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Headline: Court ruling fails to settle NBTC chair dispute
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Court ruling fails to settle NBTC chair dispute

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A former commissioner of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) has urged
any party affected by the dispute over
the chairman’s qualification to ask the
Central Administrative Court to make
a definitive ruling on the chairman’s
legal status.

Dr Prawit Leesathapornwongsa said
either persons or organisations should
demonstrate how they have been
directly affected by the impasse at the
NBTC. The move offers an opportunity
for the Central Administrative Courtto
clarify the chairman’s legal status once

and for all, helping to resolve the uncer-
tainty surrounding the NBTC's deci-
sion-making authority and allowing the
regulator to resume its work without
furtherlegal ambiguity, Dr Prawit said.

The Supreme Administrative Court
on Aug 31 overruled the lower court’s
previous decision, directing the latter
to accept the petition of NBTC chair-
man Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck
for consideration after the NBTC selec-
tion committee ruled to disqualify him
from office.

The board meeting was called off
again yesterday as Dr Sarana informed
management that the meeting should
be postponed to Sept 9.

News ID: C-260904001015 (4 Sep 26/05:11)

NBTC commissioner AM Thanapant
Raicharoen has insisted Dr Sarana can
no longer perform his duties as chair-
man following the Supreme Adminis-
trative Court’s ruling. Speaking along-
side NBTC commissioners Pirongrong
Ramasoota and Suphat Suphachalasai,
AM Thanapant said the ruling had
significant implications for Dr Sara-
na's status.

The high court ordered Dr Sarana’s
lawsuit against the NBTC selection
committee to be accepted for consid-
eration by the Central Administrative
Court. The selection committee found
that Dr Sarana had relinquished his
right to become a commissioner by

violating NBTC law.

According to AM Thanapant's inter-
pretation of the high court ruling,
the committee’s decision constitutes
grounds for Dr Sarana to be disquali-
fied. He said the court regarded the
committee’s ruling as an administra-
tive order that took effect against Dr
Sarana from the date he was notified
by the committee, meaning he can no
longer perform his duties.

The court’s decision to consider Dr
Sarana’s lawsuit does not suspend or
invalidate the administrative order, said
AM Thanapant, adding that the NBTC
Office should hold meetings with only
the six remaining commissioners.
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Nectec steps up push
for tech sovereignty

Agency betting on
frontier segments

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

The National Electronics and Com-
puter Technology Center (Nectec)
has estimated its research gener-
ates an economic impact of more
than 10 billion baht annually as the
agency shifts its focus towards tech-
nological sovereignty and steps up
investment in quantum technology,
physical artificial intelligence (AI) and
space communications.

Chai Wutiwiwatchai, executive
director of Nectec, said after four
decades of driving Thailand’s infor-
mation and communications tech-
nology development, the agency is
repositioning itself as a driver of Al,
advanced digital technologies and
deep tech.

“The goal is to move beyond
merely adopting emerging technolo-
gies towards developing domestic
knowledge and capabilities that give
Thailand greater ownership and
control over critical technologies,”
he said.

Over the next year, the agency
plans to advance initiatives in quan-
tum technology, physical Al and
space communications while pre-
paring supporting infrastructure and
funding.

In quantum technology, Nectec'’s
supercomputer team has proposed
a pilot project to develop quan-
tum infrastructure.

Instead of immediately making
large investments in locally installed

quantum computers, the agency
is studying collaboration with
international partners while selec-
tively developing some compo-
nents locally.

The quantum research is to focus
on two main areas. The first is quan-
tum cryptography, including security
and encryption protocols aimed at
protecting national systems as quan-
tum computing advances.

The second combines quantum
materials, photonics and sensing
technologies to develop highly pre-
cise sensors.

In the areas of physical AI and
robotics, Nectec has already embed-
ded researchers with leading robot-
ics companies as it anticipates robots
becoming increasingly integrated into
industrial operations.

The agency also plans to import
advanced robotic platforms for
researchers to study through reverse
engineering, allowing them to under-
stand the underlying technologies
rather than simply operate imported
systems and to identify applications
best suited to Thailand.

In space communications, Nectec
signed a memorandum of under-
standing with the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Com-
mission to cooperate on establishing
standards for the sector.

Such preparation will become
increasingly important as connectiv-
ity through low-Earth orbit satellites
becomes more integrated into every-
day communications.

SHORTENING THE PATH

Nectec is also seeking to shorten the
path from research to the market. The
agency is working with organisations
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specialising in business spin-offs,
including the National Innovation
Agency, to accelerate the deploy-
ment of research into economic and
social applications.

Nectec estimates that from 2022-
2025 its cumulative economic impact
reached 50 billion baht, representing
a 14-fold return on investment com-
pared with the government budget
allocated to the agency.

Mr Chai said technological sover-
eignty is an important national issue
that warrants greater resources, but
securing additional government
funding ultimately depends on the
agency’s ability to clearly define and
demonstrate its key performance indi-
cators to budget authorities.

Supachai Pathumnakul, higher
education, science, research and
innovation permanent secretary,
said Thailand needs to prepare now
for technologies that could reshape
its economy and industries over
10-20 years.

Nectec’s National Labs have a criti-
cal role in developing frontier tech-
nologies, particularly during the early
stages when private companies may
be unable to absorb the high risks
associated with R&D, he said.

Sukit Limpijumnong, president
of the National Science and Tech-
nology Development Agency, said
Nectec's next challenge is to bring
deep technologies out of laborato-
ries, turning them into innovations
capable of addressing national chal-
lenges and improving people’s quality
of life.

This strategy was outlined at
NECTEC-ACE 2026 yesterday, the 18th
edition of the annual event marking
the agency’s 40th anniversary.
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