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NT TO HALT CAPACITY ALLOTMENT
National Telecom (NT) has decided to stop
allocating spectrum capacity to mobile virtual
network operators. B4

NT sees imminent end
to capacity allotment

Move refers to mobile
virtual networks

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Telecom state enterprise National Tel-
ecom (NT) has decided to stop allocat-
ing spectrum capacity to mobile vir-
tual network operators (MVNOs) as its
right to use the 850MHz, 2100MHz and
2300MHz spectrum bands expires at the
end of August 2025.

An MVNO is amobile phone service
provider that does not have its own ded-
icated cellular network, instead renting
other networks to provide the services.

According to NT president Col San-
phachai Huvanandana, NT will have

The headquarters of
National Telecom
(NT). NT does not

plan to participate in

the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission’s
auction of six
spectrum ranges
scheduled to take
place in April 2025.

only the 700MHz spectrum it won via
an auction in 2020 following the expiry
of the three other spectrum bands
in August.

NT has no plan to participate in the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission’s (NBTC)
auction of six spectrum ranges. The
regulator is scheduled to hold the auc-
tion in April this year.

Several MVNOs lackliquidity and are
unable to pay the service fees to NT as
they face a high cost of roaming with
other networks to provide the service,
Col Sanphachai added.

Col Sanphachai said that after the
expiration of NT's three bands, NT will
exit the MVNO market.

NT has around five MVNO contracts
with combined customers of only more
than 100,000 subscriptions.

News ID: C-250204001061 (4 Feb 25/03:18)

Several MVNOs
lack liquidity and
are unable to pay
the service fees

to NT as they

face a high cost

of roaming with
other networks to
provide the service.

COL SANPHACHAI
HUVANANDANA
President, National Telecom
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“The NBTC has a duty to help the
MVNOs survive. If it wants NT to help
push the MVNO ecosystem, the regula-
tor should issue rules to control roam-
ing rates to make them fair, similar to
the network interconnection charge
rates between major mobile operators,”
Col Sanphachai said.

NT was formed through the merger
of state telecom agencies TOT and CAT
Telecom in 2021.

Somphop Purivigraipong, the NBTC
commissioner who is responsible for
telecom business affairs, said that the
MVNO business which has been in
place since the era of TOT and CAT
cannot continue operations due to their
high network roaming costs, while NT
does not have frequencies to support
them after the licences of the three
bands expire.

This has led the MVNOs to look for a
way out by renting networks of other
telecom operators.

Mr Somphop said a new idea pro-
posed by foreign consultants is that the
model of wholesale providers or mobile
virtual network aggregators (MVNAs)
may help MVNOs survive.

An MVNA buys wholesale mobile
and data services from major telecom
operators and sells them to MVNOs.

However, due to legal limitations,
regulating the roaming fee ceiling
cannot be easily done, so it must be left
to those in the businesses to conduct
negotiations by themselves, he added.

“We do regulate, but when the market
is commercial, intervention may not be
the right answer,” he said.

NBTC will hold a public hearing on
the auction draft of six spectrum ranges
on Feb 6.

Mr Somphop added that NBTC
is preparing to propose the MVNA
model during the hearing, in which
there will be discussions on ways to
maintain a balance between major
network providers and small MVNOs.

Several MVNOs are rushingto strike
new deals with other mobile networks
following the upcoming expiration of
NT'’s three spectrum bands.
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Tougher cyber laws ahead

New measures will
also assist victims

POST REPORTERS

A proposed amendment to an execu-
tive decree aimed at tackling cyber-
crime and protecting its victims is
expected to be published in the Royal
Gazeite this month, according to Digi-
tal Economy and Society (DES) Minis-
ter Prasert Jantararuangtong.
Addressing the Senate’s concerns
over rising online fraud and related
financial damage, Mr Prasert said

yesterday that efforts have been
ramped up to fight technology crime.

Mr Prasert said the draft amend-
mentto the executive, currently under
review by the Council of State, will give
authorities measures to combat the
crime and aid victims.

Under the proposed amendment,
banks, phone operators, and social
media owners would be held respon-
sible for damage from call centre scams
if they are found negligent or reckless.

Telecom operators and the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) would also
berequired to suspend SIM cards sus-
pected to have been used by scammers.

The committee assessing money
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transactions under the Anti-Money
Laundering Act would be allowed to
return stolen money to victims with-
out waiting for cases to be finalised
in court.

Penalties for revealing personal data
without consent would be increased,
with offenders facing up to five years
in prison or fines of up to five mil-
lion baht.

Regarding proxy or mule bank
accounts, the DES Ministry has been
investigating the ownership of SIM
cards to find irregularities, according
to Mr Prasert.

The NBTC has been instructed to
contact individuals possessing many
SIMs and those making over 100 calls

per day for explanations. SIM cards
will be suspended if their owners fail
to provide valid reasons, he said.

At a press conference, Mr Pra-
sert said more than 1.6 million bank
accounts were already suspended for
suspected links to fraudsters by the
end of December last year during the
government’s crackdown on mule
accounts. He urged individuals with
these accounts to contact their banks
and close them to avoid being pros-
ecuted, as banks have tightened checks
on customers to prevent the use of
proxy accounts for fraudulent trans-
actions. Those found guilty of opening
accounts on behalf of criminals also
face stiff penalties.
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