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CRIME

Ex-state official
detained over
contract fraud

Police have arrested a former state official
accused of orchestrating a 358-million-baht
contract fraud targeting 17 construction firms
across the country.

Officers from the Crime Suppression Divi-
sion of the Central Investigation Bureau
detained a male suspect, identified only as
Wasu, in Rayong under a warrant issued on
April 21.

Mr Wasu — a former National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
official — faces chargesincluding joint fraud,
forging official documents and misconduct in
public office.

Investigators allege he approached major
contractors in March 2025, claiming access to
two abandoned projects involving alternative
energy systems and electric vehicle charging
infrastructure, valued at more than 32 mil-
lion baht in total. He presented himself as a
coordinator able to transfer the projects, on
condition that companies paid a 6 million
baht facilitation fee.

Victims were invited to a staged meet-
ing at an office in Bangkok, where Mr Wasu
allegedly used his position and uniform to
lend credibility.

Forged contracts bearing official insignia
and fabricated signatures of senior execu-
tives were presented for signing. Believing
the documents to be genuine, one company
handed over 6 million baht in cash.

The scheme began to unravel when the
victim prepared to claim a payment of more
than 3.5 million baht for initial work. The
suspect sent a document with a QR code,
claiming it could be used to track disburse-
ment. However, scanning the code led onlyto
a generic website, prompting further checks
that confirmed the projects did not exist.

Police said the operation involved more
than one victim, with 17 firms deceived by
similar tactics that used fabricated contracts
worth more than 358 million baht.

A police officer involved in the case said,
“The suspect used forged documents and
impersonation to gain trust. We have secured
key evidence linking him to multiple victims."

The suspect has denied the allegations.
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