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See you in court, regulator tells MCOT

POST REPORTERS

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
yesterday challenged MCOT Plc to seek
an Administrative Court ruling if it
thought 3.2 billion baht in compensa-
tion for the 2600-megahertz spectrum
recall was unfair.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tan-
tasith said the broadcaster would have
to take the dispute to Administrative
Court because the NBTC would not
reconsider the amount.

Mr Takorn was responding to
MCOT president Kematat Paladesh’s
claim that the compensation for the

2600-megahertz spectrum recall for the
5G licence auctions in Februaryshould
be 50 billion baht.

“I've signed the letter informing of
the NBTC's decision and sent it to the
MCOT. If the broadcaster wants more, it
has to take the matter to the Administra-
tive Courtwithin 90 days. The NBTC has
considered the matter thoroughly and
fairly,” he said adding that the NBTC
also divided up the money accord-
ing to a request earlier submitted by
the MCOT.

On Thursday, Mr Kematat said he
never agreed to the 3.2-billion-baht
amount and also insisted he never
agreed to a 50:50 split with its pay TV
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partner because the NBTC had yet to
formally inform the MCOT about the
exact amount of compensation.

According to the MCOT president,
the broadcaster asked the NBTC to con-
sider a fair compensation amount and
proposed it be clearly divided into two
chunks to avoid possible lawsuits.

In its resolution, the regulator also
said MCOT would have to divide the
sum with its partner, Playwork, but the
MCOT labour union lodged a petition
with the NBTC claiming the president
had no authority to split the compensa-
tion payment. Mr Takorn said yesterday
it was unclear if the NBTC would con-
sider the petition.
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