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EXPLAINER

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Static outlook for digital TV channels

Regulator mulling options to help 15 operators
survive after licences expire in 2029

he National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) is exploring options to help
15 digital TV channels survive after
their licences expire in 2029.

The channels are perceived as venues
people can watch for reliable content,
according to the regulator.

There were 24 digital TV channels follow-
ing the licence auction in 2013, but only 15
remain after many decided to cease opera-
tions as a result of heavy financial burdens
and intensifying competition.

WHAT ARE THE NBTC’S OPTIONS?

One option is to set up a national
streaming platform as a formal, centralised
medium that connects all real-time stream-
ing programmes on digital TV channels.

All existing TV operators would connect
their streaming programmes to the new
platform, which would reflect real business

& J

activities and audiences, noted the NBTC.

The platform is intended to accurately
evaluate TV advertising revenue models,
benefiting TV channels in the future.

Another option is upgrading the capac-
ity of an existing streaming platform, such
as AIS Play, True ID or ThaiPBS, to be a
national streaming platform, said NBTC
commissioner Pirongrong Ramasoota.

She said this can be achieved through
collaboration between the platform owners
and digital TV operators.

The NBTC'’s engineering and broadcast-
ing technology division has finalised terms
of reference for hiring advisors to create a
prototype of a platform.

The platform development has been
listed on the NBTC's board meeting agenda
since early this year, yet it has not been dis-
cussed by the board.

The commission says it is ready to assign
its international advisors to start creating
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a platform prototype, assuming the board
approves the plan.

WHAT DOES THE INDUSTRY WANT FROM
THE NBTC?
The Association of Digital TV Broad-
casting (ADTEB) and the Online News

Producers Association recently submitted a
joint petition to the NBTC, urging it to expe-
dite finalising the digital TV roadmap.

They asked the NBTC to consider devel-
oping guidelines to supervise over-the-top
(OTT) broadcasting services and the devel-
opment of a national streaming platform.

The groups said the OTT issue is impor-
tant, given the problems of misinformation,
scams, distortion of information and the dis-
semination of inappropriate content on the
internet and social media in recent years.

A regulatory framework for OTT
streaming services would establish stand-
ards, responsibilities and ethics for ser-
vice providers.

Earlier the ADTEB urged the regulator to
extend the licences of its members.

ADTEB president Suparp Khleekajai said
many countries implemented the transition
from analogue TV to digital TV without a
licence auction.

The association also wants the regulator
to reconsider its plan to auction the 3500-
3800 megahertz spectrum for telecom ser-
vice, as many satellite TV stations now use
the band to broadcast programmes, while
60% of Thais view digital TV programmes
via satellite.

The country’s transition from analogue
TV broadcasts to digital through licensing
differs from the evolution of many other
countries, said Mr Suparp.

There were initially 24 digital TV channels
in Thailand, with five digital TV broad-
casting networks operated by three net-
work providers.

The digital TV channels operated on
the spectrum between 470-694MHz, then
shifted to 470-614MHz as some of the range
was reallocated for telecom service, align-
ing with International Telecommunication
Union standards.

Mrs Pirongrong said Malaysia’s transition
to digital TV was done via a sole broadcast-
ing network operated by MYTV Broadcast-
ing, which was appointed to develop and
operate infrastructure and network facilities

for digital TV channels.

Malaysia also has the MYTV website as
a digital TV platform to provide content to
viewers, offering opportunities for content
creators, owners and broadcasters to expand
their reach and business.

WHY ARE DIGITAL TV CHANNELS STILL
DEEMED NECESSARY?

99

It is possible only
3-5 digital TV
channels will exist
after 2029, which
may be operated
on high-definition
TV systems.

PIRONGRONG RAMASOOTA
NBTC COMMISSIONER

Mr Suparp said digital TV channels are
national TV platforms because they broad-
cast reliable, responsible and verifiable
content.

All digital TV channels are supervised
by the NBTC, while other digital platforms,
especially OTT, are not regulated.

According to a survey conducted by
US-based Nielsen Co Llc, watching TV
remains a popular activity across all gen-
erations in Thailand, according to 57% of
respondents.

In comparison, 41% of respondents listen
to music, 33% participate in sports or exer-
cise, 23% cook, and 22% give donations.

In addition, the survey found 61% of Gen

X prefer to watch TV both online and offline
in their free time, as do 54% of Gen Y and
47% of Gen Z.

“Many people nationwide, especially in
the provinces, still enjoy viewing TV as their
main channel for information and entertain-
ment in daily life,” said Mrs Pirongrong.

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR THAI
DIGITALTV?

She said it is too early to forecast whether
digital TV operators will be able to provide
content after their licences expire.

“It is still unclear what the TV licensing
regime will be after the 2029 expiry,” said
Mrs Pirongrong.

The digital TV infrastructure and net-
works are sufficient to deal with increasing
changes and threats driven by new tech
development and viewers’ shifting behav-
iour, she said.

“It is possible only 3-5 digital TV channels
will exist after 2029, which may be oper-
ated on high-definition TV systems,” said
Mrs Pirongrong.
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