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Headline: Fewer Thais tuning into traditional TV

STUDY

Fewer Thais tuning into traditional TV

KUAKUL MORNKUM

Thais are watching less traditional
TV, preferring to consume video con-
tent via streaming platforms, while
younger people are willing to pay
subscription fees to access premium
content, according to data analytics
firm Nielsen Thailand.

Speaking yesterday at the “One
Decade of Thai Digital TV: Beyond
the Next Step” conference, organised
by the Association of Digital Televi-
sion Broadcasting (Thailand) and the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission, Runchita
Srivoravilai, Thailand vertical lead for
advertiser and agency at Nielsen Thai-
land, said data showed that so far this
year only 53% of Thais had watched
TV content via offline platforms, which
refersto digital TV, cable TV and satel-
lite, down from 63% in 2023.

“47% of Thais consume TV-pro-
duced contentvia streaming platforms,
up from 37% in the previous year,” Ms
Runchita said.

Nielsen found that TV dramas and
sporting events have been the most
watched programmes among Thais so
far this year.

This trend aligns with the situa-
tion in several other Asian countries,
namely South Korea, Indonesia, and
Taiwan, where TV dramas and sport-
ing events also attract the largest
TV viewership.

Data on cross-platform consump-
tion habits showed that 53% of Bang-
kok residents watch the “Dujapsorn”
TV drama via offline TV, while 47%

watch it via a streaming platform such
as TruelD, AIS Play, or 3Plus.

“People still watch TV dramas, but
the viewing pattern has changed as
streaming platforms have gained a
more significant role in terms of the
consumption of video content,” said
Ms Runchita.

Nielsen Thailand also found that
Thais are continuing to watch streamed
content, with 67% having used video-
on-demand (VOD) so far this year.

Subscription video-on-demand
(SVOD) accounts for 48% of total VOD
consumption.

“Gen Y and Gen Z viewers are will-
ing to pay a subscription fee to watch
premium content,” said Ms Runchita.

According to Nielsen, advertising
expenditure in Thailand from January
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Nielsen found
that TV dramas
and sporting
events have been
the most
watched
programmes
among Thais so
far this year.

to July 2024 was worth 67 billion baht,
an increase 0f 2% from the correspond-
ing period last year.

Forthe Thai TV industry, advertising
spending was worth 33 billion baht,
down by 2%, while the advertainment
spending on the internet was worth
18 billion baht, an increase of 8%
compared to the same period last year.

“Although TV remains has the larg-
est share of advertising spending at
50%, the current level represents a
decline from 65% recorded a decade
ago,” Ms Runchita said.

Streaming platforms are growing
at unprecedented levels across Asia
and are poised to be the future of
the industry.

Media companies must agilely
adjust their strategic plans and their
route through the fragmented media
landscape, Ms Runchita added.

Page: 1/1
Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17t Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

||§ 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 4 help@infoquest.co.th




Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,331

Date: Thursday 29 August 2024
Volume: - No: -

Col.Inch: 36.92

Ad Value: 49,140.52

Section: Business/First Page - Business

Page: B1(Bottom Right)
PRValue (x3): 147,421.56

Headline: Digital TV channels want to keep licences

Clip: Full Color

BROADCASTING

Digital TV channels
want to keep licences

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Association of Digital Television
Broadcasting (ADTEB) has urged the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) to
extend their existing licences after the
expiry date in 2029 to help them survive
threats in the local digital TV landscape.

The association also proposed thereg-
ulator reconsider its plan to auction the
3500-3800 megahertz spectrum as a tel-
ecom service, noting that many satellite
TV stations use this range to broadcast
their programmes, while 60% of Thais
view digital TV via a satellite platform.

ADTEB president Suphap Kleekajai
said members have discussed the licence
issue for years and unanimously reached
a resolution calling for the NBTC to no
longer award digital TVlicences via auc-
tion after the licences expire in 2029.

Although the licences expire in five
years, this is not a long time because
some resolutions take time to materialise,
he said yesterday at the “One Decade of
Digital TV” event hosted by ADTEB and
the NBTC.

“We need to see an extension of the
terms for digital TV licences, or even
an alternative way of allocating new
licences, such as a beauty contest,” said
Mr Suphap.

He said the digital TV channels are
national TV platforms and all digital TV
channels are supervised by the NBTC.
Other platforms, such as over-the-top
platforms, are not regulated by the NBTC.

ADTEB management plans to hold an
official meeting with the NBTC board to
discuss the licence issue, said Mr Suphap.

He said the association will urge the
government to amend the NBTC Act,
which stipulates the spectra is a national
resource and must be allocated solely
by auction.
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Mr Suphap said ADTEB wants a
rethink of the planned auction of the
3500-3800MHz range because it would
affect the digital TV landscape.

NBTC chairman Dr Sarana Boonbai-
chaiyapruck said he agrees the planned
auction for this range might have to
be revised.

However, as the regulator, the NBTC
cannot issue orders to the government
on behalf of the private sector.

After ADTEB discusses the issue with
the NBTC, the regulator can propose the
association’s resolution to the govern-
ment for consideration, said Dr Sarana.

Mr Suphap said digital TV stations
faced tough challenges starting from the
NBTC auction of 24 digital TV licences
in 2013.

The auction fetched a combined bid
payment of 50 billion baht.

There are 15 digital TV channels left
in the market as some operators decided
to cease operations because of the finan-
cial burden.

Many countries have transitioned the
industry from analogue TV to the digital
system without using the auction method,
unlike the NBTC, said Mr Suphap.

A study by Chulalongkorn University
estimated an appropriate winning price
for the combined digital TV licences
should be only 13 billion baht.

He said the digital TV landscape has
dramatically changed, affected by chang-
ing consumer behaviour and the rising
popularity of streaming content via
social platforms.

Advertising spending on digital TV
also declined, although the NBTC imple-
mented the “must-carry” rule as aremedy
to help promote digital TV viewing
through other networks, such as satellite.

The must-carry rule requires that pro-
grammes aired on free TV be broadcast
on any platform without conditions.
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