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Column: IN Brief: PM urged to probe radio bids

INBrief

PM urged to
probe radio bids

BROADCASTING: The Senate will
formally ask Prime Minister Pae-
tongtarn Shinawatra to investigate
alleged irregularities in community
radio frequency bidding organised
by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

Senator Nantana Nantavaropas
said she and Senator Chib Jitniyom,
both members of the Senate Com-
mittee on Information Technology,
Communications and Telecommu-
nications, planned to file a motion
in parliament seeking an explana-
tion from Ms Paetongtarn who
oversees the NBTC.

The committee has received a
petition from Chalee Noppawong
Na Ayutthaya, chairman of a radio
operator network, alleging the
unauthorised transfer of a Lam-
phun frequency for use in neigh-
bouring Chiang Mai.

This is just another example of
the improper stewardship of the
NBTC, claims the committee.
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Headline: Authorities uncover illegal transmission cables in Tak

Clip: Full Color

MYANMAR

Authorities uncover illegal
transmission cables in Tak

POST REPORTERS

Authorities have uncovered large-scale
illegal telephone and internet signal
transmission cables in Tak's Mae Sot
district, which they believe were used to
provide internet services to call centre
scam gangs operating across the border
in Myanmar.

The bust was announced in a state-
ment released by the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) legal affairs com-
missioner, Pol Gen Nathathorn Prouso-
ontorn, and the director of Thailand’s
Action Taskforce for Information Tech-
nology Crime Suppression (Tactics),
Pol Lt Gen Thatchai Pitaneelaboot,
yesterday.

According to the statement, local
authorities recently uncovered 16 high-
capacity cables that were used to carry
internet and telephone signals across
the border, calling it the largest bust of
its kind to date.
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An analysis carried out by NBTC
experts found the high-capacity fibre-
optic lines extended deep inside Myan-
mar territory, ending at a major cross-
border economic zone that is known to
host a high number of scammers.

According to Pol Gen Nathathorn,
the crackdown is part of an ongoing
effort to eliminate unauthorised cable
installations along the Thai-Myan-
mar border.

He said the illegal use of transmis-
sion lines is a violation of Section 67
of the Telecommunications Business
Operation Act, and offenders face up
to five years in prison and/or a fine of
up to 10 million baht.

PolLt Gen Thatchai said law enforce-
ment agencies will continue to work
closely with the NBTC to dismantle and
seize illegal transmission equipment.

According to him, authorities have
also seized over 101,000 Thai-regis-
tered SIM cards, SIM boxes and related
devices used for fraudulent activities.
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