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No: -
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Headline: Internet subsidy project awaits approval

Page: 1(Bottom)
PRValue (x3): 68,421.60

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

»The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
is preparing to submit its “Net Khon
La Khrueng” project — which aims
to expand internet access among
low-income groups — to the cabinet
for approval.

Deputy government spokeswoman
Airin Phanrit said the programme, if
approved, will benefit more than 14 mil-
lion welfare card-holders nationwide,
offering 40 gigabytes of high-speed
internet per month for three months at
a subsidised rate of 160 baht per month.
Funding will come from the Universal
Service Obligation Fund, she said.

Once approved, registration is
expected to open before the year is out.
The NBTC will coordinate with mobile
operators to provide special packages
under the scheme.

“This project is designed to reduce
the digital divide, enabling equal access
to online education, employment and
government e-services,” Ms Airin said.
“Tt represents a significant step towards
asustainable digital society while stimu-
lating the digital economy and promot-
ing inclusivity for rural communities.”

Meanwhile, the Finance Ministry
reported strong progress in the Khon La
Khrueng Plus co-payment scheme. As
of Friday, more than 19 million partic-
ipants had spent a total of 37.93 billion
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nternet subsidy project awaits approval

baht at participating merchants across
the country, it said.

Fiscal Policy Office director Winij
Wisetsuwanaphoom said participants
can continue spending until Dec
31 between 6am and 11pm, via the
G-Wallet in the “Pao Tang” app. Daily
spending does not need to reach the full
200-baht entitlement, he said.

As of Friday, a total of 931,311 mer-
chants across the country had regis-
tered to participate, with 711,638 users
utilising their full benefits, he said.

Eligible spending covers goods and
services, such as haircuts and public
transport, but excludes lottery tickets,
alcohol, tobacco, gift cards, cash vouch-
ers and prepaid services.
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