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Headline: Commission okays drone regulation reforms

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Commission okays drone
regulation reforms

Strengthens national
operational oversight

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
has approved anew set of draft regula-
tions to expand drone spectrum use,
upgrade technical standards, and
strengthen oversight of drone opera-
tions nationwide.

Commissioner Air Marshal Thana-
pant Raicharoen said the NBTC’s board
meeting on April 7 endorsed four draft
notifications covering key aspects of
drone operations.

These include regulations on
spectrum licensing conditions for

unmanned aerial vehicles, technical
standards for onboard radar systems,
ground station communications via
satellite networks, and general criteria
for the use of radio frequencies and
telecom equipment.

The new framework marks a sig-
nificant shift from previous rules,
which limited drone operations to
within “visual line of sight’) to cover
more advanced use cases such as
logistics, surveillance, and indus-
trial applications.

In addition, new spectrum bands
have been allocated for drone radar
systems to enhance obstacle avoidance
and collision prevention capabilities.

A key highlight of the draft regula-
tions is the introduction of a manda-
tory remote ID system. This will allow
drones to broadcast identification and
real-time location data during flight,
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effectively functioning as a “digital
licence plate”.

The system is expected to improve
transparency and enable both authori-
ties and the public to monitor drone
activity more effectively.

The NBTC has proposed additional
spectrum allocations across multiple
categories for drones to improve oper-
ational efficiency.

There are new unlicensed bands
at 72-72.475MHz and 920-925MHz,
supplementing existing bands such
as 433MHz, 2.4GHz and 5.8GHz.

Meanwhile, the use includes all
allocated mobile telecom bands,
excluding the 2600MHz band.

In addition, it comprises satellite
spectrum in the 1518-1559MHz and
1610-1660.5MHz ranges, subject to
prior flight approval from the Civil
Aviation Authority of Thailand.

A farmer inspects
a drone prior to
deployment.
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AM Thanapant added that while
Thailand has required drone registra-
tion since 2020, the previous frame-
work relied mainly on notification
rather than licensing and was limited
to unlicensed bands and operation
within visual line of sight.

Under the new draft, drones capable

of beyond visual line of sight opera-
tions will require ownership authori-
sation prior to use. Combined with
the remote ID requirement, these
measures are expected to significantly
strengthen regulatory enforcement.

The NBTC is inviting stakeholders
and the public to participate in an
upcoming public hearing on the draft
before finalising the regulations.

The commission is also coordi-
nating closely with the Civil Aviation
Authority of Thailand and military
agencies to ensure alignment across
safety and security frameworks.
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NBTC UPDATES DRONE REGULATIONS
The NBTC has approved draft regulations

to expand drone spectrum and tighten
nationwide oversight. 3

NBTC to embed OTT oversight in plan

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
hasreached a consensus that it has the
authority to regulate over-the-top (OTT)
platforms, and will embed this oversight
in its upcoming Broadcasting and Tel-
evision Master Plan (2026-2030).

The decision was made after five
hours of debate on this single conten-
tious issue at a recent board meeting.

OTT services deliver video,
audio and television content via the
public internet.

Platforms such as YouTube have
rapidly reshaped content consump-
tion habits in Thailand, raising ques-
tions over regulatory parity with tradi-
tional broadcasters.

The meeting, chaired by NBTC chair-
man Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck,
involved lengthy discussions on the def-
inition of OTT services, underscoring
thelegal and conceptual complexity of

{$ 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

regulating borderless digital platforms.

At one point, repeated questions
over terminologyled to tension among
board members, with commissioner
Pirongrong Ramasoota expressing
concern that prolonged definitional
debates could delay long-awaited pro-
gress on the draft Broadcasting and
Television Master Plan.

CONSENSUS REACHED
A breakthrough came after commis-
sioner Supachai Supachalasai proposed
that the board move beyond discus-
sions on the definition of OTT services
tofocus instead on policy direction. The
board ultimately agreed that the NBTC
possesses the authority to regulate OTT
services, based on existing legal inter-
pretations and prior board resolutions
dating back to 2017 and 2023, which
classify OTT as a form of broadcast-
ing service.

However, the regulator acknowl-
edged that oversight would need to be

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND
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exercised in coordination with other
agencies, particularly the Electronic
Transactions Development Agency
(ETDA), which enforces the Royal
Decree on Digital Platform Services
(2022), requiring platform operators
to notify authorities of their busi-
ness activities.

Mrs Pirongrong said that the regu-
latory approach would prioritise plat-
form-level accountability rather than
direct control over content creators
or influencers.

