NBTC Broadcasting Committee Takes Thai Broadcasting Industry to Next Level with Digital TV License Auction

Auction Opens on December 26 with HD and SD Licenses

Col. Dr. Natee Sukonrat, Vice Chairman of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission and Chairman of the NBTC Broadcasting Committee, revealed that the NBTC Office is organizing the digital television broadcasting license auction on Thursday, December 26 to Friday, December 27, 2013. The auction marks the first step in Thailand’s transition from analog to terrestrial digital television broadcasting.

The auction holds at CAT Tower, a CAT Telecom office in Bangrak, on both days, with two rounds scheduled for the first day on December 26. The first round, scheduled for 8:00-12:00 with the auction session time set at 11:00-12:00, sees seven variety high-definition (variety HD) channels go on the auction block, while the second round – scheduled for 14:00-20:00 with an auction session during 16:00-17:00 – features seven variety standard-definition (variety SD) channels.

The seven general HD licenses in the opening round will enter the auction with a starting-bid price of THB 1,510 million, with bidding prices increasing in intervals of THB 10 million. The seven general SD licenses, meanwhile, will start with a reserve price of THB 380 million, and 16 contesting bidders can raise their bid prices in intervals of THB 5 million. Each auction session will last 60 minutes. Bidders are required to underline their intention to compete by submitting their first bids within the first five minutes or face expulsion from the auction with no refund of the guarantee fee. In the event that the number of standing bids is higher than the number of licenses available, an additional five minutes will be added to the auction time until only one standing bid remains for each license, after which the auction will conclude.

Should the number of standing bids remain higher than the number of available licenses at the end of the auction period, a draw will be held to break the tie between bids with the lowest price.

Each bidder is free to submit bids at any time in the session, and the auction computer system will provide live information on current results, bidder status, current bid price and standing bid price.

Takorn Tantasith, Secretary-General of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission, noted that the first round of the auction, which features seven general HD licenses, will have nine bidders in contest: Bangkok Television and Radio Co., Ltd., PM Group Co., Ltd., BEC-Multimedia Co., Ltd., Thai Broadcasting Co., Ltd., MCOT Plc., GMM HD Digital TV Co., Ltd., Amarin Television Co., Ltd., Bangkok Media and Broadcasting Co., Ltd. and Triple V Broadcast Co., Ltd.

All bidders are required to comply with the following regulations:
Each representative of the bidding company must proceed through a checkpoint for thorough inspection of clothing and belongings before registering for a pass. Each bidder can have 1 representative present in the bidder ordering draw, and this representative will take part in the draw for auction room numbers and username/password envelopes.
Auction officials will lead bidder representative to their respective rooms. Each representative will then log into the system upon notification from officials. Bidder representatives are required to remain inside their respective auction rooms until the end of the auction session regardless of their status or participation in the auction. A representative must notify the official stationed outside the auction room for a restroom break.
Bidder representatives can contact the auction host in front of the room to discuss issues or make requests. The host will keep a record of each issue or request – including problems with computer systems or other equipment. Auction officials will keep a record of these issues and notify the auction control room for immediate rectification.

At the end of each auction, the bidder representative must print out a copy of the final bid price certificate as well as a screen capture of said price. The following documents are to be submitted to auction officials: auction room number sheet and envelope, username/password sheet and envelope, and final bid price certificate and screen capture. Auction officials will then lead each bidder representative from the auction rooms to the first floor, where the representatives will sign the following documents: username/password sheet, final bid price certificate and screen capture, and record of issues reported.
Upon completion of the two-day auction, the Committee will provide official certification of results within 15 days of the auction’s conclusion, and the announcement of auction winners will mark the end of the auction process.

For more information, please contact:
Corporate Communications Division, National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission Office (NBTC Office)
Tel: 0-2271-0151 ext. 315-317 / Fax: 0-2290-5241

