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Technical glitch at practice
as bidders hold their breath

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The three bidders participating in next
week’s auction for 3G broadband spectra
are anxious about the pending court case,
and a technical glitch during a practice
session yesterday did nothing to ease their
jitters.

The three qualified applicants bidding
in the 3G auction, set to take place on
Tuesday, are Advanced Wireless Network
(AWN), a subsidiary of the country’s largest
mobile operator Advanced Info Service;
DTAC Network, a subsidiary of Total Access
Communication; and Real Future, a sub-
sidiary of True Corporation.

Representatives of the three bidding
firms will join a mock-up auction today

after attending an auction theory seminar
yesterday at the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission's
(NBTC) head office.

The bidders are closely monitoring the
Administrative Court’s hearings on liti-
gation by telecom analyst Anuparp Thi-
ralarp and the Consumer Rights Protection
Association asking for a suspension of
the auction.

After a technical problem during the
bidding practice yesterday, bidders urged
the NBTC to prepare a back-up plan to
deal with any unexpected incidents.

The NBTC set up three rooms for each
bidder plus another back-up room. It
declared Oct 16 a holiday for its staff not
needed for the auction.

Col Settapong Malisuwan, chairman
of the NBTC's telecommunications com-
mittee, said he personally believes the
court will allow the auction.

He stressed that Thailand can no longer
afford to delay the 3G auction. The country
is desperately in need of a high-speed
wireless broadband infrastructure to
increase national competitiveness and nar-
row the digital divide.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasit
said the three bidders already sent the
names of their representatives who will
attend the auction. No more than 10 people
are allowed inside each auction room.

AWN and Real Future will send 10
people to the auction, while DTAC Network
will send seven.

T

v 3

o e

Representatives take part in yesterday’s practice 3G auction, which was marred by a technical problem.
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Headline: Court puts off 3G auction ruling, regulator firm on pressing ahead

TELECOMS

Court puts off 3G auction ruling,
regulator firm on pressing ahead

NATTAYA CHETCHOTIROS

The frequency regulatory body is deter-
mined to push ahead with the 3G spec-
trum auction despite the litigation threat
that could put the brakes on it.

Suthiphon Thaveechaiyagarn, the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) com-
missioner, told the Bangkok Post the
NBTC was waiting for the court’s ruling
on whether to issue an injunction —
initially expected vesterday.

However, the ruling is now expected
to be made on Monday.

Mr Suthiphon said if the court throws
out the request for an injunction by
telecom analyst Anuparp Thiralarp and
the Consumer Rights Protection Asso-
ciation, it will force other potential
petitioners to review their petitions.

A dismissal of the request would enable
the auction to proceed as planned on
Tuesday.

He said the NBTC has considered
counter-suing Mr Anuparp over what it
believes is an ulterior motive in seeking
to stifle the auction if the Administrative
Court dismisses the petition on Monday.

Mr Suthiphon said Mr Anuparp should

www.ignewsclip.com

have pursued court action back in August
when the auction was announced.

Rebutting criticism the auction has
attracted too few bidders, he explained
legal restrictions made it possible for
only three firms to enter the race.

The three qualified bidders are
Advanced Wireless
Network, a subsid-
iary of Advanced
Info Service; DTAC
Network, a subsid-
iary of Total Access
Communication;
and Real Future, a
subsidiary of True
Corporation.

Mr Suthiphon
also  dismissed
criticism from
Somkiat  Tang-
kitvanich, president of the Thailand
Development Research Institute, that
the reserve price of each of nine spectrum
slots put up for auction worth 4.5 billion
baht was too low. Each slot contains
five megahertz of bandwidth.

The commissioner said a NBTC-
commissioned study by economics experts
at Chulalongkorn University estimated

b

Suthiphon: Regulator
mulling counter-suit

News ID: C-121013001003 (13 Oct 12/06:07)
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the value of each slot at 6.4 billion baht.

