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DIGITAL TV

Operators call for delayed fee payments

T

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Digital TV operators called on the national
telecom regulator to allow them to delay
their second payment on licence fees and
network rents, citing lower than expected
earnings due to the delayed distribution
of subsidy vouchers.

The Radio and Television Broadcast-
ing Professional Federation (RTBPF), the
Advertising Association of Thailand (AATT)
and the Media Agency Association of Thai-
land (MAAT) have voiced opposition to the
690-baht subsidy coupon.

They want the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to increase the value of the coupon
to meet the actual price of set-top boxes to
help speed up the transition to digital TV.

RTBPF president Chamnan Siritan said
the coupon value of 690 baht indicated that
the regulator would pass on additional bur-

dens to consumers and the NBTC was not
serious about the country’s digitalisation.

Current market price for a set-top box
including active antenna is about 1,600-
2,600 baht while the coupon is only 690
baht. It means consumers will have to pay
almost 1,000 baht to watch digital TV and
this may affect the transition to digital TV.

“Why has the NBTC decided to reduce
the value to 690 baht? It fails to meet the
conclusion of the public hearings, which
clearly stated that consumers want the
coupon to be worth 1,000 baht. Did the
commission consider the coupons’ value
based only on issues related to future legal
disputes?,” said Ms Chamnan.

Ms Chammnan said the NBTC should real-
ise what the subsidy coupon means for the
success of digitalisation, rather than focus-
ing on legal issues.

She said that the NBTC board con-
sidered the coupon based on one-sided
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Chamnan Siritan
(left), president
of the Radio

and Television
Broadcasting
Professional
Federation,

joins other
executives from
the Advertising
Association of
Thailand and the
Media Agency
Association of
Thailand, in their
opposition to
the digital TV
COupon. APICHART
JINAKUL

information from the Office of the Auditor-
General which is not a broadcasting spe-
cialist, while other government agencies
such as the National Electronics and Com-
puter Technology Centre and the National
Economics and Social Development Board
found the reference price for set-top boxes
at 1,090 baht.

The three associations will ask the
National Council for Peace and Order to
think again about the coupon scheme,
which is now under its final approval.

“We accept that our move will cause a
further delay in the voucher distribution
process but we want to ensure that the
vouchers can be used and build a strong
viewing platform for all Thais,” Ms Cham-
nan said.

Wannee Rattanapon, the MAAT presi-
dent, said only 7% of Thais bought digital
TV-converting boxes themselves as they did
not want to wait for the coupons.
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If consumers have to pay extra for the
set-top boxes, it will place obstacles on the
road to digitalisation and the operators will
suffer and have lower than expected finan-
cial performances.

It will ultimately affect digital TV
viewership and the 24 digital channels
will have difficulty setting high advertising
airtime rates.

“We call it a crisis for digital TV. We have
suffered a lot over the past four months of
broadcasting as consumers are not aware
ofdigital TV;” said Kemathat Paladesh, chief
executive of Bangkok Media and Broadcast-
ing Co, the operator of PPTV.

If there is no clear public relations plan
for digital TV and the coupons cannot be
distributed in the next two months, digital
TV operators will delay their second pay-
ment on licence fees and network rents.
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Junta pressed to raise digital TV/set-top box vouchers to Bt1,000

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP, Telecommunications Commission,
USANEE MONGKOLPORN said theresolution passed bythe NBTC
THE NATION last week could not be changed.
| 3 . “But a change will be
BROADCASTING professionals, dig- acceptableifthejuntaagrees
ital terrestrial TV stations, and media withthefederation’srequest.
and advertising associations are mak- We would respect that deci-
ing a last-ditch pitch to the junta to sion,” he said.
persuade it to raise the value of digital The NBTCsubmitted the
TV vouchers to Bt1,000 instead of voucherplantothejuntalast
Bt690 and to make public relations week but it has not made a
campaigns. for digital telev1slon a decision on it yet, he said.
national priority. The NBTCisconsidering
If they are worth only Bt690, too  JAMNAN the basic qualifications of
few households will move to the ter- dealers eligible to accept the
restrial-based digital TV platform, cre- vouchersranging from minimum reg-
ating difficulties for broadcasters. If istered capital and deposit/guarantee
they are worth Bt1,000, the audience to minimum warranty period
mllbeabletobuyacomplete setofdig- For the minimum registered capi-
ital TV receiver, set-top boxand active tal requirement, the NBTC has pro-
antenna,” an executive from BEC- posed four scenarios to select eligible
Multimedia, the operator of terrestri- dealers from the 41 that applied.
al-based digital Channel 3HD, 3SD The firstscenario has no minimum
and 3Family, said yesterday. for registered capital, so all 41 dealers.
The vouchers will soon be mailed would beeligible. The second one with
to 22 million households. a minimum of Bt50 million would
Jamnan Siritan Nunbhakdi, pres- leave 26 dealers qualified. At Bt100
ident of the Radio-Television million, only 20 dealers would be eli-
Broadcasting Professional Federation, gibleand at Bt200 millionjust 14.com-
and representatives from the industry panies. :
said Bt690 was not enough. Dealersin thescheme mustdeposit
She said her working team would 5 per cent of expected sales of digital
meet tosubmit an open letter explain- TV set-top bQX&S and must set up at
ing their reasoning to the junta this least two service centres and five dis-
week. ; tribution centres in each province as
Kematat Paladesh, president of well as a 24-hour call centre.
Bangkok Media Broadcasting, the The product warranty must be at
operatorofthe PPTVHD channel, said least two years.
campaignstoraise publicawareness of
digital TV must be a key agenda item
for the country.
Executives from One
HD, GMM Channel,
True4U, Thairath TV, RS
Channel 8, Channel 7°'HD,
Channel 38HD, 38D,
3Family and PPTV HD
might take actions such as
withholdinglicence feesand
digital-network leasing
fees.
However, the regulator
insisted that it would not
change its plan to give away Bt690
vouchers.
Takorn Tantasit, secretary-general
of the National Broadcasting and
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