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NBTC detends board meetings

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

T rairat Viriyasirikul, acting sec-
retary-general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), has defended the
regulator’s decision to proceed with
board meetings on Oct 1 and 2, saying
the NBTC Office was carrying out its
administrative duties based on the
instructions of the chairman.

The defence follows an urgent
request from the Secretariat of the
Prime Minister, dated Oct 9, seeking
an explanation from the NBTC sec-
retary-general on why the office pro-
ceeded with such meetings arranged
by the chairman, even though the
Central Administrative Court ruled
the NBTC selection panel decision in
July to disqualify NBTC chairman Dr
Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck from office
is legal.

In a letter dated Oct 14 to the PM
Secretariat, Mr Trairat said the NBTC
Office acted within its statutory respon-
sibilities under the Acton Organisation
to Assign Radio Frequency and to Reg-
ulate the Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Services of 2004, and its
amendments.

Under the law, the office serves as the
administrative agency responsible for
supporting the commission and han-
dlingits secretarial functions, while the
secretary-general oversees the office’s
operations within the scope of the
powers and duties prescribed by law.

Arranging NBTC meetings is part of
these responsibilities, he said, adding
the office must facilitate the commis-
sion’s work in accordance with appli-
cable laws, regulations and meeting
procedures.

Regarding the board meetings on Oct
1 and 2, Mr Trairat said the office pro-
ceeded with the arrangements because

Dr Sarana continued to perform his
duties as chairman, and he confirmed
he still held the position and instructed
the office to organise the meetings.

Dr Sarana cited the NBTC Regula-
tions on Meeting Rules from 2012 that
stipulate the chairman is responsible
for determining meeting appointments.

The office therefore acted in accord-
ance with the chairman’s instructions,
said Mr Trairat, neither exercising the
power to call the meetings on its own
nor assuming the authority to deter-
mine or certify the legal status of any
individual.

Regarding Dr Sarana’s status as
chairman and his decisions to call the
meetings, the office is not in a position
to provide a complete explanation of
the facts and reasoning behind those
decisions, he said.

Mr Trairat suggested the PM Secre-
tariat obtain the relevant explanation
directly from Dr Sarana.
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