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Headline: Thaicom urges NBTC to rejig criteria for awarding packages

TELECOM

Thaicom urges NBTC to rejig
criteria for awarding packages

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

SET-listed satellite operator Thai-
com has recommended the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) give more
weight to bidders’ business experi-
ence in the criteria for awarding the
unsold rights to use two packages of
orbital slots.

According to Thaicom, more expe-
rienced companies are more likely
to have a successful satellite launch
to orbit.

The company made the proposal
at the recent NBTC public hearing on
the planned awarding of the rights via
a combined method of open direct
award and beauty contest.

The NBTC is trying to maintain the
country’s rights to use the two unsold
packages before their expiration dates,
especially the 50.5°East slot, which
expires on Nov 27.

These two packages were unsold
during the auction of five packages
last year. One package is the 50.5°E
and 51°E slots, while the other is the
142°E slot.

Thaicom chief executive Patompob
Suwansiri said the company is con-
cerned about some details regarding
the awarding conditions.

He said the conditions for the bid-
ders’ satellite business experience in
the beauty contest seem too broad.
Moreover, the bidders’ experience is
given less weight in tallying the winner,

said Mr Patompob.

He said the beauty contest gives 40%
weight to the possibility of the project’s
success, but only 25% weight to the
bidders’ experience when consider-
ing assigning the rights to use the slots.

The remaining weight is related
to financial aspects and benefits to
the state.

“I'thinkthe bidders’ business expe-
rience and the possibility of project
success are the most critical factors
for the unsold packages, especially as
there are only two months remaining

| think the
bidders’ business
experience and
the possibility of
project success
are the most
critical factors
for the unsold
packages.

PATOMPOB SUWANSIRI
Chief executive, Thaicom

to handle the matter,” Mr Patompob
said.

Previously the NBTC planned to
award the rights of the unsold pack-
ages on Aug 24 via an auction.

Only two companies picked up bid
envelopes, but they did not submit
them by the July 23 deadline. This
prompted the regulator to draft a new
awarding method, which led to the
public hearing.

Earlier a source on the NBTCboard
who requested anonymity said in con-
sidering awarding the rights to use the
orbital slots, the NBTC would give pri-
ority to proposals that focus on efforts
to help the country maintain the rights
to these slots.

The source said the rights
are expected to be awarded by
mid-October.

Mr Patompob said at the hearing
the timeline for the winning bidders
to procure the satellites and drag them
to the slots, within one month after the
bidding is finalised, is too difficult, put-
ting them at risk of failing to meet the
deadline.

“Iwouldn't say it’s impossible, but
it's very hard to get it done in time,”
he said.

Negotiations with the owners of
the existing foreign satellites, either
on frequency coordination or rental
and dragging their satellites to the Thai
orbital slots, cannot be started until the
awarding process is completed, said
Mr Patompob.
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PM vows faster flood payouts

New emergency alert
system to be set up

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA
CHAIRITH YONPIAM

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra
has promised to speed up compensa-
tion payments to flood victims and set
up a new emergency alert system.

She made the remarks at yesterday’s
first meeting of the flood, storm, and
mudslide situation administration and
management committee at Govern-
ment House to address the flooding
woes and post-inundation recovery
efforts.

The government has also set up the
flood victims assistance operations
centre, with Deputy Prime Minister and
Defence Minister Phumtham Wechaya-
chai as its director.

Ms Paetongtarn said that compen-
sation payments under the existing
criteria are not proportionate to the
extensive damage caused by flooding
in several provinces.

“Compensation should be speedy
and sensible. Compensation amounts
are restricted by the existing criteria,
but the damage is very considerable,’
the prime minister said, adding the
criteria need to be revised to ensure
more compensation.

“For example, flooding in Chiang
Rai's Mae Sai [district] lasted three days,
but damage was substantial,” she said.

Ms Paetongtarn also said a budget
allocation would be set aside to set up
a new emergency alert system called
“cell broadcast service”.

Former government spokesman
Chai Wacharonke previously said a
new alert system would be introduced
by mid-2025 that would send text alerts
to allmobile phone users in the country
in an emergency.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
gave the project the go-ahead following
a test by True Corp in July. AIS carried
out its own testing in March.

When triggered by an emergency
event, the system will send an alert
to all mobile phone users in Thai-
land, including foreign tourists. The
alert will be sent out in five languages

— Thai, English, Chinese, Japanese,
and Russian — along with images and
audio messages.

The emergency alert system isa col-
laboration between the NBTC, mobile
phone operators and the Department
of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation.

Cell broadcast technology allows
emergency warnings to be sent to all
devices connected to mobile networks
within a specific target area or across the
nation, depending on the importance.

A senior provincial official said
yesterday that the repair bill for flood-
damaged houses in Chiang Rai's Mae
Sai district alone is estimated at 500
million baht. The crisis is not over,
with many areas of the border town
still underwater.

Kanchit Chumpoodaeng, director of

the Disaster Prevention and Mitigation
office in Chiang Rai, said the damage
estimate was based on the number of
houses and shops ravaged by the huge
flood in the district and the official rate
set for repairs in the state budget, which
is 49,500 baht for each house.

He said at least 10,000 houses and
shops in Mae Sai were confirmed flood-
damaged, and he expected the number
torise as the water drained off and offi-
cials could conduct a thorough survey.

“The figures are only for housing
repairs. Other related expenses are not
included,” Mr Kanchit said.

Mae Sai district, especially the
municipality, was the hardest hit in
Chiang Rai province after the Sai River
burst its banks on Tuesday last week.
Residents said it was the worst flooding

in four decades.

Mr Kanchit said some areas in the
district town were still underwater and
could only be reached by Navy SEALs.
Helicopters were airdropping essen-
tial supplies to people stranded by the
floodwater and those who did notwant
to leave their homes.

Mae Sai district has opened 17 tem-
porary shelters for victims, and Chiang
Rai municipality two.

He said the situation in other flooded
districts was gradually returning to
normal, including in Muang district.

The flooding in Chiang Rai has taken
12 lives to date, with three people recov-
ering from injuries.
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