However, the study suggested the
NBTC set the reserve price of each slot
at 67% of the actual value of 6.4 billion
baht, or 4.3 billion baht.

The study put forth the 67% figure
which was realistic and would attract
interested buyers.

Mr Suthiphon said in fact, the
4.5-billion-baht price tag was even higher
than the study-suggested reserve price.

If the price was set too high, the auction
might not draw any bidders. If the country
continues without the 3G system any
longer, it could amount to losses of up
to 70 billion baht a year, he said.

Meanwhile, a civil group coalition will
next week lodge a petition with the
Administrative Court seeking the auct-
ion’s suspension, said Suriyasai Katasila,
coordinator for the Green Politics group.

Mr Suriyasai said the coalition will
also ask the Administrative Court to order
the NBTC to raise the reserve price.

He said the coalition does not oppose
the auction per se but if it is to take
place it must proceed transparently and
leave no room for price collusion.

The petition will be filed on Monday,
on the eve of bidding day, he said.
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Headline: Bidders air concerns an 3G-auction system’s reliability

Given that it will be the first 2.1-gigahertz (GHz) spectrum
auction in Thailand, most of the questions asked by the
i three bidders yesterday ina meeting with the industry
| watchdog about bidding details focused on the auction

system's reliability and the back-up plan should anything go

. wrong. The auction is to be held Tuesday. .
_ The National Broadeasting and Telecormmunications
Commission (NBTC) met with representatives of the three
bidders = Advanced Info Service (AlS)'s Advanced Wireless
Network; Total Access Communication (DTAC)'s DTAC
Network; and True Corp's Real Future - yesterday to explain
| to them the'auction details. The watchdog has kept to its
its head and the threat of more cases to come. Fhtie
.. NBTC secretary-general Takern Tantasit said yesterday.

| pre-auction schedule, unfazed by court cases hanging over:

woulld accept a petition from telecom scholar Anupap
Tiralap submitted on Thursday, seeking a court order to
suspend the auction. Three similar cases against the
auction have already been filed at the court, which will take
them all into consideration before: making any decision,
Takorn added., ; ‘
. The NBTC will hold a mock auction today ahead of

Tuesday's bidding. Well-known activist Suriyasai Katasila. '
- and 10 consumer organisations are reportedly expected to.

Cjointly seek the court's order on Monday to suspend the
auction, citing what they view as a too-low reserve price of
Bt4.5 billion per spectrum slot. Anupap wants the NETC to
suspend the auction, pending the complete issuance of key
measlires to bring optimal benefits to the population.

‘Most of the bidders' guestions yesterday concerned what

- would happen if an error ceccurred during the auction;

. whether the NBTC has a manual back-up system; whether =

 the system would record the bid results in all rounds; and
‘whether representatives would be permitted to bring in
thumb drives to tecord the results as evidence in case
something goes wrong. They also asked what would happen
if they placed a bid but the system failed to display their

‘bids in the control room. Some asked what would happen if

 the clocks 'maifun::ctipnet'!. given that each of them will have

News ID: C-121013003007 (13 Oct 12/08:03)
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| Earlier, the watchdog sald it planned to seal the US
, _ - slots in computers in the bid rooms for security reasens.
 that the Central Administrative Court had yet to decide if it

'shareholders and strategic partners of AlS, DTAC and Tﬁb’e_-.*--"

' Singapore's state investment arm Temasek Holdings, are‘:-yﬁ _:

‘Bidders air concerns on 36-auction system’s reliability

only 30 minutes to deliberate before placing ‘each bid. They

' alsoasked about provisions for making an appeal if they
' placed a bid but the system failed to show it, making:it

hecessary to prove later that the bid had in fact been .

. placed,.

representative of the auction software service provider,
Power Auctions, offered assurances to the bidders, saying
the company. has managed the successful design and
execution of more than 100 atctions worldwide.

