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Headline: NBTC warned over court case coverage

Clip: Full Color

BROADCASTING

NBTC warned over
court case coverage

POST REPORTERS

The Office of the Administrative Court
has warned the NBTC over parts of a
pressrelease issued after a recent case.

In a statement, the court office
said information published on the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission’s website
and other media contained only parts
of Supreme Administrative Court Order
No0.952/2026 and incorrectly presented
the plaintiff’s arguments as statements
of the court.

In a statement, the court office said
information about the case published
on the NBTC's website and in online
and other media contained only parts
of the Supreme Administrative Court
Order No0.952/2026.

The Supreme Administrative Court
overturned a lower court’s refusal to
hear a challenge by NBTC Chairman
Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck against the
NBTC selection committee’s ruling on
his qualifications.

According to the statement, some of
the published information consists of
arguments made by the plaintiff in an
appeal, and not the court’s ruling or the
reasons for its decision contained in the
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court’s order.

It warned that publishing only parts
of a court order in a way that could
cause misunderstanding about the
court’s ruling and reasoning could be
in violation of the law.

Dr Sarana was selected by the Senate
as an NBTC commissioner on Dec 20,
2021, before being appointed NBTC
chairman by royal command, effective
April 13, 2022.

The dispute arose after the NBTC
selection committee ruled on July 21
that he lacked the qualifications to hold
office because he had failed to resign
from posts prohibited under the NBTC
lawbefore becoming eligible to assume
the commissioner post.

Dr Sarana disagreed with the ruling,
arguing the selection committee no
longer had the authority to determine
his qualifications after he had been for-
mally appointed to the NBTC by royal
command.

He later filed a lawsuit with the
Central Administrative Court seeking
an order to revoke the NBTC selection
committee’s ruling on his eligibility for
the position.

The Central Administrative Court
initially refused to accept the lawsuit.
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