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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
WE WELCOME YOUR VIEWS ON ANYTHING NEWSWORTHY.

Please include your name and address on your letters to the editor. We reserve the right to edit all letters for clarity, content
and length. Send your views to: The Nation, Letters to the Editor, 1854 Bang Na-Trat Road, Bang Na, Bangkok 10260,

Tourism minister’s
remarks about rape
victim are woeful

Ref: “Blocking of Krabi video consid-
ered’, News, Saturday.

[t is so unbecoming of Thailand’s
tourism minister to come out and
declare that the incident in Krabi —

, in which a 19-year-old Dutch tourist
was assaulted and raped, which took
local police a full month to arrest the
suspect, who was afterward granted
bail almost immediately - may not
be considered rape.

Tourism Minister Chumpol
Silapa-archa should be reminded of
another case in Chiang Mai in 2000,
in which British tourist Kirsty Jones
was raped and murdered in a guest-
house. The murderer is still at large.
What the Thai police said concern-
ing the victim was along the same
line - consensual guilt.

Or better yet, take the example of
what just happened in Chiang Mai,
in which a Chinese tourist had her
camera snatched from her shoulder
in broad daylight at a crowded mar-
ketplace. Should the tourist be
blamed for inducing the robber?

Ifthe tourism situation in our
country is what it is today, what do
we have a tourism minister for?
VINT CHAVALA
LAMPHUN

No collusion needed
because of NBTC
‘incompetence’

The Ombudsman will ask the

Administrative Court to determine if

the 3G auction was conducted in a
free and fair manner, which says that
distribution of frequencies must
maximise benefits to the public and
be carried out with public participa-
tion.

I agree with the Ombudsman that
the auction failed to generate gen-
uine price competition because two
of the three firms did not increase
their bids. However, I agree with
Colonel Settapong Malisuwan, chair
of the NBTC's telecom committee,
that no collusion took place - for in a

one-horse race, who needs to col-
lude?

And a one-horse race is essential-
ly what we had, for the NBTC’s com-
petence was such that we had three
bidders for three basically identical
prizes, and no bidder could win more
than 15 megahertz of spectrum, with
atotal of 45MHz up for grabs.

The NBTC should have required
that the number of bidders be
greater than the number of awards
available, and/or made the awards
significantly unequal in value. If
doing so would mean that, for exam-
ple, foreigners would hold a majority
of'a given bidder, then the NBTC
should have protected against specif-
ic acts that would damage national
interests while allowing ownership
to be nationality-blind.

Find new and competent NBTC
members, insulate them from politi-
cal interference and re-hold the auc-
tion. Since so much time’s been lost
on 3G and there’s no technological
reason requiring 3G before moving
up to 4G, let’s leapfrog to 4G.

BURIN KANTABUTRA
BANGKOK

Several claims that
warrant debate ...

Ref: ‘Abhisit a drafl dodger? Yes, and
Obama’s a communist’, Letters, yes-
terday.

Lung Kip seems to be highly agi-
tated by the decision to strip Abhisit
Vejjajiva of his military rank for
dodging the draft, because he makes
a series of claims that deserve to be
challenged.

Firstly, likening this ruling to the
oceasional accusations by cranks that
President Obama is not American, is
a communist and a Muslim is ludi-
crous - no evidence has so far been
unearthed to substantiate these
claims, whilst evidence of wrongdo-
ing in Abhisit’s case is plainly evi-
dent.

The writer’s claim that stripping
Abhisit of his military rank is a
“cheap shot™ has more substance, but
the ruling could be seen as an exam-
ple of “chickens coming home to
roost”. During Abhisit’s administra-
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tion, hundreds of red-shirt support-
ers were jailed for months without
charges being brought, and he cer-
tainly did not attempt to stop a vast
increase in lese majeste accusations,
many of them lodged on the basis of
flimsy or non-existent evidence,

I also doubt the basis of the
writer’s claim that Thaksin is alraid
of Abhisit - why should he be?
Abhisit has never won an election,
and he and his party lag significantly
behind Pheu Thai Party in virtually
every poll, with PM Yingluck consis-
tently scoring higher on popular
approval and support.

