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EDITORIAL

Controls on DRONES must be flexible, up to date

THAILAND NOW HAS IN PLACE MEASURES TO GUARD AGAINST ACCIDENT AND INJURY, BUT THE TECHNOLOGY IS IMPROVING AND SPREADING FAST

introduced measures to control
airborne drones, which are
increasinglyinuse forrecreationaland
commercial purposes.But fewcitizens
are as yet aware of the requirements
andresponsibilitiesattachedto these
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs).
Moreneeds tobe done toeducatethe
public and, in the meantime, state
agencies willhave to be ontheir toes.
Concerned about the risks posed
bydronestoindividuals onthe ground
and to aircraft, the government in
October unveiled a set of regulations
covering their recreational, scientific
and commercial use. The machines

Thailand this past autumn

must now be registered. The rules are
welcome, but they must be consis-
tently enforced as well as fluid. With
the technology steadily improving,
countries far more technologically
advanced than Thailand have had to
repeatedly update their UAV legisla-
tion.

Britain, for example, has just
announced measuresthatincludegiv-
ingthepoliceincreasedpowerstohalt
andprevent the misuse of dronesand
imposing tighter controls on owner-
ship. The moves came after London’s
Gatwick Airport was shutdown for
three days over the busy Christmas
period as its runways were buzzed by
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drones, threatening the safety of air-
craft in flight. The United States has
federal laws on drone use and many
states have imposed additional con-
trols, reflecting the reality that usage
varies from place to place.

Canada strictly prohibits drones
near airports and at scenes of emer-
gencies and is on the lookout for
“drunk droning”. Flying drones while
intoxicated is not as yeta major issue
anywhere, but only because so few
people actually own drones. It’s easy
to imagine the problems that could
ensue, though, particularly in coun-
trieslike Thailand wheredrunk drivers
routinely ply theroads.
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Thailand now has designated
zoneswheredroneflightsareallowed
and has specified times of day and
safe distances from buildings, people
and vehicles. They can’t be flown
withinninekilometresofanairport,or
afterdusk. Foreignerswishing tosend
up adrone must first contact the Civil
Aviation Authority and National
Broadcasting Telecommunications
Commission. Anyone using drones for
commercial purposes has additional
legal steps to manoeuvre.

Thousands of Thais have report-
edlyalreadyregistereddrones.Thatis
in facta relatively low number, which
is blamed on the cost of doing so, but

the figure will certainly rise, as it has
in other nations. Anyone can buy a
droneinalmostany departmentstore.
Severaldeadlines forregistrationhave
come and gone, but controllingdrone
use will be a never-ending job for leg-
islators and law enforcers.
Moreandmoretravellersare pack-
ing UAVs among their luggage. There
can be no denying the potential that
drones hold forinnovators and entre-
preneurs. There's no denying the
potential for fun they hold for young-
stersandadventurerseither.Kidshave
demonstratedremarkableskillintheir
useingamesandsports, but of course,
when children get attached to a
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machine that could cause accident or
injury, that's when the adults have to
do some serious thinking.

Despite the benefits and possibil-
ities, the risks associated with drones
areveryreal,andwe'veonlyjustbegun
to get familiar with the machines.
People are buying them every day
without the requisite safety aware-
ness or conscientiousness. Our legis-
lators cannot be lackadaisical about
the potential danger. The measures
already introduced are sound, but
keeping abreast of advances in the
technology and changes in use willbe
essential. Matters could become very
complicated very fast.

Page: 2/2

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ EL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 help@ignewsclip.com

Clip: Black/White




uGabu
[ nsauts}

Matichon (Mid-Day)
Circulation: 950,000
Ad Rate: 1,550

Section: First Section/\F3¥3Na

Fuft: uns 14 unsAwN 2562

i9: 42 atufi: 14918 wW: 6(na) .
Col.Inch: 16.21  Ad Value: 25,125.50 PRValue (x3): 75,376.50 Asy: &8
paanu: Aewfusn: fliaang

fludn 1 audlviudeduis widnas
LNmﬁuﬂMwﬁnzﬁﬂwﬂ lasy fAmews
Wiudnealddulvyg wuudnitesley
fidrelunnn widmsuTumnEnT nam.

r— | 1
HULN&N9
§I05 Aumand Sefimszmihidumings

mlondhlamdsuda

dowaldl Tidfuieemazeiiudnhesls
fidavAnivunuauazMsuilatlumene
agynasmle Bunldh winsziemsun

a '

Hanmeingsea L fisdn wHueuly

L !
=] @

fn Alididenauusuy Selulvununu
Fwsle (@)

s gl wvadenalesinesls
Fuarlald mszidfmutesddia
“wmvnanmyvseaz [Uanmios uasons
e resanuwulyls”

nszduttneiletae valiiduilvgg
mawiulangInsuzas § A5

SHHY12: C-190114038078 (13 §.A. 62/07:10) wu 171

WiQN ewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

F¥n Bulviadan 1im | 888/178 enAsumnuwaen w17 auwmauin W NRNAT lwRUNaiY ngamny 10330
Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 #= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 help@ignewsclip.com




	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

