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FUND FOR R&D UNDER NBTC

SATELLITE FIRMS OPPOSE PAYMENT

Bid to end 2% contribution, say their operations non-frequency businesses

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION .

he  Satellite = Television
I Association of Thailand has
told the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunication
Commission that satellite-TV oper-
ators should not have to pay 2 per
centofgross revenue toits Universal
Service Obligation fund.
STAT lodged a petition on the
matter with the NBTC yesterday.
The USO fund is for research and
development into broadcasting and

telecommunication services, over-
seen by the NBTC. Under the draft
regulations for the commission’s
broadeasting licences, digital terres-
trial, satellite and cable TV operators

considered national resources limit-
ed to the public interest.

Satellite and cable TV operators
are supposed to be categorised as
non-frequency-use businesses, so
they should not have to pay into this
fund, STAT argues. If they are
required to do so, they should pay in
accordance withtheiraudience pen-
etration.

Nation Broadcasting Corp presi-
dent Adisak Limprungpatanakij said
the NBTC sho_ul}zl draw up separate
regulations for satellite TV opera-
tors and other broadcasters.

Adisak explained that the satellite
TV business currently was mixed
between free-to-air and subscrip-
tion-based operations.

To make things clear-cut, the

will have to pay at least 2 per cent of NBTCshould design another licence

theirannual gross revenue to support
the fund.

STAT president Nipon Nak-
sompop said members of the associ-
ation had understood that only dig-

dtal terrestrial TV broadcasters
would have to payinto the USO fund
astheir operations will use radio and
television frequencies, which are

News ID: C-120907003036 (7 Sep 12/06:03)
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for free-to-air satellite T'V operators,
separate from licences for satellite
TV operators offering pay-~TV serv-
ice, he said,

Supinya Klangnarong, amember
of the NBTC broadeasting commit-
tee, said the commission would dis-
cuss the issue with members of the
committee on Monday.
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CABINET TO STUDY CAT, TOT PLANS

SIRIVISH TOOMBUM
 THENATION

The Information and Communications
Technology Ministry is expected to submit
the business plans of TOT and CAT
Telecom to the State Enterprise Policy
Committee next Wednesday and to the
Cabinet some time this month.

If approved by the Cabinet, TOT and
CAT will flesh out the plans, ICT Minister
Anudith Nakornthap said yesterday.

They are the business plans for both to

survive after the private concessions
end, of which parts of the plans is that
they aimed to be come the network
providers.

CAT and TOT are expected to set up
Tower Co business units next month to

 lease out their networks as part of their
plans to become telecom network
providers.

The plans are critical for their survival
after their cellular concessions to private
providers expire in the near future.

However, CAT is still in arbitration over
telecom network ownership, It is in talks

“with Digital Phone Co (DPC), Total Access
Communication (DTAC) and TrueMove to

News ID: C-120907003101 (7 Sep 12/06:15)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

solve the dispute. The negotiations sho "

signs of progress, Anudith said. DPC hag
transferréd only 180 base stations nation=
wideto CAT out ofits total of 2,000, while
DTAC has transferred just 1,100 out of
12,000. TrueMove has yet to transfer any
ofits 8,000 base stations.

The concessions of DPC and TrueMove
end in September next year and DTAC's in
2018.

Their detailed business plans must serve
the government’s policy of promoting equal
broadband access and support infrastruc-
ture sharing by all telecom operators to
save on network investment, he said.

The infrastructure-sharing picture will
be clearer when the bid winners of the 2.1-

igahertz spectrum bands start setting up
Eﬁeir third-generation telecom networks,
astheywill also utilise existing state-agency
networks to speed up the work.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommuniecations Commission will
open bidding for the spectrumion October
16. The watchdog has also drafted regula-
tions to promote infrastructure sharing
between incumbent operators and future
3G licence holders to enstire quick deploy-
ment of the wireless-broadband networks.
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