“The focus will be on establishing
accountability mechanisms for the
platforms themselves, not on regulating
individual content producers,” she said,
noting that detailed regulatory criteria
would be developed after the master
plan is finalised.

The NBTC'’s move to govern OTT
services is an effort to level the playing

field between traditional digital TV
operators, who are subject to stringent
licensing conditions and compliance

Over-the-top
platforms have
rapidly reshaped
content
consumption
habits in
Thailand.
PATTANAPONG
HIRUNARD
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costs, and OTT platforms, which have
so far operated under a lighter regula-
tory framework.

Key criteria for oversight are expected
to include whether a platform actively
targets Thai users, offers Thai-language
interfaces, and distributes audiovisual
content within the country.

Commissioner Air Marshal Thana-
pant Raicharoen said that the NBTC is
urgently addressing regulatory gaps,
particularly in tackling the spread of
harmful or misleading online content.

He noted that the new master plan
would seek to maximise the use of
existing legal tools while strengthen-
ing inter-agency cooperation to ensure
more effective governance of digital
media ecosystems.

The NBTCis also exploring the devel-
opment of a national digital platform
to facilitate public access to radio and
television content via the internet.

Such a platform could serve as a stra-
tegic channel to promote Thai cultural
identity and ensure the continued rel-
evance of domestic broadcasters amid
intensifying competition from global
streaming giants.

The draft broadcasting and TV
master plan will continue to undergo
deliberation, with further discussions
scheduled for April 21-22.

Issues such as thelong-term roadmap
for digital television broadcasting and
the future of broadcastlicensing frame-
works remain under consideration.

In the latest meeting round, the
NBTC did not discuss whether to extend
digital TV broadcasting licences after
they end in 2029.
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TRUE

Strengthens 5G and Broadband Nationwide for Songkran
Festival as High Fuel Prices Shape Travel Behavior, Supporting
Mobility and Family Activities Across All Regions

Mitihoon - Mr. Khurrum Ashfaque, Chief Network Officer
of True Corporation Public Company Limited, said, “We are not
only planning network capacity for Songkran travel but also
preparing for changing usage behavior. Traditionally,
Songkran traffic concentrated in major destinations and
long-distance travel. This year, we expect a more distributed
and flexible pattern across interprovincial travel, local
activities, and home usage. Digital demand will remain high
but spread across major event locations, transport routes,
rest areas, and communities, alongside continued growth in
home broadband usage.”

To support this trend, True has ensured 5G and 4G read-
iness across five key areas nationwide:

+ Tourist attractions, temples, and merit-making loca-
tions

*  Songkran water celebration venues

+  Transport hubs such as airports, bus terminals, and
railway stations

*  Main interprovincial road networks

* Rest areas and gas stations along key routes
In Bangkok and surrounding areas, special focus has been
placed on major Songkran event locations and global tourist
attractions, including IKhaosan Road, Silom Road, Siam Square,
and large-scale festivals such as SIAM Songkran Music Festival,
520 Songkran Music Festival, and X Festival, as well as key
activity zones nationwide.

For this year’s Songlkran, True has implemented comprehensive
network enhancement solutions to support higher and more
complex usage, including:

+  Deployment of Cells on Wheels (COWSs) at high-density
locations

+ Installation of temporary base stations at key venues

and tourist areas nationwide
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Network parameter tuning aligned with festival usage
behavior

Expansion of IBC to strengthen indoor coverage across
Bangkok

Real-time network managementacrossall service layers

True continues to work closely with the NBTC to maintain
network quality and build confidence among all users, whether
traveling or staying at home during the holiday period.
“This year's network readiness reflects True's role in strength-
ening digital infrastructure to support real-life usage across
all scenarios, accommodating both travel demand and more
flexible lifestyles of Thai consumers,” Mr. Khurrum said.

To celebrate Songkran, True is offering special promotions
to customers nationwide. Customers who spend 500 baht at
participating True Shops and dtac Shops at 129 locations will
receive a complimentary waterproof bag, starting April 7, with

one privilege per person.

Trueis also partnering with the Tourism Authority of Thai-
land to support Songkran festivities in Bangkok, offering ex-
clusive privileges at Lumpini Park and Benjakitti Park from
April 11 to 15, 2026. Customers can enjoy complimentary
refreshments, including Coca-Cola Zero, Slurpee, mineral wa-
ter, and ice cream, along with discounts of up to 50 percent
at KFC and up to 10 percent on art workshops for TrueBlacl
and dtac PLATINUM BLUE customers. Tourist SIM users can
also receive a free waterproof pouch at True booths during

the event.
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