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Headline: NBTC meeting fails for ninth time over quorum
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BROADCASTING

NBTC meeting fails for
ninth time over quorum

POST REPORTERS

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
failed to hold a meeting for the ninth
consecutive time yesterday due to
an incomplete quorum, leaving 193
agenda items, including 82 urgent mat-
ters, unresolved.

Chairman Sarana Boonbaichai-
yapruck postponed the meeting until
today. Two commissioners, Pol Gen
Natthorn Phrosunthorn and Torpong
Selanon, joined the meeting online,
while Assoc Prof Somphop Purivi-
graipong was absent due to illness.

Air Marshal Thanaphan Raichar-
oen, emeritus professor Pirongrong
Ramasoota and Assoc Prof Supach
Suphachalasai did not attend. Among
the pending issues is Thailand’s par-
ticipation in the International Telecom-
munication Union’s Plenipotentiary
Conference in Doha, Qatar, in Novem-
ber, which requires cabinet approval.
The NBTC must also consider the
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Digital Economy and Society Ministry’s
request to use satellite orbital rights at
119.5 degrees east.

Acting NBTC secretary-general
Trairat Viriyasirikul rejected claims
the office had distorted a Supreme
Administrative Court order concerning
Mr Sarana, saying the information may
have resulted from a misunderstand-
ing. Three absent commissioners said
they had asked the office to arrange a
meeting based on a court order dated
Aug 31, which they said ruled that Mr
Sarana could no longer perform his
duties and that the remaining com-
missioners should continue working.
However, Ms Pirongrong said the six
remaining commissioners could meet
with at least four members present and
urged the office to allow them to per-
form their duties.

Commissioner Supinya Klangn-
arong said the NBTC should resume
its work to prevent a vacuum amid
numerous consumer issues await-
ing resolution.
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L
Data centre sector poised
f L] L]
or tighter oversight
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA Fourth, data centre operators should
be required to establish reverse logistics
The National Broadcasting and Tele- and disposal plans for electronic waste,
communications Commission (NBTC)  adopting renewable energy under a “Go
has welcomed the government’s deci-  Green” framework, including the use of
sion to establish a data centre policy solar power where appropriate.
committee, saying a more integrated Finally, they should be required to
regulatory framework is urgently source at least 50% of infrastructure
needed as Thailand continuesto attract ~ and supporting equipment from Thai
large-scale data centre investments. suppliers, including cables, poles and
Trairat Viriyasirikul, acting secretary-  related equipment, in order to ensure
general of the NBTC, said a commit-  the expansion of data centres generates
tee was needed as existing investment  greater economic benefits for domes-
promotion measures have allowed a  tic businesses.
large number of data centre projects Mr Trairat said the Board of Invest-
to enter the market without sufficient menthas promoted Thailand as a data
coordination among regulators. centre investment destination, approv-
The NBTC proposed five measuresto  ing investment incentives for 79-80
regulate data centres. First, they should  projects.
be located in designated areas with However, some operators have
appropriate zoning requirements to  developed data centres in unsuitable
ensure safety, infrastructure efficiency  buildings, raising concerns over safety,
and proper land-use planning. infrastructure and regulatory compli-
Second, the data centre opera- ance, he noted.
tors should have verification of utility Thailand moved too quickly in open-
supply contracts. Applicants shouldbe  ing the market to private data centre
required to submit electricityand water ~ investment as regulatory responsibili-
supply agreements to the NBTC before  ties remain fragmented among several
theirlicences are considered, ensuring  agencies, said Mr Trairat.
that sufficient utility capacity is avail- As of Sept 7, the NBTC had issued
able to support the facility. data centre business licences to 28
Third, data centres should have operators. Of these, 25 operators hold
dedicated infrastructure for electric- Type 1 telecom business licences,
ity, water and telecom networks to  while three hold Type 3 telecom busi-
prevent failures or disruptions at indi- ness licences.
vidual facilities from affecting wider Another three operators are in the
public infrastructure, noted the process of submitting documents to
regulator. the regulator.
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