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Headline: NBTC WORKING TO ENSURE SMOOTH FREQUENCY REALLOCATIONS

NBTC WORKING TO

ENSURE SMOOTH

FREQUENCY REALLOCATIONS

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

Despite the many challenges facing the reform of
the broadcasting industry, the regulator has high
hopes of kick-startingthereallocation of radio and
television frequencies in three years. .

“The upeoming transformation of the broad-
casting industry will possibly affect existing oper-
ators, but we will try our best to make it fair and
transparent forall parties,” Supinya Klangnarong,
a member of the National Broadcasting and
Telecorhmunications Commission, said yesterday.

The NBTC is meeting with all state broadcast-
ing outlets to explain that those holding radio and
TV frequencies must declare to the commission
the details of their use of the frequencies and their
reasons forholding them within 180 days, shesaid.

The watchdog is working on the details of the
law involving the qualifications of state outlets
holding radio and TV frequencies, particularly for
publicservice broadcasters, which will account for
20 per cent of both the radio and TV broadcast-
ing segments.

The NBTC s also considering determining the
share of commercial and community-based
licensees.

Thespectrum management master plan makes
itmandatoryforall state outletstoreturn theirfre-
quencies with expiration dates to the NBTC after
the end of the terms for reallocation. Thisincludes
frequencies granted by state enterprises to private
operators under concessions.

Supinya believes that commercial broadcast-
ing licences should make up about 50-60 per cent
of the total and the rest for community services.

News ID: C-120725003031 (25 Jul 12/06:10)

The NBTC might run into difficulties taking
back some frequericies for reallocation. There are

+ 526 AM and FM radio stations across the country,

besides the 6,601 registered community radio sta-
tions.

The state units operating radio stations are the
Public Relations Department (PRD) with 148 (60
AM and 88 FM), the Army with 127 (78 AM and
49 FM), MCOT with 62 (two AM and 60 FM), the
National Police with 44 (seven AM and 37 FM)
and the Air Force with 36 (18 AM and 18 FM sta-
tions). :

The state units running television stations
include the PRD with National Broadeasting
Television (NBT), the Army with terrestrial TV5
and satellite Thai Global Network (TGN), and the
Education Ministry with Education TV. The Army
has also granted a concession to Bangkok
Entertainment Television to operate terrestrial
Channel 7.

MCOT operates its own TV station called
Modernine TV and has granted concessions to
Bangkok Entertainment Co for free-to-air
ThaiTV3 and to TrueVisions for subscription-
based TV,

Supinyaadvised the state mediaunits to bewell
prepared for the changes coming up in the indus-
try from the future implementation of the broad-
casting master plan and spectrum reallocation.

The state agencies must ensure that they have
a good human-resource plan with their staff in
place for after they transfer their radio bands to
the watchdog, she added.

The NBTC willalso considerfurtherthe details
of remedies for those to be affected soon,, if
required.
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CAT to review
True contract

CAT Telecom board will today
consider its options on revis- -
ing its contracts with True
Corp on their partnership to
provide 3G cellular service; to

- make them comply with the

Frequency Allocation Law.
‘The state agency might
decide to revise six itemsiin
the contracts identified by the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), or it
could opt to scrap the con-
tracts and draft new ones, =
A CAT source said the board
was likely to prefer tocreate
new contracts and submit

‘them for Cabinet approval.

- The revisions became nec:
essary after the NBTC tele- |

-corm panel okayed the cone|u-

sions of its subcommittee
problng the legality of the™
% tracts that CAT had to e
ake them fully comply’ wigh &
Artlcle 46 (2) of the 2010
- Frequency Allocation Law,
According to its probe, CAT
does not to have complete |5 )
‘management control over its '
‘own 850-megahertz spec-
trum under the partnership.
The frequency law prohibits
NBTC licence holdets such as
CAT and TOT from allowing |
third parties to control their . |
‘spectrum management
CAT and True's two sub-
sidiaries, Real Future and Real
Move, signed deals last
_ January to forge the partner-
ship to provide 3G-850MHz
SBF‘VICE : ]
The CAT board will also dls~ 7
cuss another problem. BFKT =
installed 5,000 3G base sta-
tions for the network but
failed to comply with NBTC =
regulations requiring cellular

‘operator to hold apublic

hearing with locals. However,

. asource from True said the
firm had held the hearing in «
line with regulations. 1
| USANEE MONGKULPQRN. ‘
THENATION - O
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Headline: R’ Mong eyes migrant trade

Page(s): B10(Top Left)
PRValue (x3): 92,340
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R’ Mong eyes migrant trade

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

Media Infinity, the seller of R’ Ma brand
handsets, will resume marketing to pro-
mote what it bills as the country’s first
smartphones for the elderly after
suspending activities one month because
of malfunctioning phones.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
last month revoked the certification of
imported handsets from Media Infinity
and another 280 handset models from
other distributors due to the substandard
quality of the phones.

“The NBTC has approved imports of
the phones again,” said Surin
Amornchaechawankul, Media Infinity’s
managing director.

The company is recalling 300-500 R’
Ma Plus phones from its dealers to ship
them out of the country in compliance
with the NBTC order.

Itlaunched its R’ Mong brand yester-
day, priced at less than 1,000 baht and
aimed at migrant workers and people
over 60.

The R’ Mong handsets will serve five
languages — Thai, English, Lao, Khmer
and Burmese — in a bid to tap 3 million

News ID: C-120725001155 (25 Jul 12/06:11)
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The Burmese menu is shown on the R” Mong.

migrant workers in Thailand.

“This could pave the way to expansion
outside of Thailand next year,” said Mr
Surin.

He admitted the company could not
sell any R’ Ma phones last month.

“We're on the verge of introducing a
new marketing approach to restore cus-
tomer confidence.”

He said the company is preparing to
launch a tablet for children under the
Kor.kai brand, priced below 3,000 baht.

Media Infinity expects sales of 400
million baht this year, equal to last year,
thanks to fierce price competition.

Some 80% of total revenue will come
from sales of feature phones and the
rest from smartphones.
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