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NBTC IS HOSTING
25™ ASEAN TELECOMMUNICATION

REGULATORS’ MEETING (ATRC)
SEEK A CONCLUSION ON “OTT” PROPOSAL

CONSUMERS WILL NOT BE AFFECTED

®
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25" ATRC ond Reloted Megtings
20-21 August 2019, Bangkak, Thalland

he office of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (office of
the NBTC) is hosting “the 25™ ASEAN
Telecommunication Regulators’ Meeting
(ATRC) and Related Meetings”. In addition, it hosts
“the 2" ASEAN Telecommunications and Information
Technology Senior Officials Meetings - ASEAN
Telecommunication Regulators’ Council (TELSOM-
ATRC) Leaders’ Retreat”. This is an ongoing series of
meetings for senior leaders held with the intention of
expanding ATRC principles into various projects.
It sees progress reports presented on many projects
while highlighting the benefits from these projects
that can be adopted further among member
countries. The meetings take place from 20 — 23
August 2019, at Anantara Riverside Bangkok.

Before the 25" ATRC meeting, the 2019 ATRC
OTT Dialogue was held on 19" August 2019.
The dialogue derived from 2017, where ASEAN has
been discussing on guidelines for OTT (Over the Top)
services. The 2019 ATRC OTT dialogue (19" August
2019) was pursuing a collection of ways to regulate
OTT services in order to reach a conclusion for
ASEAN member states. The conclusion from 2019
ATRC OTT dialogue will be presented to 25" ATRC
meeting on how to regulate this service.

Thailand will propose an idea of constructing a
mutually agreed framework or guideline to be used
as a concrete direction for OTT businesses regulation.
This is to enhance OTT businesses and activities in
ASEAN. The guideline will be subject to three key
success factors. First, there should be no burden to
consumers of OTT services. Second, the country
should obtain a certain level of economic contribution

News ID: C-190823001027 (23 Aug 19/05:58)

25 ATRC ond Related Meetings
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as revenue to support the country’s activities. Third,
OTT businesses will be accommodated such that
smooth and willing collaboration can be achieved. All
suggestions and concerns from OTT businesses will
be taken into account in order to mutually benefit
from this conduct.

Moreover, one of the Proposals is “ldentity
Coordination and Verification Center (ICVC)” a center
to verify and synchronize with concerned OTT service
providers such as: Facebook to validate their right
for each country to check and verify content and
data in order to expedite process. For Example;
when there is fake data of one person in OTT services,
this center will check and verify directly with OTT
service providers.

Once the concept has been approved by the
ATRC, the office of the NBTC will gather opinions
from all parties, including telecom operators and OTT
service providers. It will also include critical opinions
from people who use OTT services. The objective is
to find solutions that can be adapted for the greatest
benefit of people and member countries.

www.nbtc.go.th

EQNEWSC“[)W InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
www.ignewsclip.com Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 @ 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 B4 help@iqgnewsclip.com

Page: 1/1




Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: Business/First Page - Business
Date: Friday 23 August 2019

No: -

Ad Value: 70,095

Page: B1(Bottom)
PRValue (x3): 210,285

Volume: -
Col.Inch: 46.73

Headline: Regulator meeting ends with OTT accord

Clip: Full Color

‘f?iQN ewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

NETFLIX

TELECOM

NETELIX

Popular OTT
platforms like
Netflix were topics
of discussion at the
regulator council’s
meeting. WICHAN
CHAROENKIATPAKUL

Regulator meeting ends with OTT accord

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Telecom regulators in Asean have
agreed in principle on revenue col-
lection from over-the-top (OTT) ser-
vice providers operating in the region,
though the approaches will have to be
figured out by the countries themselves.

The regulators met this week in
Bangkok at the 25th Asean Telecom-
munication Regulators’ Council meet-
ing, which ended yesterday. OTT was
one of the key topics of discussion as
the regulators sought ways to properly
regulate operators, including taxation.

OTT refers to digital applications or
services that operate on internet net-
works. These players include Facebook,
YouTube, Line and Netflix.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC),
said regulators from the 10 Asean coun-

tries agreed on revenue collection from
the OTT operators, based on three prin-

ciples raised earlier at the meeting.

First, the measures must not nega-
tively affect consumers of OTT services.
Second, OTT revenue must be given to
the state. Third, OTT businesses should
give their consent to the measures.

The regulators will need to consult
on the issue with their governments and
leaders, said Mr Takorn, who chaired
the meeting.

Any additional proposals or amend-
ments to the meeting's resolution by
members must be filed withina month,
then the outcome of this year's meeting
will be officially concluded.

Each country needs to figure out the
details on how to proceed with revenue
collection itself, Mr Takorn said.

Accordingto MrTakorn, Singaporean

and Malaysian regulators indicated they
could collect corporate income tax from
OTT operators, many of which have
head offices set up in those countries.
“The NBTC also needs to figure out a
model for revenue collection,” he said,

News ID: C-190823001009 (23 Aug 19/05:47)

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

#= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

refusing to term the model as a taxa-
tion regime.

Revenue collection could be based
on the volume of bandwidth usage
by OTT operators through telecom
infrastructure. “This issue needs to be
raised with the NBTC board again,” Mr
Takorn said.

After the revenue collection
approach is clearly defined, it will be
forwarded to the cabinet for considera-
tion, he said.

Earlier this week, the regulators
agreed that OTT operators must jointly
form a centre in each country to help
verify information brought onto their

platforms. The initiative is aimed at
tackling the spread of false informa-
tion online.

The centre, called a coordina-
tion and verification centre, will be
a focal point where regulators and
government agencies can work with
OTT operators to remove fake content
on their platforms.
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