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Page: 1(Top Left), 4
PRValue (x3): 210,271.38 Clip: Full Color

Headline: NT vows ‘'smooth transition’

Mobile service shifts
to 700MHz network

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

National Telecom (NT) is committed
to a smooth transition of its mobile
phone service following the expiration
of its rights over the 850MHz, 2100MHz
and 2300MHz bands on Aug 4.

The state agency earlier operated the
three bands under partnership agree-
ments with private telecom operators.

Sutisak Tantayotin, deputy secre-
tary-general of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), said the NBTC
has acknowledged that NT has con-
tinued to migrate its more than 2 mil-

2100MHz and 2300MHz bands on Aug 4.

NT is committed to a smooth transition of its mobile phone service following the expiration of its rights over the 850MHz,

NT VOWS *SMOOTH TRANSITION’
National Telecom (NT) pledges a smooth
transition of its mobile phone service after the
expiry of its rights to use 3 bands on Aug 4. 4

lion mobile phone subscribers from
the three expired bands to its existing
700MHz network.

However, there are some groups
of SIM cards used to enable device-
to-device connectivity such as GPS,
route tracking systems or even ATMs
that will require NT to soon propose
an updated migration procedure to
the NBTC.

The proposal must include details
of the compensation NT would have
to offer to users of such SIM cards who
are affected by this transition period.

Mr Sutisak said NT has informed
the NBTC that the company now pro-
vides its mobile service through its
existing 700MHz network nationwide
and through network roaming deals
with private telecom operators in the

areas that its 700MHz network does
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NT vows ‘smooth transition’

not cover.

In May, NT disclosed that its total
mobile phone service had 1.4 million
active users, of which 800,000 are on
the 700MHz network.

NT was formed through the merger

of state telecom agencies TOT and CAT
Telecom in 2021.

Prior to the merger, TOT partnered
with Advanced Info Service to pro-
vide amobile phone service on TOT’s
2100MHz band.

TOT also partnered with Total

Access Communication (dtac) on
TOT’s 2300MHz band.

CAT partnered with True Move H
Universal Communication on CAT’s
850MHz band.

True and dtac merged to become
True in early 2023.
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Chula carries out nation’s
inaugural 5.5G field test

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Chulalongkorn University’s Faculty of
Engineering has initiated the country’s
first 5.5G field test, paving the way for a
real-time navigation system and auto-
mated factories as well as 6G develop-
ment in the near future.

The university and related parties
jointly conducted this experiment
within its 5G-A Spectrum Joint Explo-
ration project in its regulatory sandbox,
running from late last year through Sep-
tember 2025.

Trairat Viriyasirikul, acting secretary-
general of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), said the NBTC office allowed
the university to set up the sandbox
for testing new innovations and tech-
nologies, including allowing use of the
upper band of the 6GHz frequency for
the testing phase of the project.

Telecom industry operators sup-
port the 5.5G network being used in
the project.

An NBTC source who requested
anonymity said Thailand is expected to
officially start using 5.5G technology by
the end of 2025 through a partnership
between Chinese tech giant Huawei
and local service providers such as
True Corporation and Advanced
Info Service.

The partnership includes the
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government sector, in line with the
Thailand 4.0 policy.

Chulalongkorn University’s 5G-A
Spectrum Joint Exploration project
recently invited related parties to pre-
sent their test results.

The test demonstrated that
5G-Advanced technology can transmit
data downlinks at a speed of up to 10
gigabits per second (Gbps), 10 times
faster than 5G technology for outdoor
usage, and a speed up to 1Gbps for
indoor usage.

5.5G, known as 5G-Advanced in full, is
aleapin technology that will upgrade the
entire mobile network system to be faster,
smarterand save more energy than ever.

It delivers a peak download speed
of up to 100Gbps, compared to 5G’s
10Gbps. It is ideal for real-time tasks
suchas augmented realityorvirtualreal-
ity, gaming and even remote surgery.

Currently, more than 60 network
providers around the world, including
those in China and Hong Kong, have
started offering 5.5G services after
3GPP, the telecommunications stand-
ardisation organisation, released the
first draft of 5.5G standards this year.

Abel Deng, president of Huawei Asia-
Pacific’s carrier sales business, said ear-
lier that a combination of generative
artificial intelligence and 5.5G would
unlock new creative and economic
potential in the Asia-Pacific region.
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