Furthermore, the statement that
her government is Thailand’s “dirti-
est ever” can quickly be dispelled by a
reference to history books, at least
the factual and objective ones.

As for “the communist dream of
the world being a fairer and more
equitable place”, well, yes, but it was
only a dream, especially for countries
that have had the misfortune of
being subjected to communist rule -
remember the joy across eastern
Europe when the Iron Curtain finally
collapsed?

ROBIN GRANT
BANGKOK

Romney was a rabid
liberal, heaven forbid

The Republicans did not lose the US
election because of constituencies or
demographics. Neither is Barack
Obama the problem. We are!
Abortion is. Public schools are. A
rotting pop culture is. Modernism in
the Catholic Church is. Divorce and
homosexual “marriage” are. Obama
has been re-elected simply because
America, like any nation, will always
only get the leaders she deserves. We
told God to go to hell a long time ago,
and God is now allowing us to see
what life is like without Him.
America is a Christian nation,
and our help is in the name of the
Lord - not electoral politics. Out of
fear and sheer desperation, most
Americans threw their hats in the
ring for a Mormon, big govern-
ment-backing, sometimes pro-life,
moderately pro-gay rights candi-
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date. Even by John F Kennedy's
standards, Mitt Romney is a rabid
liberal who would not have altered
the course for America.

We need something more. Much
more! Two thousand years ago a lone
soldier with his metaphorical
armour shining beneath the moon,
galloped through the land. Where
hooves thundered, the ground
became alive with sprouts and ten-
drils, and bare trees started to bud,
and grasses to blossom, the power of
nature exploding into life. This sol-
dier was able to rally the people to
rediscover what is best in men. Today
we need that soldier once more to
inspire the masses to defend what
was, and the dream of what could be,
once more.

PAUL KOKOSKI
HAMILTON, CANADA

Nuclear disarmament
should be top priority

The multipolar, global nuclear
order faces an unprecedented array
of daunting challenges, ranging
from Iran and Syria’s non-compli-
ance to Israel’s contentious bullyrag
isolationism to the perceived threat
of misguided cyber-terrorism. In
my never humble opinion, the dan-
gers posed by the retention and
proliferation of nuclear weapon
stockpiles far outweigh any conceiv
able positive contribution to securi-
ty they might offer. Recognising
that chemical, biological, atomic
and nuclear weapons of mass
destruction are not only the most
indiscriminately inhumane and
morally offensive ever invented, anc
also the only ones capable of
destroying life on our endangered
planet as we know it, achieving uni-
versal nuclear disarmament should
rank as our most urgent, No 1 prior
ity.
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Fiven that scattered around the
globe are at least 1,600 tonnes of
highly enriched uranium and 500
tonnes of plutonium, enough to
produce 126,000 nuclear weapons,
available to the highest anonymous
rogue bidder, the next generation of
future scientists, geologists, engi-
neers and educators expects and
demands a strengthened safeguards
agreement linked to unnatural dis-
aster safety before it's too late.
Negotiations should emphasise the
importance of ensuring national
security rather than mandating dis-
armament, with little pragmatic
chance of success.

A sustainable, safe and secure
supply of energy is one of our dys-
funetional global family’s most
imperative demands, as nations
around the world strive to develop
reliable energy sources to meet
their energy, eco-environmental
and national security needs, while
also addressing greener and clean-
er televisions related to unpre-
dictable climate change. The
future of nuclear proliferation is
inextricably linked to the world-
wide perception of US vs Them
hegemonistic arrogance and uni-
lateralism. Crucial decisions that
will shape a reliable, affordable,
clean and low-carbon energy-
insightful outlook cannot be made
or imposed by the US alone, but
must be fostered by a common-
cause, worldview community of
critical non-proliferation experts
working together, with shared
responsibility and accountability,
to eritically evaluate global policy
alternatives in a well-coordinated
spirit of cooperation rather than
competitive disunity.

