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WORLD CUP

Govt speeds up broadcast preparations

POST REPORTERS

Several state agencies will fast-track
preparations for the live broadcast of
the 2026 Fifa World Cup, with authori-
ties racing to finalise legal, technical
and financial arrangements before the
tournament begins.

According to reports from Gov-
ernment House, the cabinet this
week appointed the Public Relations
Department (PRD) as the lead agency
responsible for coordinating all par-
ties involved in securing and manag-
ing the broadcast of the 2026 Fifa World
Cup, which will be held from June 11
to July 19 in the United States, Canada
and Mexico.

The cabinet also outlined responsi-
bilities for several agencies in ensur-
ing the broadcasts proceed on schedule
and comply with all legal and techni-
cal requirements.

Under the resolution, the PRD will
serve as the main coordinating body
overseeing broadcasting operations
and liaising with the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission and private-sector partners on
licensing fees and related expenses.

The Finance Ministry has been
instructed to consider tax exemp-
tions related to the procurement of
broadcasting rights, as well as possible
relaxation of procurement regulations
to speed up implementation.
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The Ministry of Digital Economy and
Societywill oversee signal transmission
and technical operations, including
anti-piracy measures to prevent broad-
cast signals from being leaked to online
gambling websites.

The Office of the Attorney General
will review draft contracts and provide
legal advice to ensure agreements for
acquiring broadcasting rights comply
with regulations.

The Royal Thai Police will maintain
public order and enforce strict meas-
ures against illegal football gambling
throughout the tournament.

The Commerce Ministry and Foreign
Affairs Ministry will jointly handle intel-
lectual property rights issues.
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TELECOM

Thaicom given more time
to launch satellite

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
board has given Thaicom until Sep-
tember 2027 to launch the Thaicom 9
satellite to replace the ageing Thaicom
4 to 119.5° East, in order to maintain
Thailand's orbital slot rights.

An NBTC source who requested
anonymity said the board voted 4-3
on May 12 to grant the extension to
Thaicom subsidiary Space Tech Inno-
vation (STI), citing force majeure cir-
cumstances linked to manufacturing
delays of Thaicom 9.

Thaicom secured the rightsto use the
119.5° E orbital slot inan NBTC auction
in January 2023.

The auction conditions required the
company to replace Thaicom 4 with a
new satellite three years after obtaining
the rights to the slot, with the original
deadline set for May 15, 2026.

According to Thaicom, US-based
satellite manufacturer Astranis
encountered technical problems with
components, forcing a delay in the
construction and launch schedule of

Thaicom 9.

Thaicom 9 preserves Thailand’s use
of the orbital slot and associated fre-
quency rights, potentially preventing
the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) from cancelling the coun-
try’s filing rights for the orbital position.

The NBTC board also resolved notto
seize Thaicom's bank guarantee of 109
million baht until the deadline of Sep-
tember 2027, and imposed additional
conditions governing frequency utilisa-
tion during the interim period in which
no operational satellite is stationed at
the orbital slot.

The regulator is preparing to submit
documents to the ITU by June 8 to
requestan extension of the suspension
of frequencies at the 119.5° E slot, pend-
ing the launch of Thaicom 9.

In related news, NBTC commis-
sioner Somphop Purivikraipong said
the board acknowledged arequest from
STI seeking to postpone deployment
of a new satellite at the 78.5° E orbital
slot.

The board did not grant this request
as the deadline to launch replacement
satellites has not occurred.

STI operates Thaicom 6 and Thaicom
8 satellites in that position.

The board voted 4-3 to grant the
extension to Thaicom subsidiary
Space Tech Innovation, citing force
majeure circumstances linked to
manufacturing delays of Thaicom 9.
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