because
both parties had accepted responsibility
for the broadcast and were apologetic
about what had happened, he said.

The NBTC does not have the authority
to regulate Workpoint Entertainment
asitis not a concessionaire of the body,
he said.

However, Gen Peerapong said the
NBTC has instructed Channel 3 to strictly
abide by broadcasting laws and ensure
that such an incident will not occur
again, otherwise the channel could be
forced to suspend the show.
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ACCESS TO FREE-TO-AIR TV CHANNELS

NBTC TOLD TO EDUCATE CONSUMERS ON RIGHT TO SERVICE

Euro 2012 incident helps NBTC raise public awareness, pending new rules

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

he National Broadcasting and
T Telecommunications Com-

mission must educate gener-
al consumers to understand their
basic right to access broadcasting
services from all free-to-air TV
channels, academics and TV broad-
casters said yesterday.

The issue was addressed at a
roundtable discussion organised to
solve the problem of the non-avail-
ability of live Euro 2012 soccer
matches on some cable and satellite
TV networks.

Many local viewers have com-
plained that they could not watch
the live matches on free-to-air TV
‘channels carried over cable and
satellite since the tournamentbegan
early this month.

The NBTC organised the event

after the Confederation of Consumer
Organisations collected complaints
and submitted a request last week to
the NBTC to address this issue.

Somkiet Onwimon, a media aca-
demic, said the watchdog must take
this opportunity to raise public
awareness and understanding that
the mediaindustryisin astate of flux
while waiting for the new broad-
casting regulations.

Old broadcast technology is also
becoming outmoded with the boom
in satellite TV among households,
he said.

Pravit Maleenont, senior execu-
tive vice president and executive
director for the television business at
BEC Wotld, said his company has a
concession from MCOT to operate
ThaiTV3 for terrestrial analog
broadcasting, not for satellite broad-
casting,

Under this concession, the com-

pany has yet to be allowed to expand
its broadcasting network orto invest

in advanced technology.

“Consumers should understand
our limitations,” he said.

Boonyuen Siritham, chairman of
the Confederation of Consumer
Organisations, insisted that all
households must be allowed to
access all TV programmes from free-
TV channels without any limitation
on the platform, whether conven-
tional antennas or satellite dishes.

“This action might be considered

as an infringement of consumer:

rights,” he said.

However, Pravit, along with rep-
resentatives from the Army's TV5
and MCOT's Modernine TV, insist-
ed that broadcasters must respectall
copyrights, as media rights holders
are concentrating more on the
restrictions under international
copyright protection laws,

As an official broadcaster of live
matches of the Euro 2012 tourna-
ment, TV3 must observe its sub-
licensing deal with GMM Grammy
- which was awarded the local right
to broadeast live Euro 2012 match-
es — to show live Euro 2012 match-
es over the airwaves only.

COMMERCIAL PURPOSE

“The copyright of any world-class
sports tournament, including Euro
2012, is for commercial purposes,
not for charity,” he said.

The rights winner had to be the
bidder that proposed the best con-
ditions to the'rights owners. After
that, the rights distributor has to
seek sponsorship to offset its pay-
ment for such media rights.

Given this limitation, viewers
must understand that some content
is a(\ifailab]e for free but notall, Pravit
sald.
Dew Waratangtagoon, managing
director for platform strategy
at GMM Z, a broadcasting unit
of GMM Grammy, said the
company faced a deadline of May 1
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to report to Uefa the details of the
local broadcast partners and media
platforms for live broadcast of Euro
2012.

The company struck sub-licens-
ing deals for free-TV with TV3, TV5
and Modernine TV and rebroad-
casting contracts for other media
platforms with Cable Thai Holding,
DTV Service and GMM Z.

The company had been in talks
with TrueVisions on rebroadcasting
such programmes but both sides
failed to reach a satisfactory agree-
ment, he added.

NBTC member Supinya Klang-
narong said the NBTC would collect
all comments to use in drafting reg-
ulations for the broadcasting indus-
try, particularly regarding consumer
rights protection.

In the morning, Wichien Chup-

thaisong, secretary-general of the
King Prajadhipok Institute and a
member of the consumer rights
panel of the Senate committee on
human rights, rights and liberties,
and consumer protection, petitioned
the Administrative Court for an
urgent trial and a temporaryinjunc-
tion against blackouts of Euro 2012
broadcasts.

Wichien and fellow panel mem-
bers Surapong Manadeeprom,
Metha Lertpreechapakdi and Pra-
theep Sunthrarachun as well as
TrueVisions subscribers filed the
complaint against the NBTC for
letting the cable TV company display
a black sereen during the live soccer
matches.

There were two cases for the two
classes of victims - TrueVisions sub-
scribers and the people who had to
buy asatellite dish to watch the foot-
ball matches. They want the courtto
order the NBTC to act on those
involved in blocking the Euro 2012
signal.
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