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TELECOM

NBTC requests longer suspension of satellite orbital slot

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The board of the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) recently approved
its office asking the International Tel-
ecommunication Union (ITU) to extend
the suspension of frequency usage for
the 119.5° East orbital slot, pending
Thaicom’s launch of a new satellite to
the position.

The regulator is concerned Thailand
could lose access to critical spectrum
rights tied to the position if the suspen-
sion is not extended.

The request must be submitted to the
ITU before June 8, ahead of a scheduled

meeting of the ITU'’s Radio Regulations
Board later that month.

Satellite operator Thaicom may be
unable tolaunch the Thaicom 9 satellite
to that position to replace the retiring
Thaicom 4, as originally scheduled for
2025-26.

Thaicom 4 is expected to retire from
orbit in mid-2026.

Thaicom subsidiary Space Tech
Innovation Co Ltd (STI) requested the
suspension of frequency usage at this
slot until Sept 30, 2027, citing force
majeure circumstances after satellite
manufacturer Astranis encountered
production failures affecting an entire
batch of satellites.

According to STI explanations sub-
mitted to the NBTC, one satellite in
the Astranis production line suffered
a short circuit in its motherboard cir-
cuitry, forcing a comprehensive review
and reconstruction of all five satellites
in the batch.

Underthe NBTC conditions attached
to the orbital slot licence granted in
2023, the licence winners are required
to deploy replacement satellites for
Thaicom 4 within three years of obtain-
ing thelicence, with launch guarantees
placed as financial security.

Thailand previously asked the ITU to
suspend the use of frequencies at the
orbital slot from 2023 to 2026 while it
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awaits deployment of a new satellite to
replace the existing one.

NBTC commissioner Somphop
Purivigraipong said the failure to
launch a replacement satellite on time
may not immediately affect Thailand’s
orbital slot rights, but could jeopardise
the country’s rights to use the associ-
ated spectrum.

FORCE MAJEURE

A source on the NBTC board said sev-
eral commissioners at the recent meet-
ing questioned whether manufactur-
ing difficulties faced by Astranis would
qualify as force majeure under Thai
and international laws, as the incident

may be viewed as a commercial issue
between the manufacturer and its client
rather than an external event beyond
contractual control.

NBTC officials told the board a pre-
liminary assessment found the case met
the required criteria for force majeure
under ITU guidelines, which include
unforeseen circumstances beyond their
control, direct impact and an inability
to fulfil contractual obligations.

The commissioners ordered the
NBTC office to review how force
majeure should be interpreted under
both Thailaw and international regula-
tory standards.

The regulator also requested further

clarification regarding potential penal-
ties should ST fail to launch the satellite
after receiving an extension, including
whether financial guarantees estimated
at around 100 million baht should
be forfeited.

In addition, the board demanded
contingency plans to ensure continu-
ity of services for existing customers
and satellite capacity support for gov-
ernment agencies in the event of pro-
longed delays.

NBTC officials said during the meet-
ing Thaicom initiated legal proceed-
ings to seek temporary court protec-
tion against any move by regulators to
confiscate the launch guarantee.
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