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Headline: PLE sues NBTC over contract dispute
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I’LL SEE YOU IN COURT

PLE sues the NBTC over a contract dispute in
building the regulator’s new headquarters in
Nonthaburi. 3

PLE sues NBTC over contract dispute

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The long-delayed construction of the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission’s (NBTC)
new headquarters has resulted in alegal
dispute after the contractor Power Line
Engineering Plc (PLE) filed a lawsuit
against the regulator, accusing it of
unlawfully terminating the construc-
tion contract.

The company demanded compensa-
tion of 1.8 billion baht.

The dispute concerns the construc-
tion and interior works of the new NBTC
office complex on Rattanathibet Road
in Nonthaburi province, a project that
has faced repeated delays and remains
unfinished more than seven years after
work began.

According to the complaint filed with
the Central Administrative Courton Feb
14, 2025, PLE alleges the NBTC office
unlawfully and unfairly terminated
the construction agreement despite
the delays being largely attributable to
factors beyond the contractor’s control.

Court documents state on Jan 22,

2019, the NBTC office signed a contract
worth 2,64 billion baht with PLE for the
construction and interior decoration of
the new headquarters complex.

The project consists of eight build-
ings, including the main headquarters
building, museum and library, service
and convention centre, parking facili-
ties, press building, clubhouse, archive
and laboratory building, and an exter-
nal parking structure.

The contract also covered additional
facilities such as a futsal field, guard-
houses, connecting walkways, furniture

installation and various engineering
systems.

Construction commenced on Jan 23,
2019 and was scheduled for completion
onJan 6, 2022,

However, PLE said the project suf-
fered extensive delays because the
NBTC office failed to hand over con-
struction areas on schedule and repeat-
edlyrevised architectural and engineer-
ing designs across multiple buildings.

The company also cited disruptions
caused by the pandemic, which further
slowed progress.

The lawsuit said the NBTC office
issued a notice on April 11, 2024 order-
ing suspension of all construction and
interior works, effective immediately,
after determining that accumulated
work progress remained below 85%
of the contract value after the project
deadline had passed.

PLE complied with the suspension
order and halted construction from
April 11, 2024 onward.

Subsequently, on Feb 3, 2025, the
NBTC office formally terminated the
contract, arguing that the contractor
had failed to achieve atleast 85% com-
pletion of the contracted work by the
delivery deadline and was therefore in
breach of contract conditions.

PLE rejected the accusation, insisting
that the delays were not caused by con-
tractor negligence but by the regulator’s
own shortcomings, particularly delayed
site handovers and repeated modifica-
tions to construction plans and work
areas, which directly affected the pro-
ject timeline and technical execution.

The company argued the NBTC
office previously acknowledged the

complications surrounding the pro-
ject and suspended the construction
“to prevent damage to both parties” and
to ensure the new headquarters could
ultimately fulfil its intended objectives.

According to the lawsuit, the regula-
tor later reversed its position by using
the same delayed progress as grounds
for contract termination, despite
the suspension order already being
in place.

PLE also claimed the NBTC office
failed to comply with Section 387 of
Thailand’s Civil and Commercial Code
governing lawful contract termination,
and accused the agency of exercising its
termination rights in bad faith.

The company argued that an unlaw-
ful or bad-faith contract termination
by a state agency gives rise to liabil-
ity for damages incurred by the pri-
vate contractor.

As aresult, PLE has asked the Central
Administrative Court to order the NBTC
office to pay outstanding construction
fees and compensate the company for
damages arising from what it described
as an unlawful breach of contract.
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