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Headline: Cabinet clears World Cup bid

Cabinet clears
World Cup bid

Questions over free
view access funding

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA
CHAIRITH YONPIAM

The cabinet has approved the pur-
chase of broadcasting rights for the
Fifa World Cup to ensure Thai view-
ers can watch the tournament free
of charge, though questions remain
over the source of the 1.3-billion-
baht budget for the acquisition.

Government spokeswoman
Rachada Dhnadirek denied reports
that the cabinet had approved the
use of central government funds
worth 1.3 billion baht, clarifying that
the cabinet had only acknowledged
the coordination plan and assigned
the Public Relations Department to
oversee the process.

According to media reports, the
cabinet resolution passed yesterday
allows the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to purchase the broadcasting
rights for the 2026 Fifa World Cup.
The NBTC will serve as the main
agency in seeking private-sector

support and advertising sponsor-
ship for the broadcasts, ensuring the
public can watch the tournament free
of charge. Reports indicate that 1.3
billion baht will be needed.

The 23rd Fifa World Cup is sched-
uled to take place from June 11 to July
19 and will be jointly hosted by the
United States, Canada and Mexico.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvi-
rakul said after the cabinet meeting
that ministers had acknowledged
the matter and that the government
would “do its best” to make broad-
casts available to the Thai public. The
Public Relations Department would
coordinate with the NBTC to ensure
broadcasts proceed “as they have
every time before”

When asked whether the govern-
ment itself would purchase the rights
or leave the matter to private con-
cessionaires, Mr Anutin declined to
provide details, saying the responsi-
ble agencies would handle arrange-
ments. Asked whether Thai people
would be able to watch for free, he
replied: “Of course it must be free.”

NBTC chairman Dr Sarana Boon-
baichaiyapruck said the PRD would
first submit a detailed plan before
any funding decision is made. One
possible option would be to seek

support from the Broadcasting, Tel-
evision and Telecommunications
Development Fund for Public Ben-
efit, similar to the arrangement used
during the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.
However, he stressed that no formal
request had yet been submitted and
that any proposal would require
approval from the NBTC board.

Trairat Viriyasirikul, NBTC's acting
secretary-general, said the commis-
sion was still awaiting the cabinet
resolution and further details regard-
ing possible financial support.

Media reports said the board
would have to carefully consider
any request, including which fund-
ing source could legally be used. Sup-
port for the 2022 World Cup rights
— which involved around 600 mil-
lion baht in NBTC funding — later
led to multiple disputes between
the Sports Authority of Thailand and
private-sector partners, with some
reimbursement issues still unre-
solved. The World Cup has since
been removed from Thailand’s “Must
Have” broadcasting rules, meaning
rights holders are no longer legally
required to air matches on free-
to-air television, with estimated
costs expected to reach 1.5-1.6 bil-
lion baht.

News ID: C-260513001008 (13 May 26/04:39)

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND
{$ 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 ¥ help@dataxet.co € Dataxet Thailand

Page: 1/1

& www.dataxet.co

>



Section: First Section/&4AN

Fuf: W5 13 WO¥NAN 2569

J#: 32 avufl: 7906
Col.Inch: 42.40 Ad Value: 35,700.80
ABANI: FIANININ

[ ] k]
u
Khao Hoon

Circulation: 80,000
Ad Rate: 842

Wi 4(‘5'181)

PRValue (x3): 107,102.40 AaY: 217-61

e AUl

wiefaRans1eiu  “dravfugsia”
nszuaniisdaszuvisamanuiilésy
anuteugigazasssine ativlsean
Suws? 13 WauMeN WA 2569.C..
wiifadunfisgmaasinmaduamo
wSn AN G TR HaRudlnas
demd ivandudhgaaneuedudn
%1 n¥sslanigeiluaesagmiTia
N 2,809 Mueaan asiewhean
rhdandudhglvae Risk-on aehafitie-
iy Phauladousiasouitlily
nenehueunalilad vda Al usidy
nasneludiodu Value way Domestic
Play 3nau B hmsRushaTaRelu
2wt Wlduemdsmengsumiion
feiaan duemeriulve uifmauss
nevhmisunnumdudnine ue
Sudunsavaaidaaulunguswans
wazNeiu TINDINFNWRIL yuei
ANHEUHIUINAAAMAIN 16% WAE
13.3% @yviaunganaduntiniiay

{$ 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

dliuds log vathnasseadu
Ineasfaunisdlunsauueugay 12-
25 6. fiseé 1.450-1,530 90..0..
NF AIN.auNEIY 1,300 AU
1% nawe. dsdvAnidisnansa
Wouealan 202¢ wunWEAd wias
Aoongusan uifefauandarud
Aundasiunssursuazmsuilne
Fsuteiuvauaalan 2026 ugeszwing
11 8.u.-19 NA. 2569 UANTIER
4BIUINGED 3 NFUNAN 1ofun
ICT (ADVANC, TRUE), da TV
(BEC, MONO, ONEE) uazenian-
m’%;a\'s'ﬁw (CPALL, ICHI, CBG) s
fovufifneldanigr goaths L
uay TU.O.qmilawhien “nsuivng
emsasie” slua;ﬂﬁ il &ugsueEas
HARBLWIL URdeIutaiuf “eRaslie”
way “Usvsumsolldom aesgnénlyl
whanu Seiisluenefidnhidiaaln
fide vadauas Ffsnsdunsdm
Wealth Management athasaifing
189 “Auto Top Funds Portfolio”
imuﬁ@wa%mnamué’mﬁwﬁ'@?ﬂﬁﬁmﬁ
sanh 4 3 IiFunsmausufiangnén
dawa isaenBuasumeldmeims
(AUM) @ulenaisssdiu 4,000 anam

FRAWNTBITLILANE L inINTE

%d217: C-260513013039 (13 W.A. 69/05:22)
Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

& www.dataxet.co ¥ help@dataxet.co

SV EEWETEERTlaN Wiok
ﬁwgt,%m“zmyﬂaﬂﬂ%uwaémé'mhﬁ@slﬁ
HOANRBITLNNNBIMIAINULATNTIE
ameesindde sge “de-duws
Raudvinthadey” nesumsgiams
Munagnt Buniheayanduns
flodh “Wealth Solution Plan” 7
sanuuymsnsiuvedhvsneuaeseey
emsideTasuavau mauﬂqmél‘;\mi
MefnBueu Tueluie Suiluws
Tautlenearangaeuazanediule.o..
ﬁmnmmmmmﬁmuﬁﬁumuqma::
¢Fosfinmalndde swensinewdizd
Wunmhinagws Digital Bank with
Human Touch ssgmaiu Al-First
Bank ¢nemsnsydiuLamargams
AAVIADENIATLIAT wﬁﬂwmﬂﬁwﬁ@
famawWam SCB Connect il
Sﬂfﬁaamwé’nﬁ‘ﬁqﬂﬁgné’wa@mm
sowunsaiasuldiuuGualnd sassy
AnndaIMIgnamnIYiL laeiwwe
ndx SCB WEALTH #filas MY
ALERT #reuusthuasidadiaulama
asulwnivnzame W

HU 171

€ Dataxet Thailand



