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Headline: NBTC starts Yaowarat cable work
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CHINATOWN

NBTC starts
Yaowarat
cable work

POST REPORTERS

Overhead cables in the Yaowarat area
are being moved underground.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC),
in cooperation with the Metropolitan
Electricity Authority (MEA), the Pro-
vincial Electricity Authority (PEA) and
licensed telecom operators, has begun
the work.

The work covers sections of Char-
oen Krung, Chak Phet and Maha
Chai roads under the 2025-2026
national plan to place communica-
tion lines underground through a
shared last-mile network model. The
programme is intended for nation-
wide implementation.

Suttisak Tantayothin, deputy sec-
retary-general of the NBTC, said the
first phase began on Feb 10, covering a
0.32-kilometre stretch from Yaowarat
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Soi3 to the intersection with Songsawat
Road on both sides of Yaowarat Road.

The project started ahead of sched-
ule, with the initial section expected to
be completed by mid-Februaryin time
for the Chinese New Year festival. The
entire Yaowarat route is scheduled for
completion by 2026.

The NBTC is supporting the under-
ground cabling initiative in line with the
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
(BMA)'’s broader infrastructure plan,
which includes installing utility net-
works along main and secondary roads.

Priority areas include routes under-
going public utility upgrades, locations
with dense overhead wiring, key tourist
districts and historic sites.

Once cable reorganisation in desig-
nated areas is completed, responsibility
for maintenance will be transferred to
the MEA and PEA.

Mr Suttisak said effective manage-
ment of communication lines requires
close coordination among agen-
cies to ensure systematic organisa-
tion, improved urban aesthetics and
enhanced public safety.

“The project will help create a more
attractive cityscape, promote tourism
and support the continued expansion of
the telecommunications industry,” he
said. “It will also strengthen Bangkok’s
economic and social potential in the
years ahead.”
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