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K4 ordered to halt distribution of SIM cards

NBTC checks to see if
firm broke its rules

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
has ordered K4 Communication Com-
pany, which holds one of its mobile
virtual network operator (MVNQ)
licences, to stop distributing SIM cards
pending the completion of a probe to
see whether the company’s invitation
to people to invest in its top-up kiosk
business with the promise of significant
returns has breached its rules.

The regulator also warned people
that if they are invited to invest in the
company’s top-up kiosk business, with
the promise of high returns on the basis
of multilevel marketing (MLM), this
might result in risks in the future.

It added that if the NBTC finds that
the company has referred to its NBTC
licence while inviting members of the
public to invest in the kiosks and such
an invitation is found to have led to
public damage, this would be deemed
as having violated its rules.

Trairat Viriyasirikul, acting secretary-
general of the NBTC, said the only busi-
ness operated by the company that falls
under the NBTC isits SIM card business.

The top-up kiosk business is regu-
lated by the Bank of Thailand, while

MLM is supervised by the Finance
Ministry, he said.

The NBTC move comes after it
received a public inquiry in Febru-
ary 2024 regarding investment in the
top-up kiosks known as “Katie Pansuk’)
which offers high returns to prospec-
tive investors.

Mr Trairat said the NBTC had pre-
sented the case to related state agencies.

According to the NBTC, K4 Commu-
nication’s Line group invited people to
invest in the kiosks.

The company also referred to its
NBTC licence in a bid to win the con-
fidence of members of the Line group,
noted the regulator.

The NBTC probed the case in July
and summoned the company to clarify

its position throughout this year.

According to K4 Communication’s
investment proposal, the company
attracted people to purchase its top-up
kiosks, which were to be installed at a
cost 0f50,000 baht per unit, in exchange
for returns of 300 baht per day through-
out a period of 500 days, representing
a total return of 150,000 baht to the
investor.

The companyinstalled 15,000 top-up
machines nationwide.

K4 Communication obtained its
MVNO licence in March 2019 and
began operating in October 2022.

An MVNO is a mobile virtual network
operator, which rents another telecom
network to operate its service.

Mr Trairat said in 2023 the company

paid only 7,000 baht in telecom busi-
ness fees based on its telecom business
revenue of roughly 5 million baht.

However, the company continuously
increased its registered capital from the
original 5 million baht in 2022 to reach
500 million baht this year.

Mr Trairat said it is doubtful whether
the capital increase is based on income
from its licensed telecom business or
related to other types of business not
related to the licence.

He said if the company is found to
operate other types of businesses, it
must consider whether such a business
is luring its users to invest in exchange
for benefits other than providing tel-
ecom services, which is prohibited by
NBTC law.

The only business
operated by the
company that falls
under the NBTC is its
SIM card business.

TRAIRAT VIRIYASIRIKUL
Acting secretary-general,
National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission
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THAILAND'S FINAL FRONTIER

The space economy holds promise, with businesses urged to get involved
in an industry projected to be worth 300 billion baht in less than a decade,
writes Komsan Tortermvasana

he development of the

space technology busi-

ness in Thailand has pro-

gressed in parallel with

the country’s digital trans-
formation, thanks to the private sector’s
adoption of satellite-based solutions, in-
cluding those related to low-Earth orbit
(LEO) satellites.

State agencies developed policies and
regulations to create a strong ecosystem
for the space economy.

A report by the Geo-Informatics and
Space Tech Development Agency pro-
jected the market value of the space
economy in Thailand at 300 billion baht
by 2032.

The market value of the space eco-
nomy globally is projected to reach US$1
trillion by 2040.

MASTER PLAN

The Office of the National Digital
Economy and Society Commission
(ONDE) is pushing the implementation
ofthe country’s first national space eco-
nomy master plan, aiming to promote
a space economy ecosystem in the long
term. The draft of the 15-year master
plan (2023-2037) was approved by the
National Space Policy Commission.

Prasert Jantararuangthong, the digital
economy and society minister, said the
digital economy cannot be separated
from the space economy because the
technical development and value chain
of the space economy are critical factors
for the new sector.

