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oard decisions

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA affected by the situation, some USO

projects remained unable to proceed,

The fourth special meeting of six he said.

National Broadcasting and Telecom- He also expressed concern that a

munications Commission (NBTC) substantial backlog of pending agenda

commissioners yesterday approved items could slow consideration of new
some routine agenda items. proposals.

The six commissioners have been “Thope the situation will be resolved
holding their own meetings, which soon, because businesses need a strong
they call special meetings, with- regulator that can make decisions on
out the involvement of Dr Sarana matters essential to their operations,”’
Boonbaichaiyapruck. Mr Brekke said.

However, some analysts have ques- On Sept 11, the NBTC office
tioned the validity of the meetings announced the winning bidders for
because they exclude the chairman. five areas nationwide under the third

Sigve Brekke, group chiefexecutiveof  phase of its USO programme, which
True Corporation, has aims to expand high-
voiced concern over speed internet access
delays in legal decisions in underserved and
on key agenda items at ‘ ‘ unserved areas. The
board meetings, warn- projects had a com-
ing that this could stall bined budget of 5.42
some projects under l hoDe the . billion baht.
the regulator’s Univer-  Situation will True Internet Cor-
sal Service Obligation poration, part of the
(USO) programme. be resolved True Group, together

Commissioner AM  SOON, because with its partners won
Thanapant Raicharoen = contracts for two areas
said the NBTC board businesses with a combined value
yesterday approved I‘Ieed F: | Stl‘Ol‘]g of 2.01 billion baht.
four agenda items, Trairat Viriyasirikul,
including a resolution regmator that can acting secretary-gen-
assigning representa- make deCISIOHS eral of the NBTC, said
tives of the NBTC office the office planned to
to participate in Inter- on matters invite the winning bid-
national Telecommu-  @ssential to their ders to sign contracts
nication Union events, . once the seven-day
the appointment of an 0peratl0ns' period for filing objec-
NBTC legal subcom- tions to the biddin
mittee angd a measure SIGVE BREKKE results had expired. &
to help people affected 0 up chief executive, However, AM Than-
by floods. : apant wrote to the

AM Thanapant said TTUB GU[DU[&“U” office seeking clarifi-
the majority of the cation on the legality
board believe they have of the bidding results.
the legal authority to hold the special His concerns included the status of
meetings, as the NBTC selection com-  the NBTC chairman, which could affect
mittee ruled in July that Dr Sarana is  the authority to approve and sign the
disqualified from holding office. contracts.

The Central Administrative Court The NBTC also has four projects
also ruled that the selection panel’s under its fourth USO plan, which was
ruling was lawful. approved on April 2 this year.

Mr Brekke said businesses rely on Among them are the provision of
timely decisions by regulators to plan  high-speed internet services at 3,684
and carry out their operations without  locations, with a budget of 1.23 billion
disruption. baht, and a 250-million-baht project to

Although True had notbeen directly enhance public safety services.
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