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Headline: Commission opts to tighten data centre supervision
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The NBTC is
strengthening its
regulatory grip
on the booming
data centre
sector.

Commission opts to tighten
data centre supervision

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
is tightening its regulatory grip on the
booming data centre sector through a
proposed shift in the licensing regime
that will bring operators under closer
state scrutiny.

Trairat Viriyasirikul, acting secre-
tary-general of the NBTC, said the data
centre industry has become a magnet
for foreign direct investment, with
more than 10 firms receiving Board
of Investment privileges last year.

As the digital landscape evolves,
the number of licensed data centre
operators in the country has climbed
to more than 20.

The uptick has raised concerns
regarding the sector’s heavy con-
sumption of electricity and water, as
well as the management of domestic
data.

RECLASSIFICATION
To address these challenges, Mr Trai-
rat said the NBTC is finalising a draft
to reclassify the data centre operation
licence type from Type 1, which is
reserved for those without their own
network infrastructure, to Type 3.
This pivot means data centres will
be recognised as entities with their

own networks, triggering a more rig-
orous oversight regime, he said.

Under the Type 3 licensing frame-
work, the operators will be subject to
intensified monitoring and will be
required to pay higher annual regula-
tory fees to the commission.

“The NBTC's conceptual framework
aims to maximise the benefits of these
investments while minimising poten-
tial damages," Mr Trairat said.

The proposed changes also include
the possibility of zoning for data
centre development.

Mr Trairat pointed to international
benchmarks in Singapore and the US
as models for stricter supervision.

He said in the US, the regulator even
implemented a three-year pause on
new investments following a period of
intense, high-volume development to
stabilise the market.

RESOLUTION SEEN THIS YEAR
The new regulatory draft is set to
be presented to the NBTC board for
approval in the coming months.

Once cleared, it will undergo a
public hearing process. The commis-
sion expects the new regulations to
take effect within this year.

The move signals Thailand's tran-
sition towards a more mature digital
infrastructure market, balancing the
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hunger for foreign investment with the
need for resource sustainability and
robust data governance.

Mr Trairat said once the revised
regulations are officially announced,
current data centre licence holders
must consult with the commission to
reclassify their licences from Type 1
to Type 3.

This mandatory shift will apply to
both existing players and those seeking
to establish operations in Thailand.

He said this regulatory adjust-
ment is vital for securing Thailand’s
cyber sovereignty, ensuring a robust
and self-reliant digital ecosystem for
the nation.

A recent study by Time Consult-
ing commissioned by the telecom
regulator forecasts the local data
centre sector to grow at an average
annual rate of 27.7% between 2025
and 2031, with market value surging
from roughly 470 billion baht to 2.02
trillion baht.

Global technology giants are scal-
ing up investments in hyperscale
data centres in Thailand. Their com-
bined investment is expected to reach
roughly US$20 billion by 2030, noted
the report.

The rapid adoption of Al technolo-
gies is fuelling demand for data pro-
cessing and storage capabilities.
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