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Headline: NBTC mulls temporary licences

2G0RNOT 26
NBTC mulls issuing temporary second-generation

licences for True Move and Digital Phone. B6

NBTC mulls temporary licences

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
may issue temporary licences to allow
two mobile companies to continue their
existing second-generation (2G) service
after their concessions expire.

The concessions of True Move and
Digital Phone Co (DPC) under CAT Tele-
com on the 1800-megahertz frequency
are due to expire next September.

Advanced Info Service's concession
under TOT will end in 2015 and DTAC’s
concession under CAT in 2018.

Third-ranked True Move has 17 mil-
lion subscribers, while DPC has 80,000
users.

Both TOT and CAT want to retain
their rights to use the frequencies after
the concessionaires return them.

Under the NBTC master plan con-
cerning spectrum management, all state

agencies must hand over their spectra
to the NBTC for reallocation once their
concessions expire.

The NBTC is worried the gap between
the frequency return and customer
transfers may result in service disrup-
tions.

Commissioner Prawit Leesathaporn-
wongsa said a proposal to issue tem-
porary licences will soon be submitted
to the NBTC'’s telecom committee for
consideration.

It will raise the issue of asking CAT to
return their spectra immediately to the
NBTC after the concessions of their con-
cessionaires expire, Dr Prawit told a sem-
inar yesterday on how to protect con-
sumers when the concessions end.

He said if the board rejects the tem-
porary licence idea, then legal disputes
will likely ensue.

Dr Prawit said despite it being difficult
in practice, the NBTC needs to hold an

auction for the 1800-MHz licences imme-
diately after True Move and DPC'’s con-
cessions expire next year.

The NBTC has set up a committee to
outline a strategic plan to deal with the
expiring concessions and expects to com-
plete it this year.

Suphakit Vuntanadit, True Move's
chief marketing officer, said the firm
wants to see a clear resolution soon,
especially over the issue concerning exist-
ing mobile service continuity manage-
ment after its concession expires.

He also urged the NBTC to ask the
clearing house for mobile number port-
ability to enhance its capacity to handle
more customers wanting to shift to other
numbers.

The clearing house currently limits
transfers to a maximum of 4,000 numbers
a day, while up to 40,000 people have
requested changing their mobile service
to True Move's system, said Mr Suphakit.
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POST-CONCESSION PLAN FOR
CELLULAR SUBSCRIBERS URGED

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

Representatives of consumer groups
and telecom operatorsyesterday urged
the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission to
finalise the details soon on how
mobile-phone subscribers will be
taken care of after the private cellular
concessions expire.

They pressed thisissue atan NBTC
public forum on the topic.

NBTC commissioner Prawit Lee-
satapornwongsasaid itunderstood the
urgency oftheissue and had set up the
panel to draw up a plan to deal with
the approaching expiry of TrueMove's
and Digital Phone Co's coneessions in
September next year. The panel is to
complete the plan next month.

He added that the NBTC might
need to devise an interim solution on
the issue but such a measure must not
contravene any laws or regulations.

TrueMove executive Supakit
Vuntanadit said the NBTC had to tell
consumerssoon whatit planned todo.
As things stand, nobody can tell what
will happen on the day the concession
ends.

The TrueMove and DPC conces-
sions under CAT Telecom will end on
September 15, 2013. Currently they
serve a total of more than 17 million
subscribers. The CAT concession of
Total Access Communication (DTAC)
will expire on September 15,2018, and
the Advanced Info Service concession
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under TOT on March 26, 2015.

A CAT representative said the
NBTCshould allow the state agencyto
keepthe1,800-megahertzspectrumto
continue to serve TrueMove and DPC
subseribers for a certain period after
the concessions end, instead of hand-
ing over the spectrum to NBTC for
reallocation. ;

Earlier NBTC commissioner
Suthiphon Taveechaiyagarn said the
watchdog had considered allowing
CAT to use the 1,800MHz spectrum
toserve TrueMove and DPC customers
for about five years after the conces-
sions end to prevent service disrup-
tion. Currently both companies use
bands of that spectrum to provide cel-
lular service.

Underthe NBTC master plan, both
state telecom agencies have to hand
over their spectra for reallocation by
the commission after the concessions
expire.

A representative of a consumer
group expressed concern on the low
capacity for mobile-phone number
portability, which allows usersto trans-
fer their numbers to a new network if
they switch providers.

The low capacity means it would
take a decade for all 17 million
TrueMove and DPC customers to
switch to other networks.

Fivetelecom operatorsjointlysetup
Clearinghouse Co in 2010 to handle
thenumber-portability service, which
currently can transfer 2,500 numbers
per day per operator.
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