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HOT COMMODITY
AIS and True are expected to bid for the
3500MHz band at a planned auction in order
to enable 6G service. B4

TECHNOLOGY

Spectrum may pave
way for 6G service

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The 3500-megahertz band is expected
to attract two major telecom opera-
tors in the planned auction because
of its potential to pave the way for
6G service.

In terms of mid-band spectrum port-
folios, Advanced Info Service (AIS) has
50MHz of bandwidth for signal upload
and download, less thanrival True Cor-
poration, according to Pisut Ngamvi-
jitvong, senior equity research analyst
at Kasikorn Securities (KS).

The low bands are technically
defined as those lower than 1000MHz,
middle bands are those from 1000MHz
to 6000MHz, while the high bands are
beyond 6000MHz.

Mr Pisut said 3500MHz is the most
popular band in the global market for
offering 5G service.

The 3500MHz and 5000MHz bands
have the potential to be defined for the
6G standard by the World Radiocom-
munication Conference. The 3500MHz
band can technically cover a wider area
than 5000MHz.

The standard of 6G frequency is
expected to be officially announced
before 2027.

He said if the 3500MHz band is
auctioned, it will attract both AIS and
True because it will pave the way for
them to gain the upper hand in the
6G evolution.

Part of the 3500MHz band is used
by many digital TV broadcasters to air
their programmes via C-band satellite
dishes, as 60% of Thais view digital TV
programmes via a satellite platform.

All digital TV broadcasting licences
are set to expire in 2029.

The NBTC head oﬂica on Phahonyothin Soi 8. On March 18, the NBTC board assigned its management to schedule nuther

AIS, True eye 3500MHz band at auction

The bidding conditions of the
3500MHz band are expected to contain
a solution to migrate TV viewers from

C-band satellite dishes to the KU-band
satellite dishes to clear the way for the
bid winners to use the band.

A telecom industry source who
requested anonymity said if AIS grabs
part of the 3500MHz band, it might
focus services in Bangkok.

“This is to avoid possible complica-
tions when the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission

migrates TV viewers from C-band sat-
ellite dishes to KU-band dishes, which
are mostly in the provinces,” said
the source.

TARGETED BANDS

On March 18, the NBTC board assigned
its management to hold another public
hearing on the planned auction of six
mobile spectrum bands to ensure

—

public hearing for the planned auction of six mobile spectrum bands to ensure meaningful competition in the bidding.
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AIS is likely to bid for
the 2100MHz band,
while True Corp will go
for 2300MHz as they
are the bands both
operators have utilised
under the current
partnership deals

with state enterprise
National Telecom.

PISUT NGAMVIJITVONG
Senior equity research analyst,
Kasikom Securities

meaningful competition in the bidding.
The six bands are 850MHz, 1500MHz,
1800MHz, 2100MHz, 2300MHz
and 26GHz.

The hearing includes the plan to auc-
tion the 3500MHz band as the NBTC
is adjusting the timeline to auction
that range earlier than the originally
planned 2027,

The telecom regulator set April 1 as
the date for the public hearing for all
seven bands.

NBTC commissioner Somphop
Purivigraipong said yesterday the hear-
ing should result in the planned auction

News ID: C-250327001073 (27 Mar 25/04:32)

& www.dataxet.co

ofthe six bands being delayed for a few
weeks from the previous auction time-
line of May 17-18.

Telecom veterans expect AIS and
True Corp to vie for the 2100MHz and
2300MHz bands, despite their com-
plaints about the hefty reserve prices.

Mr Pisut said AIS is likely to bid for
the 2100MHz band, while True Corp
will go for 2300MHz as they are the
bands both operators have utilised
under the current partnership deals
with state enterprise National Telecom.
These contracts expire at the end of
August 2025.

He said the 1800MHz band could be
another target, especially for AIS asitis
the middle band.

“AlIS may consider all middle bands
such as 1800MHz, 2100MHz and even
2300MHz,” Mr Pisut said.

The NBTC draft determined the
1800MHz band'’s reserve price at four
times higher than the 2300MHz band.

Mr Pisut said if AIS grabs the
2300MHz band, the company will
have to invest in new related network
equipment because the company has
never provided services on this fre-
quency before.

NBTC commissioner AM Thanapant
Raicharoen said NBTC management
proposed at the board meeting on
March 18 that the 3500MHz band be put
in the hearing along with the planned
hearing of the other six spectrums.

AM Thanapant said NBTC manage-
ment proposed to auction the 100MHz
bandwidth of the 3500MHz band or
the spectrum range between 3300-
3400MHz in the planned auction of
those other six bands.
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Headline: Cyber law revamp nears finish

Clip: Full Color

Cyber law
revamp
nears finish

‘Minor issue’
concerning SEC

MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

A proposed amendment to an execu-
tive decree on cybercrime prevention
and suppression is expected to be
finalised within a week, says Digital
Economy and Society (DES) Minister
Prasert Jantararuangtong.

Mr Prasertsaid the draftlegislation
isunder review by the Council of State,
the government’s legal adviser.

He said there is aminor legal issue
concerning the law governing the
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC)and a possible overlap with
other laws.

Mr Prasert said that once final-
ised, the amendment, which aims to
enhance measures to curb cybercrime
and online fraud, can be published
in the Royal Gazette without needing
cabinet approval.

The DES Ministry-sponsored
amendment was proposed to cabi-
net on Jan 28 to better combat rising
cybercrime and expedite compensa-
tion for fraud victims.

The DES Ministry says over 400,000
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The
amendment
aims to
enhance

measures
to curb
cybercrime
and online
fraud.

PRASERT JANTARARUANGTONG
DIGITAL ECONOMY AND SOCIETY
MINISTER
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cybercrime cases were reported
between October 2023 and November
2024, resulting in damages exceed-
ing 42 billion baht. The ministry said
authorities urgently needed a legal
tool to better protect the public and
the economy.

Under the amendment, the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) or
telecom operators can temporarily
suspend phone numbers with sus-
pected links to cybercrime.

Under the law, peer-to-peer (P2P)
lending platforms prohibit the illegal
trading of digital assets. Service opera-
tors are required to suspend services
to suspected e-wallets.

A financial transaction committee
is authorised to expedite the return of
assets to fraud victims without waiting
for their cases to be finalised by a court
order. Finally, the change imposes
harsher penalties and heavy fines on
those involved in illegal activities.

These include a one-year jail term
and/ora fine 0of 100,000 baht for using
digital trading platforms to launder
money;, a five-year jail term and/or a
fine of 100,000 baht for illegal online
gambling, and a five-year jail term
and/or a fine of five million baht for
illegal trading of personal data.

Financial institutions and telecom
operators are also needed to take
responsibility for losses suffered by
fraud victims.
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