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BROADCASTING

Hearing on digital TV
direction ordered

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) board recently granted
approval for the NBTC office to hold
a public hearing on its proposal for
guidelines to regulate and promote
the digital TV industry, with a conclu-
sion expected by the end of this year.

The proposal calls for the regulator
to draw up a roadmap to develop the
TV broadcasting industry prior to the
licence expiry of digital TV broadcast-
ers in April 2029.

The NBTC is analysing future sce-
narios for Thailand's TV broadcasting
sector and its regulatory framework,
in line with the fast-changing indus-
try landscape.

A source on the NBTC board who
requested anonymity said the board
and office discussed many issues
regarding the office’s proposal.

The issues include a new definition
of the TV broadcasting business, the
regulatory direction, how streaming
platforms should be supervised, and
the rising costs of terrestrial digital
TV broadcasting networks.

The source said they also dis-
cussed the possibility of setting up a
web-based national streaming plat-
form, efforts to promote broadcast
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TV content and evaluate content
quality, as well as measures to sup-
port broadcasters.

Another issue is the develop-
ment of related technology to sup-
port people with disabilities access-
ing content.

The public hearing is expected to
include talks on whether the digital
TV broadcasting licences should con-
tinue to be awarded via an auction.

Other topics covered during the
discussions were the number of digi-
tal TV channels, the use of spectrum
by satellite TV operators, the devel-
opment of a flexible regulatory frame-
work, a revision of existing rules, and
an easing of operators’ costs stem-
ming from the regulations.

On Sept 10, the Association of Digi-
tal TV Broadcasting urged the NBTC
to expedite the process to complete
the roadmap before the licences of its
members expire in 2029.

Earlier the association asked the
regulator to extend the existing
licences after they expire in 2029 to
help the broadcasters survive threats
in the local digital TV landscape.

The digital TV business has
changed dramatically as consumers
flock to streaming content via social
platforms, while over-the-top plat-
forms continue to be developed.
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TELECOM

NBTC commissioner calls
for foreign satellite changes

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A commissioner on the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) wants the
regulator’s board to consider a draft
for anew licensing regime for services
using foreign satellites.

Somphop Purivigraipong said the
draft passed the hearing process
last year.

The new licensing regime should
drive development of the satellite
business landscape in Thailand, said
Mr Somphop.

The new regime aligns with global
practices, adding flexibility for local
telecom firms to deal with the compli-
cated space business, he said.

Under the draft, the NBTC split the
licences into three categories: a gate-
way licence, landing rights licence,
and a service licence.

The current regime awards only
one licence, which the holders can
use for gateways, satellite service, or
landing rights.

The gateway licence lets a company
provide gateway facilities to a foreign
satellite.

The landing rights licence is for
holding rights for uplink and down-
link satellite signals in the country.

The service licence allows com-
panies to provide commercial ser-
vices in the local market through for-
eign satellites.

All holders of these licence types
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must be Thai companies or joint ven-
tures in which 51% of shares are held
by a Thai juristic person.

AnNBTC management source who
requested anonymity said the draft
is suitable for developing the indus-
try and the space economy, accom-
modating current commercial ser-
vices through low-Earth-orbit (LEO)
satellites.

LEO satellites operate between 500
and 2,000 kilometres above the Earth’s
surface, compared with 36,000km for
geostationary satellites, the traditional
type of communications satellite.

The advantage of the lower orbit is
lower latency, benefiting those with
access to high-speed internet via
5G technology, Internet of Things
devices, machine-to-machine tech-
nology, as well as drone technol-
ogy and applications in areas that
require high levels of accuracy, such
as remote surgery.

Satellite operator Thaicom and
state agency National Telecom (NT)
plan to utilise their global partners’
LEO satellites to generate substantial
sources of revenue.

Thaicom launched the Thaicom-
Globalstar satellite gateway in Thai-
land in 2023 to provide LEO satellite
services and solutions.

The NBTC recently gave the green
light to NT to provide the country’s
first local satellite broadband internet
service using the LEO satellite of its
partner, Eutelsat OneWeb.
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