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WORLD CUP

Better deal sought on broadcast rights

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

The House Committee on Sports has
urged the government to reassess nego-
tiations over broadcasting rights for next
month’s 2026 Fifa World Cup, calling for
efforts to secure the lowest price while
minimising the use of public funds
amid ongoing economic pressures.

Speaking at parliament yesterday,
MP Wacharapon Tomornsak, the
committee chairman, said concerns
remain over the potential use of taxpay-
ers’ money to secure live broadcasting
rights for the tournament, which will
be jointly hosted by the United States,
Canada and Mexico from June to July.

He said the committee believed
the limited time raises important
questions as to whether the govern-
ment should proceed under cur-
rent conditions.

One key concern is the time differ-
ence between Thailand and the host

countries, which could limit viewer-
ship and sponsorship opportunities.
Matches are expected to air in Thai-
land between 3am and 9am, making it
more difficult to attract advertisers and
private-sector backing to offset broad-
casting costs.

Mr Wacharapon also questioned
the reported price of the rights pack-
age, which media reports estimate
at around 1.3 billion baht. He said
additional expenses, including taxes
of around 300 million baht and techni-
cal costs of 100 million baht, could push
the total expenditure to 1.7 billion baht.

He said the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) had already lifted the “must-
have” rule, meaning public funds are no
longer automatically required to sup-
port purchases of major sports broad-
casting rights.

The committee believes the gov-
ernment should review how pricing is
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calculated and pursue fresh negotia-
tions with rights holders. Mr Wachara-
pon cited reports that China secured
a discount of around 20% and sug-
gested Thailand should seek simi-
lar concessions.

He also pointed to lessons from the
2022 World Cup in Qatar, where high
licensing costs, competition among
broadcasters and cross-border signal
leakage reduced incentives for private
companies to participate as sponsors.

The committee further warned of
potential social impacts linked to major
sporting events, particularly online
gambling, which could contribute to
debt and crime.

Mr Wacharapon said relevant agen-
cies would be invited to brief the com-
mittee on May 27 regarding negotiations
and the proposed budget, adding that
private-sector participation remained
possible if the government could first
secure a more favourable deal.
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