Thailand is in the early stages of space
tech development, transitioning from
the 30-year satellite concession regime
to the licensing system in 2021 after
Thaicom'’s concession expired that year,
he said.

ONDE's draft of the Space Business
Act is still under review by the Office of
the Council of State.

Once the law is implemented, a space
fund is to be established to promote
space economy development among
related stakeholders.

Mr Prasert said the space economy
master plan is in line with the Digital
Thailand Roadmap’s third phase (2023-
2027), focusing on rapidly changing
technology and the global economy.

The space economy will be mainly
driven by the private sector, while the
government will act as a supporter or
facilitator, he said.

The draft of the master plan covers
guidelines for the development of a
space economy, such as improving
local capacity to allow for the creation
of space-related business providers or
satellite service newcomers.

The draft also mentions incentives
for the private sector, and manpower
upskilling to serve the space economy.

-

The plan covers all types of satellites
and innovations, including geosta-
tionary satellites, medium-Earth orbit
satellites, and LEO satellites. The govern-
ment is expected to have a clear strategy
to ensure the optimum benefit for the
country from the space economy, said
Mr Prasert.

LEO satellites with Internet of Things
(IoT) solutions enable businesses to
streamline their operations, provide
safety and communications, and enable
assets to be monitored remotely via a
satellite network.

One advantage of LEO satellites is
they offer lower latency, benefiting peo-
ple with access to high-speed internet
services via 5G technology, IoT devices
and machine-to-machine technology.

LEO SATELLITES

Patompob Suwansiri, chief executive
of SET-listed satellite operator Thaicom,
said the company’s space tech business
comprises three core services: LEO
satellites, a carbon credit management
platform, and software-defined satellites
(SDS).

Mr Patompob said Thaicom expects
its revenue stream from the space tech
business to contribute around 20% of
total revenue in five years, increasing
from 2%.

Thaicom partnered with two LEO
satellite companies: Globalstar and
OneWeb.

The company recently launched the
Thaicom-Globalstar satellite gateway in
Thailand to provide LEO satellite ser-
vices and solutions.

The gateway facilities are located at
Thaicom’s satellite station in Pathum
Thani province, providing security and
IoT solutions to several industries such
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The Thaicom-Globalstar
satellite gateway in Thailand

provides LEO satellite
services and solutions.

The government
should consider
building its own
LEO satellites via
collaboration with
the private sector.

Patompob Suwansiri
Chief executive, Thaicom

as tourism and maritime, as well as na-
ture conservation and national defence
services.

Meanwhile, state enterprise National
Telecom (NT) and Eutelsat OneWeb
plan to co-launch a satellite network
portal gateway service for OneWeb's LEO
satellites in December 2024.

The NT facility is expected to support
more than 50,000 users in Southeast
Asia, but not Thailand, in its first year
of operation.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
approved the partnership to provide
a satellite broadband internet service
in the international market using NT's
landing rights. The service launch in
Thailand is still awaiting NBTC approval.

Mr Patompob said space tech could
be used to promote sustainability ac-
tivities.

Recently the company launched Car-
bonWatch, Southeast Asia’s first carbon
credit platform powered by satellites and
artificial intelligence (AI). The platform
was certified by the Thailand Green-
house Gas Management Organization.

The platform is the first carbon credit
method for calculation of carbon seques
tration in trees, utilising remote sensing
technology integrated with AL

He said LEO satellites are a major
trend that could benefit space econo-
my development in the long term. The
government should consider building its
own LEO satellites via collaboration with
the private sector, said Mr Patompob.

The country may need to have its own
national spaceport to serve demand for
satellite launches, he said.

“Having the country own LEO satel-
lites could facilitate security services,”
said Mr Patompob.

Earlier, NBTC commissioner ACM
Thanapant Raicharoen said he was en-
couraging Thailand to become a rocket
launch site to send satellites into space,
paving the way for the country to be-
come Southeast Asia’s first spaceport.

He said space tech is a sunrise indus-
try, with opportunities not limited to
satellite development, as the nation
could send astronauts into space or
build data centres in space.

According to a report by the Geo-Informatics and Space Tech
Development Agency, the market value of the space economy in
Thailand is expected to reach 300 billion baht by 2032.
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