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Headline: Race to register SIM cards before bank suspensions

Race to register SIM cards

betore bank suspensions

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

he Digital Economy and Soci-

ety (DES) Ministry and related
state authorities set a deadline for
mobile phone SIM card owners that
do not have matching names with
their mobile banking accounts to
update their information and match
the pair by April 30, or their mobile
banking accounts will be temporarily
suspended.

If suspended, people can still make
financial transactions via traditional
channels.

The DES Ministry and related par-
ties kicked off stricter measures yester-
day to crack down on mule accounts
and suppress online theft.

The collaboration includes the Anti-
Money Laundering Office (Amlo), the
Office of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC), the Bank of Thailand,
the Thai Bankers' Association, and the
Telecommunications Association of
Thailand.

DES Minister Prasert Jantararu-
angtong said more than 2 million SIM
cards have owners’ names that do not
match their mobile banking accounts,
according to telecom operators, and
they must correct this information
before the deadline.

This group includes some SIM cards
where telecom operators did not find
any owners' names. This segment also
has to update its information before
the deadline, he said.

For the first phase, the authori-
ties are focused on these 2 million
unmatched numbers.

“These 2 million numbers regis-
tered from January 2022 could be part
of the reason why mule accounts are
increasing,” said Mr Prasert.

He said authorities expect this
measure to sharply reduce mule
accounts by the end of 2025.
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Therelated parties inspected more
than 120 million phone numbers by
the end of November 2024 and divided
them into three groups.

The first group is referred to as M
(names on SIM cards and mobile
banking accounts match), totalling
75.8 million numbers or 63.0%.

The second group is called N
(names on SIM cards and mobile
banking accounts are unmatched),
tallying 30.9 million numbers or
25.7%.

The third group is dubbed P (there
is no name or information for the SIM
card owner), totalling 13.5 million
numbers or 11.3%.

Banks are expected to notify mobile
banking users in categories N and P
via mobile banking channels by Feb
1 to update their information.

“There will be no notifications via
other channels to thwart fraudsters,’
said Mr Prasert.

Users mustupdate the SIM owner’s
name and mobile banking user name
to match by April 30.

If the update is not completed by
the deadline, Amlo, the central bank
and NBTC will consider temporar-
ily suspending their mobile banking
accounts.

For people who do not receive
mobile banking notifications, no
action is required and they can use
mobile banking as usual, even if the
name of the SIM card owner does not
match the mobile banking account,
according to the consortium.

The ministry and related agencies
considered exempting certain groups
for the recent measure, including
mobile numbers registered under
the names of government agencies
or organisations that are being used
by employees.

Some groups have specific needs
or limitations, such as being unable to
change their mobile numbers because
of legal or document restrictions.
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Auction of 6 spectrum
bands planned for April
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA billion baht each.
The 1500MHz band will be avail-
able in 11 sets, each containing
he National Broadcasting and 5MHz at a starting price of 904 mil-
Telecommunications Commis-  lion baht each. The 1800MHz band
sion (NBTC) is scheduled to auction ~ will be auctioned in seven sets, each
six spectrum bands by April witha containing 10MHz bandwidth at a
combined reserve price of 121 bil-  starting price of 6.219 billion baht
lion baht. each, said the source. The 2300MHz
The NBTC is slated to hold a band has seven sets, each contain-
public hearing on the auction plan ing 10MHz ata price of 1.675 billion
onFeb 6, following itsboard approv-  baht each, while 26GHz has one set
ingthe draftauction planlastmonth.  containing 100MHz, with a reserve
The auction has three categories  price of 423 million baht.
of bands, including the low bands Twelve sets of 2100MHz are on
of 850-megahertz, 1500MHz and sale, each containing 10MHz, at
1800MHz. The other sets are the a price of 3.391 billion baht each,
middle bands of 2100MHz and while another three sets of the same
2300MHz, and the high band of band, each containing5MHz, are on
26GHz. sales priced 497 million baht each.
An NBTC source who requested The winning bidders must allo-
anonymity said all the bands will cate bandwidth capacity for mobile
have valid periods of 15 years, except  virtual network operators to offer
2100MHz, whichis for 13 years. The service, as well as devise cyberse-
source said the 850MHz band willbe  curity and personal data protection
auctioned in two sets, each featuring  plans. The plans must be submit-
10MHz bandwidth for upload and ted to the regulator at least three
download at a starting price 0f6.609 months before service commences.
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