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Headline: Handset retailers charged

Clip: Full Color

Handset
retailers
charged

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission yesterday filed
criminal charges against 12 local mobile
retailers for failing to meet a deadline to
clarify their handset testing documents.

The NBTC on June 20 had sought clari-
fication within 30 days from 27 handset
distributors on their testing results due to
substandard phones.

The order came after the NBTC revoked
import permits for 280 Chinese handset
models covering 970,000 units after it found
their testing reports had not been issued
by authorised laboratories. However, only
15 firms supplied clarification to the NBTC.

In addition, certain documents purpor-
tedly attesting that some handsets had
been tested by authorised foreign labs to
qualify for import permits were fake.

The NBTC grants import permits to 16
million handsets each year.

To obtain a permit, distributors must
produce documents certifying their devices
comply with international standards.

Secretary-general Takorn Tantasit said
a conviction carries a jail sentence of six
months to five years and/or a fine of
1,000 to 10,000 baht.

The 12 firms being charged are All
Tech Marketing Co, Long Cheer Com-
munication Co, 10 Tech Technology, Micro
Telecom, Araya Bupasiri, Cool Computer
(Thailand), D Mobile (Thailand), TC Mobile
Phone, A Mobile World, L.B.L (2004), Best
King and Smile Phone Co.

In another development, the NBTC's
broadcasting committee yesterday rejected
an appeal from TrueVisions, the pay-TV
operator, for failing to pay a daily fine of
20,000 baht after its customers were
blocked from watching the 2012 European
Football Championship.

“If TrueVisions does not pay a total
fine of 500,000 baht within 30 days from
now, then we'll charge an additional 2%
on top of that,” said committee chairman
Col Natee Sukolrat.
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The Nation
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Headline: TRUEVISIONS SNUBBED IN BID FOR LENIENCY OVER EURO 2012

Clip: Black/White

TRUEVISIONS SNUBBED
IN BID FOR LENIENCY
OVER EURD 2012

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munication Commission (NBTC) has refused
TrueVisions’ petition to cancel the Bt500,000
fine for failing to broadcast the June 8-July 1 Euro
2012 soccer tournament as well as not delivering
on its promises to subscribers.

TrueVisions is claiming thatnot being.ﬁ‘ble to

broadcast the games was not!its fault because
GMM Grammy, the holder of the broadcast rights,
would notallow free-TV operators to transmit the
signal through satellite receivers.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the NBTC’s
broadcast committee, said yesterday that the rea-
sons offered by TrueVisions were insufficient, and
since it had refused to broadcast the soccer tour-
nament, it had to pay a daily fine of Bt20,000 for
the entire period of the games. \

Natee added that some 200 TrueVisions sub-
seribers had also filed complaints over the,blari%
screen shown by the operator instead of the soc
cer games, adding that it was up to the operator
to negotiate with the subscribers and come up
with proper solutions and remedial measures.

Oncethisissueis solved, Nateesaid, the NBTC
would implement the “must-carry” rule, which
aims to protect and guarantee people’s basic right
to access all free-to-air television content in the
Kingdom.

“The must-carry rule was agreed upon by the;
NBTC's broadcasting committee four months;
after itannounced the broadcasting master plan,*,
Natee said. \ | i

He added that there were 12 outstanding reg-|
ulatory drafts that required public hearings before
they are revised and submitted for NBTC
approval.

The drafts address igsues such as permits to
import, produce and distribute set-top boxes to
pay-TV operators; regulations and guidelines for
radio and TV broadcasters during emergencies or
disasters; guidelines and a code of ethies for
broadecasters; three regulations for changing the
analog system to digital; controlling set-top
boxes; and setting standards for providing ter-
restrial digital TV,

Natee said that in the next eight months, the
NBTC expects to complete all key broadeast reg-
ulations such as rules on governing licences for
digital terrestrial broadcasting as well as licences
for providers of infrastructure, networks and serv-
ices for digital terrestrial, cable and satellite TV
operators.
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Headline: CAT risks fines, suspension if too slow revising True 3G deals

CAT risks fines, suspension if
too slow revising True 3G deals

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

The telecom regulatof has threatened to fine
CAT Telecom or suspend [ts licence if it fails
to finish revising its controversial 3G cellular
contracts with True Corp within the next
couple of weeks,

A committee of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) has also extended the
deadline by one more month from last
month to complete its inguiry into whether
BFKT (Thailand)'s operation under this 3G
partnership breached Article 7 of the
Telecom Business Act.

Takorn Tantasit, secretary-general of the
NBTC, said yesterday that CAT was formally
warned in writing last Friday about its delay
in amending the contracts to comply with
the Frequency Allocation Law. It also
demancded that the state enterprise produce
the revised contracts within 15 days after
receiving the warning.

CAT still has a chance to inform the
watchdog about any difficulties in meeting
this 15-day deadline, but if it does not show
any progress, it may face punitive measures
starting with a daily fine of Bt20,000, going
up to a temporary revecation of its licence.

CAT chief executive officer Kitisak
Sriprasert said he believed his agency could
finish the contract revision before the end of
this month.

In late July, CAT said it would tell the reg-
ulator that it needed another month for fur-
ther talks with True on the joint contract
amendment, but Takorn said his effice had
hot received any formal request for more
time.

The NBTC's telecom committea issued
an order on June 20 for CAT to join True in
rewriting the contracts and gave CAT until
July 27 to report on the progress.

