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WINNERS

Internet streaming

In one of the least obvious stories of last
week, the previously interesting National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) went completely
wobbly. It seems like only a few weeks
ago that Takorn Tantasith and his men
(only) group were going to bring down
Facebook, censor Google worldwide and
if necessary destroy Line for refusing to
take down social media posts and videos,
photos and audio that they disliked. And
then ... they're not. The NBTC manage-
ment, and Mr Takorn personally, bragged
they're just a cog in the Asean internet
streaming machine called OTT, for
“over-the-top” broadcasting, It’s as if the
group realised it can’t tax, it has no actual
censorship powers and it can’t prosecute
anyone — let alone the world’s biggest
news and video publishers. Oh, and
fingerprinting the entire country to push
a hare-brained e-payment system? That's
not happening either.
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