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PUBLIC HEARING ON THE CARDS

The NBTC is to organise a public hearing on
the plan to award unsold packages of satellite
orbital slots via a new method. B4

NBTC preps hearing on unsold packages

Board drafting new
awarding conditions

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The board of the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) has resolved to organise
a seven-day public hearing this week
on the plan to urgently award two
unsold packages of satellite orbital slots
through a new method.

The NBTC wants to officially

announce the draft of the new awarding
conditions within September, aiming to
grant the slots before the rights to use
them expire, particularly the 50.5° East
slot which is set to expire on Nov 27.

In 2023, the NBTC held the coun-
try’s first auction for the use of satel-
lite orbital slots, comprising five pack-
ages: the 50.5°E and 51°E orbital slots,
78.5°E, 119.5°E and 120°E, 126°E and
142°E.

The first and fifth packages remain
unsold.

The regulator then planned to hold
anew round of bidding to auction the
unsold packages on Aug 24 but no
company submitted a bid document
by the July 23 deadline.

As a result, the NBTC board unani-
mously agreed to make a U-turn,
changing the method to sell the rights

to use these slots from the originally
planned auction method to a com-
bined method of an open direct award
and a beauty contest.

A source from the NBTC board who
requested anonymity said under the
new bidding method, the regulator
would not set any details concerning
the bidding, not even the details of
the reserve price, and the interested
bidders are free to propose suitable
bidding details.

The beauty contest means the bid-
ders with the best proposals will be
awarded the licences.

The source added that the auction
is expected to be held by mid-October.

The NBTC will focus on which of the
bidders can guarantee that they can
maintain the country’s rights to use
these unsold slots and provide the best
proposals.

It has also assigned the NBTC office
to ask the cabinet about the govern-
ment’s policy relating to the two
unsold packages.

At the same time, the board also
ordered the office to send a letter to
the International Telecom Union to ask
for an extension to the period permit-
ted to use the unsold slots, pending the
NBTC'’s planned awarding of the two
slot packages.

The NBTC office is conducting a
study on the possibility that the NBTC
could be the party that maintains the
rights to operate the unsold slots.

Under the new bidding method, the NBTC would
not set any details concerning the bidding, not
even the details of the reserve price.
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