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POLITICS

PP urges disclosure of agency pay, perks

The opposition People’s Party (PP) has
called on independent state agencies
to publicly disclose the salaries, allow-
ances and welfare benefits of their exec-
utives, amid criticism that the party has
been outmanoeuvred on parliamentary
welfare reform.

Speaking in parliament yesterday,
Bhuntin Noumjerm, a PP MP for Bang-
kok, said taxpayers have a right to know
how much top officials at independ-
ent bodies receive in compensation
and benefits.

He said such transparency would
enable both the public and other insti-
tutions to properly scrutinise agencies
that operate with significant autonomy.

Mr Bhuntin cited examples, includ-
ing the Office of the Ombudsman,
where expert advisers reportedly
receive 48,730 baht per month, secre-
taries 44,310 baht, and assistant secre-
taries 22,155 baht, in addition to travel
and welfare benefits under rules set by
the agencies themselves.

He also pointed to the National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC),
where commissioners are thought to be
able to have up to three special secu-
rity officers each, with compensation
ranging from 25,000 to 31,000 baht per
month per officer, plus 15,000 baht in
annual health insurance.

He said executives at the National
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Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission already receive high
salaries, and when official vehicles and
related privileges are included, total
compensation can approach 500,000
baht per month.

Mr Bhuntin questioned the argu-
ment that high pay guarantees integrity
or better performance, citing a recent
alleged bribery case involving gold bars
and NACC officials as evidence that
generous compensation does not nec-
essarily prevent corruption. The move
comes after the party faced backlash
for appearing slow to act on reforming
parliamentary privileges following the
bid to cut MP meal allowances.
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