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US calls for access
to telecom market

NBTC disagrees with
American demands

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Management of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) disagrees in
principle with a US demand that Thai-
land should fully open up the local tel-
ecom market to foreigners, especially
satellite services, as part of recent
tariff negotiations.

Thailand’s type-3 telecom licence is
closed to maintain the country’s national
security, according to a source at the
Digital Economy and Society (DES)
Ministry who requested anonymity.

The type-3 licence is for operators
providing telecom services to a large
number of consumers via their own
networks. Competition from foreign
players is expected to widely affect the
public market, noted the source.

Laws limit foreign shareholding for
thislicence type to a maximum of 49%.

In addition, the source said the US
asked Thailand to define the WiFi fre-
quency standard here as the upper

It would be difficult to
adopt the proposals
as they conflict

with the regulator’s
rules and laws. If

we comply with the
US requests, the
government will have
to amend NBTC law
and regulations.

DIGITAL ECONOMY AND
SOCIETY MINISTRY SOURCE

band of 6 gigahertz, or between 5700
megahertz and 7100MHz.

The US operates its WiFi system on
some bands, including the 6GHz band.

Thailand’s WiFi network oper-
ates on the 2400MHz-2483.5MHz
and 5150MHz-5850MHz bands. The
upper band of 6GHz is being tested for
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telecom service.

In Thailand, the provision of a WiFi
service does not require a spectrum
licence, but all related devices have to
comply with NBTC standards.

The source said the NBTC is consid-
ering the two US requests.

The regulator needs to discuss the
issues withrelated agencies, especially
the Finance Ministry and the Depart-
ment of International Trade Negotia-
tions (DITN).

Talks are scheduled for a final deci-
sion by mid-September, the source said.

DIFFICULT PROPOSALS
The DES Ministry source told the Bang-
kok Post it would be difficult to adopt
the proposals as they conflict with the
regulator’s rules and laws.

“If we comply with the US requests,
the government will have to amend
NBTC law and regulations,” said
the source.

The source added the NBTC disa-
grees with defining the upper band
of 6GHz for WiFi, as well as allowing
foreign companies to operate telecom
businesses through a 100%-owned
juristic entity in Thailand.

The NBTC and related parties will
seek resolution of the WiFi proposal

€ Dataxet Thailand

Page: 1/2




Bangkok Post

Volume: -

Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 78.91
Circulation: 70,000

Ad Rate: 1,331

Section: Business/First Page - Business
Date: Friday 29 August 2025

No: -
Ad Value: 105,029.21

Headline: US calls for access to telecom market

Page: 1(Center)
PRValue (x3): 315,087.63

B Fully open up the local telecom market, especially
the low-Earthorbit (LEO) satellite business,

to foreign companies

B Thailand should define in principle the 6GHz band
(5700-7100MHz) as the band for operating WiFi service,

the same as the US's definition

first, the source said.

NBTC management will submit its
opinions on the US proposals to the
regulator’s board meeting on Sept 3,
according to an NBTC source who
requested anonymity.

The DITN is scheduled to discuss the
US tariff measures with all relevant par-
ties on Aug 28 and Sept 8-9.

The NBTC is expected to ask man-
agement to give their opinions on the
telecom issues at the meetings.

The DES Ministry source said the
US telecom demands are complicated
and sensitive issues, and have to be

carefully handled by the government
and related agencies.

The licensing regime for operating
telecom services using foreign satellites
is split into three categories: gateway
licences, landing rights licences, and
service licences.

All three licences require operations
through Thai companies or joint ven-
tures with foreign shareholdinglimited
to 49%.

Two Thai companies provide tel-
ecom services via their foreign part-
ners’ low-Earth orbit (LEO) satel-
lites: Thaicom under a partnership with

News ID: C-250829001001 (29 Aug 25/05:25)
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Globalstar, and National Telecom under
a partnership with Eutelsat OneWeb.

Representatives of the Starlink sat-
ellite internet constellation expressed
interest in investing and operating an
LEO satellite business in Thailand, said
the DES Ministry source.

Starlink said it is considering set-
ting up a wholly-owned company
in Thailand to invest in all facilities
and operations.

The NBTC told Starlink these meth-
ods may conflict with the rules of super-
visory agencies monitoring foreign
businesses in Thailand.
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