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WEATHER

Extreme rain lashes
southern provinces

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

More than 130,000 households in seven
southern provinces have been hit by
floods following downpours that are
forecast to continue in many areas until
Dec3.

Thanaroj Woraratprasert, director
of the National Water Administration
Center under the Office of the National
Water Resources (ONWR), yesterday
said water levels in key southern rivers
— Pattani, Saiburi, Golok and Tanyong-
mas — are forecast to rise significantly
in the coming days, overflowing the
banks and surging by 1.50-2 metres.

The accumulated rainfall in vast
areas of the South has been substantial,
with Narathiwat recording the highest
rainfall over the past seven days, total-
ling 1,100 millimetres.

On Tuesday alone, the prov-
ince recorded 502mm of rain, fol-
lowed by Pattani at 492mm and Yala
at 405mm.

Rainfall, however, is predicted to
ease toward Dec 4. After that, water
levelsin flooded areas are set to gradu-
ally recede.

Flood water that accumulated
from Tuesday to Wednesday is now
flowing out to sea.

The ONWR has implemented vari-
ous measures to tackle the flood crisis,
including preparing machinery and
tools for rescue and relief operations,
establishing evacuation centres and
offering assistance with utilities.

Interior Ministry spokeswoman
Traisuree Traisaranakul said the heavy
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rainfall in the South has caused wide-
spread flooding over a relatively short
period of time. Landslide alerts have
also been issued in communities close
to mountains.

The Department of Disaster Preven-
tion and Mitigation (DDPM) reported
ongoing flood situations in seven south-
ern provinces, affecting 50 districts, 321
tambons and 1,884 villages in which
136,219 families live.

Among those heavily affected are 99
households in Kanchanadit and Don
Sak districts in Surat Thani; 34,513 in
Cha-uat, Chalerm Prakiat, Phra Phom,
Muang, Ron Phibun, Chulabhorn, Pak
Phanang and Phrommakhiri districts
in Nakhon Si Thammarat; and 23,181
in Songkhla.

Tens of thousands more families are
struggling to cope with floods in other
districts in the region.

Racing against time, the DDPM has
collaborated with the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) and mobile network
providers to issue flood warnings via
mobile phone SMSto residentsin areas
in Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat.

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra expressed concern over
the ongoing floods in the South and
instructed authorities to expedite relief
efforts, Defence Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai said.

Santi Pailoplee, a professor of geol-
ogy at Chulalongkorn University, said a
lot more rainfall triggered these floods
than those that damaged Chiang Rai
and Chiang Mai recently.
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