CHARLES FREDERICKSON
BANGKOK
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NBTC URGES CAT

T0 HELP

GOVT

BRIDGE THE
DIGITAL DIVIDE

Firm may be allowed to hold on to
part of 1, sSOOMHz spectrum in return

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

1,800MHz spectrum to support

the government’s ICT projects,
it might be able to keep part of the
spectrum after its two 1,800MHz
concessions end next September.

A source at the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) said the
watchdog advised CAT to consult
with the Information and Commu-
nications Technology Ministry to
seek ways to use part of the spec-
trum to support the government’s
projects for bridging the digital
divide, such as the one aiming to
cover 95 per cent of the population
with equal broadband service aceess
by 2020.

CAT can cite
Article 74 of the
Frequency
Allocation Act to
utilise the spec-
trum to back up
the government’s
projects.

Article 47 states
that the NBTC has
to work with the
government  in
implementing the

I f CAT Telecom uses part of its

The NBTC declined to
grant CAT's request
last week to continue
using the 1,800MHz
spectrum until 2025,
which is whenits 15-
year business licence
under the NBTC ends.

state policies that

the government

declares to

Parliament. One of

the government’s

ICT policiesisto ensure equal broad-
band access.

The NBTC declined to grant
CAT’s request last week to continue
using the 1,800MHz spectrum until
2025, whichis whenits 15-year busi-
ness licence under the NBTC ends.

The 1,800MHz concessions that

CAT granted to TrueMove and
Digital Phone Co (DPC) will end next
September.

The spectrum can be deployed to
provide 4G service.

CAT has tried all channels to keep
using the 1,800MHz spectrum to

generate revenue and to serve
TrueMove and DPC's customers
after their concessions end.
However, the watchdog has made it
clear that it has to reclaim all state
enterprises’ spectra for reallocation
via auctions in strict compliance
with the Frequency Allocation Act.

CAT board member Siripol
Yodmuangcharoen met with the reg-
ulator early last week to discuss how
CAT can keep using the spectrum
after the two concessions expire.

He was assigned by CAT’s board
to coordinate with the NBTC on the
issue.

TOT is also eager to continue
using its 900MHz spectrum after
the 900MHz concession it granted
to Advanced Info Service (AIS)
expires in September 2015.

ICT Minister Anudith
Nakornthap said it would be good if
the NBTC permits TOT to continue
using the 90OOMHzspectrum for two
years after the AIS concession ends
to serve AIS customers during the
transition. However, he has to con-
sult with the NBTC first on the mat-
ter.

He also instructed the new TOT
board to improve the state enter-
prise’s revenue from existing net-
work assets and telecom businesses,
including its 3G-2.1GHz service.
TOT has provided the 3G-2.1GHz

service for many
years but has
gained only about
200,000  cus-
tomers.
It plans to fin-
ish setting up
5,320 base sta-
tions for 2.1GHz
nationwide this
year. Some 3,000
have been
installed to date.
TOT s looking
to provide 4G
service in the
future. TOT is
also seeking a
partnership with one of Japan’s
major mobile communications serv-
ice operators, SoftBank, with a view
tousingits know-how toenhanceits
plan to offer 4G cellular service.

TOT had intended to sign amem-
orandum of understanding with
SoftBank for a technical agreement,

‘but the plan was delayed following

the recent resignation of TOT’s
board.
Recently CAT said it will also
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streamline and strengthen its oper-
ations next year to survive rising
competition and plunging profit.
CAT’s board recently approved the
restructuring plan, 2013-17 finan-
cial performance improvement plan
and the plan to manage network
assets and spectra under the con-
cessions it has granted.

The state enterprise needs to pre-
pare for fiercer competition from the
imminent launch of 3G services by
the three winners in the NBTC’s
2.1GHz spectrum auction.

They are Advanced Wireless
Network, DTAC Network and Real
Future.
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