This followed the ruling by the NBTC's
telecom committee in June that CAT had to
make the contracts comply fully with
Article 46 (2) of the Frequency Allocation
Law. Its probe found that CAT appeared not
 to possess complete management control
over its 850-megahertz spectrum used for
the partnership. The article prohibits NBTC
licence holders such as CAT and TOT from
allowing third parties to take control of
their freguencies.

CAT and True have still been talking on
the joint contract revision, CAT could opt to

fix the six problem items in the contracts

identified by the NBTC, or it could choose to
scrap the contracts altogether and draw up
new ones for True,

CAT and True's subsidiaries Real Future
and Real Move signed the deals in January
2011 to forge a partnership to provide a
third-generation cellular service on the
850MHz spectrum. BEKT (Thailand) of Real
Future has leased 3G equipment to CAT for

3G bandwidth, wholesale and resale, CAT

has offered the 3G bandwidth to Real Move
to provide the service. .
The deals have provoked criticism and a

series of probes by state authorities over

their doubtful legality.

The NBTC's telecom committee also
assigned another panel te look into whether
BFKT's eperation under the 3G partnership
breaches Article 7 of the Telecom Business
Act. The article says those operating a tele-
com business must have NBTC licences,
otherwise they may be subject to a fine or
imprisonment under Article 67 of the tele- .
com law. :

In & separate case involving the alleged
Lise of fake documents to seek import per-
mits for a combined 280 mabile-phone
models, the NBTC will file police complaints
against the 12 companies out of a total of 27
that have yet to respond to a request for
clarification.

The other 15 have provided their explana-
tions but the watchdog is still examining
them and will ask for more documents.

The NBTC orcdered these 27 companies
tomake a clarification within 30 days from
June 30.

Companies that want to import mobile
devices need a permit from the NBTC. To

« obtain this, they must produce a document

certifying that the device complies with
international standards. Such documents
are issued by internationally certified testing
labs to the manufacturers. The NBTC
recently found that the details of some doc-

- uments did not match those of the labs, and

some labs even said they never issued cer-
tificates for some of the models in question.
Some importers told the regulator they
had no idea whether the documents were
false since they were pravided by the
manufacturers. ,
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LET’S GO OUT

CONFERENCE

ITmeeting

Plaza Athenee Hotel

Witthayu Road

Nov18-21

4 The “19th ITS Biennial Conference
2012” organised by the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission is a good place for exchange of
knowledge and views on the telecom-
munications business aswell as issues
related to economy, law, management
and compliance at both the localand
regional level. Presentwill be experts,
academics, researchers fromvarious
sectors of industry, public and private
educational institutes, manufacturers
and service providers, the media and
international firms.

+ For moreinformation, email
contact@its2012bangkok.com or visit
www.its2012bangkok.com.

FORUM

Tourismforum

Landmark Hotel, Sukhumvit Road

Aug 30,9am-4.30pm

4 The Tourism Technology Association,
the Ministry of Tourism and Sports, the
Asean Tourism Association and the Tour-
ism Authority of Thailand host the “Asia
Pacific Digital Travel Forum” which fea-
tures senior policy makers from the
region, including some of the world’s
leading online travel gurus from Expedia,
Agoda, TripAdvisor, AirAsia and Wego.
This is an opportunity to forge long-
termrelationships with travel operators
acrosstheregion.

+ To register and obtain more details,
visit www.digitaltravelforum.com.

WORKSHOP

Taichi

Yoga Elements Studio

23rd floor, Vanissa Building, Soi Chidlom
Septlatl1.30pm

4+ A Western tai chi exponent will conduct
aworkshop and demonstrate how to
relaxwhile performing the martial art
aswell as techniques used to open the
chisystem. Lasting 90 minutes, the

News ID: C-120821001098 (21 Aug 12/05:51)

¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

workshopissplitinto three sessions.
The first focuses on warm-up techniques
to soften the joints of the body, the
second is about exercises to feel chiand
learn how tai chi relaxes the body and
mind, and the third is a simple but strong
chi gong exercise to force chi through
the body and highlight blockages.

+ Call 02-655-5671, 086-014-4050 or visit
www.yogaelements.com.

TRIP

Krabi

Oct14-16

+ Siam Societyis organising a field trip
to Krabi, led by its longtime resident
Geoffrey Longfellowwho speaks the local
dialect fluently, and will be pointing out
the culture and natural beauty of Krabi
away from the coastal tourist centres.
The trip will focus on the province’s
annual Hungry Ghosts and Vegetarian
festivals that reflect the local people’s
understanding and respect for their
ancestors. Unlike similar festivals in Phu-
ketand elsewhere in the South thatare
known to outsiders, few are aware of
the Krabi segment. The trip will take
visitors to ancient temples and sites of
spectacular natural beauty such as Ao
Nangand Hat Noppharat Thara and the
Su-san Hoi shell cemetery.

4 The feeis 11,500 baht (9,500 for mem-
bers). Call Ekkarin on 02-661-6470—7.

CONTEST

Beauties in wheelchairs

Royal Park Plaza, Paradise Park
Srinakarin Road

Tomorrow, 1.30-4.30pm

4+ The public is invited to the final round
of “Miss Wheelchair Thailand 2012"
beauty pageant in which the 12 finalists
will appear before a panel of judges and
required to answer the same set of ques-
tions. The winner will receive a crown
and take home prizes worth 70,000 baht,
the first and second runners-up receive
50,000 and 30,000 baht, respectively. The
judges will also vote for a Miss Photogenic
and a Miss Congeniality with prizes worth
10,000 and 5,000 baht, respectively.

+ Call 02-931-3006.
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