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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

DES Ministry plans to hold urgent discussions on orbital slot

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Digital Economy and Society (DES)
Ministry plans to hold an urgent meet-
ing with the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) and state enterprise National
Telecom (NT) to address its concern
over the country’s rights to use the
50.5° East satellite orbit, which expires
in November.

The orbit has yet to be used, though
the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) has extended the usage
period the past fewyears.

DES Minister Prasert Jantararuang-
thong said there are only four months
left before the country’s rights to this
slot expire, and it is a challenge to settle
the issue before this date.

Though the NBTC is slated to hold
the auction of the two orbital slot pack-
ages in August, which include the 50.5°E
slot, Mr Prasert said it is still unpredict-
able whether the auction would be car-
ried out successfully.

The two slot packages are unsold
from the previous licence auction for
the rights to use satellite orbits in 2023.

The NBTC has to protect spectrum
resources and the country’s rights to use
the orbital slots, which are a national

asset, according to the NBTC Act.

Whether the planned auction in
August is successful, it will be tough to
meet the November expiry deadline,
Mr Prasert said.

Previously the NBTC office
announced the planned auction of the
rights to use the two unsold packages
which are a package of the 50.5°E and
51°Eslots, and a package of the 142° slot
on Aug 24.

According to the timeline, interested
companies can purchase bid envelopes
between June 4 and 25. The submission
date for the bid documents is July 23 and
the regulator will name the qualified
bidders on Aug13.

The mock auction is set for Aug 21,
three daysahead ofthe planned auction.

As of the present only two com-
panies have picked up the bid enve-
lopes, including TC Space, a sub-
sidiary of SET-listed Thaicom, and
Prompt Technology.

In 2023, the NBTC held the country’s
firstauction for the use of satellite orbital
slots totalling five packages: 50.5°E and
51°E orbital slots; 78.5°E; 119.5°E and
120°E; 126°E; and 142°E.

Space Tech Innovation, an affili-

There are only four months left before the
country’s rights to this slot expire,and it is a
challenge to settle the issue before this date.

PRASERT JANTARARUANGTHONG
Digital Economy and Society minister

ated company of Thaicom, bagged the
second and third packages, while NT
clinched the fourth package.

Although the NBTC has adjusted
some conditions of the planned auc-
tion to make it more attractive to pro-
spective bidders, telecom veterans are
keeping an eye on whether TC Space
and Prompt Technology will submit the
bid documents to the NBTC.

Pisut Nagmvijitvong, senior equity
research analyst at Kasikorn Security
(KS), said failure to retain the 50.5°E
slot could become a political issue, if
no company joins the planned bidding.

He also said Thaicom has no need to
acquire additional slots after winning a
20-year licence to operate three orbital
slots last year.

Second, the NBTC is under pres-
sure to put a satellite in the 50.5°E slot
by year-end, otherwise this slot will be
taken back by the ITU.

Last, NT and Thaicom are likely the
best options for the NBTC to resolve
this issue.

Thaicom chief executive Patompob
Suwansiri said TC Space has picked up
a bid envelope but has yet to decide
whether it will submit the bid proposal
on July 23.

Earlier he said that for the planned
auction of the two unsold orbit pack-
ages, the company’s board of directors
would hold a meeting and make a final
decision before the bid submission date.
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