The NBTC yesterday said it would provide bidders with
thumb drives to record the bid restilts and would have staff |

on hand to infortn them in their bid rooms five minutes

before the 30-minute time limit for making a bid ex .lre_s.t b
portii

The representatives of Advanced Wireless at the meeting |
were |ed by AlS vice chairman Somprasong Boonyachai,
AlS chief executive officer Wichien Mektrakarn, and AIS.
chief financial officer Pong-amorn Nimpoonsawat.

Those from DTAC Network were |ed by DTAC chairman
Boonchai Bencharongkul, DTAC CEQ Jon Eddy Abdullah
and DTAC chief corporate affairs officer Darmp Sukontasap.
Those frorm Real Future were led by True CEO Suphachai

Chearavanont, True vice chairman Athueck Asvanund and: |
- True CFO Noppadol Dej<udom. The three bidders also
‘brought their own auction consultants to the meeting.

Advanced Wireless will send 10 representatives, of whom:
three are Singaporean, to join the bid on October 16, while
DTAC Netwark will send seven, of whom five are foreign

execltives, Real Future will send 10 representatives.

Among those present will be representatives of

Cedar Holdings and Aspen Holdings, controlled by

major shareholders of InTouch, parent of AlS. InTouch's
director from Temasek, Boon Swan Foo, will also attend the
bid with AlS representatives. Norway's Telenor is DTAC's
strategic partner, while Charoen Pokphand group is the
parent of True. | i Ghanch

_ USANEE MONGKOLPORN, THE NATION
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BROADCASTING

NBTC won’t wade
into Sorayuth row

NATTAYA CHETCHOTIROS

The National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) has
decided not to wade into the
Sorayuth Suthassanachinda
scandal, calling it an ethical
grey area.

The agency will not inter-
vene or pressure Channel 3
to take action in the wake of
embezzlement allegations
against news anchor Sorayuth, said NBTC
member Supinya Klangnarong.

The National Anti-Corruption Com-
mission (NACC) has voted to indict
Sorayuth for allegedly accepting adver-
tising money greater than the amount
his company signed in its contract with
Mcot Plc.

Pressure has been mounting for Chan-
nel 3 and advertisers who support his
programmes to withdraw ads after Sora-
yuth refused to step aside.

“For the allegation, Mr Sorayuth will
have to prove his case,” Ms Supinya
said. “For the question of ethics, it falls
into a grey area.

“It depends on Mr Sorayuth if he
wants to quit to uphold ethical obliga-
tions. The NBTC can’t intervene and it
can’t force Channel 3 to take any action
either,” she said.

Ms Supinya was speaking following
her visit to Channel 3 to discuss problems
with the broadcasting media, especially
dramatisation of certain news stories
and possible violations of rights and
privacy.
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Sorayuth: Will stay
on the air for now

Ms Supinya is the chair of
the NBTC’s sub-committee
tasked with promoting self-
governing duties in broadcast
journalism.

She said Channel 3 execu-
tives do not see that Sorayuth
has done anything wrong and
they have confidence in the
self-governing system.

She said the meeting with
Channel 3 executives did not
focus on Sorayuth.

The commission expects to finalise
the professional ethics framework by
the end of this year.

The proposed framework is unlikely
to be imposed as a law to avoid criticism
and possible abuse.

“We don’t want to impose a law,”
she said. “We could be criticised for
using it as an intimidation tool and it
can open the door to abuse of authority.

“The framework in question seeks to
create the principles of responsible stand-
ards of broadcasting journalism,” Ms
Supinya said.

She admitted that if the professional
councils fail to impose self regulation,
the NBTC would be under pressure to
step in.

She said “co-regulation” is being con-
sidered. Public broadcasters may be
required to comply with the NBTC's
guidelines as part of the granting of oper-
ating licences, she added.

Ms Supinya said the commission will
intensify control on disguised advertising
which is more rampant on cable tele-
vision programmes than free television.
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