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Headline: Court to rule on True lawsuit against NBTC

Clip: Full Color

LEGAL WRANGLING

A Thai court has agreed to hear True Digital’s
lawsuit against an NBTC commissioner, who
filed a counter-complaint. B4

Court to rule
on True lawsuit
against NBTC

Commissioner charged
with dereliction of duty

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Central Criminal Court for Corruption
and Misconduct Cases is scheduled to rule
on May 14 on True Digital Group’s lawsuit
against the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission’s (NBTC)
Pirongrong Ramasoota on the grounds of
dereliction of duty.

The court accepted the case for its con-
sideration in March.

Meanwhile, Mrs Pirongrong has filed a

It should be the

duty of the Office of

the National Anti-
Corruption Commission,
not a private company,
to bring a charge
against a state official.

PIRONGRONG RAMASOOTA
Commissioner, NBTC

News ID: C-240510001077 (10 May 24/04:07)
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complaint to the court this week against the
ongoing consideration process, noting that
the court has only considered True’s filing
documentand has yet to summon witnesses
to provide testimony.

True Digital Group is an arm of True
Corporation. According to the company’s
complaint, the NBTC has yet to establish
rules to govern over-the-top (OTT) ser-
vice platforms.

Therefore, True Digital Group does not
have to seek the NBTC'’s permission to offer
OTT services.

OTT refers to a platform that delivers
streamed content via an internet channel.

However, there are grounds to believe
thatin March 2023, Mrs Pirongrong ordered
the then acting NBTC deputy secretary-gen-
eral to notify 127 radio and TV broadcasting
licence holders that True Digital Group is
not permitted to operate this kind of broad-
casting service.

True Digital believes that this notifiction
may have led those broadcasters to believe
that the company illegally operated the
service and might suspend the company’s
content on their channels.

True Digital Group believes the act by
Mrs Pirongrong shows that she allegedly
intended to cause damage to the company,
which amounts to dereliction of duty.

Mrs Pirongrong said if the court ordered
her to be suspended from her duties, she
would lodge an appeal againstsuch aruling.

She added that she believes that in the
case of a state official’s dereliction of duty,
it should be the duty of the Office of the
National Anti-Corruption Commission, not
a private company, to bring a charge against
a state official and it should include a com-
plete witness testimony process.
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