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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NBTC takes legal action over unpaid fees

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
has told its legal unit to file a complaint
against legally authorised persons,
major shareholders or executives of
Chakrawan Panich Holding, the licence
holder of the shuttered JKN18 digital
TV channel, demanding the remaining
unpaid annual licence fees.

The unpaid fees cover the period
before the channel ceased opera-
tions. The company has to pay the fee
within 60 days of receiving the NBTC
notification to revoke its licence, said
NBTC acting secretary-general Trai-
rat Viriyasirikul.

JKN18, the digital TV channel
owned by fugitive entrepreneur Jak-
kaphong “Anne” Jakrajutatip, ceased

broadcasting on Jan 26.

The NBTC board convened on Feb
12 to allow the company to revoke its
licence, which was originally valid
until 2029.

Mr Trairat said the channel closure
does not have a critical impact on the
public as the channel was broadcast
free, meaning public compensation is
not needed.

However, any platforms that pur-
chased JKN channel content to air on
their networks can consider taking legal
action against it on their own, he said.

Set-top box operators and satellite TV
platforms will have to seek new content
to replace JKN's content, said Mr Trairat.

“If set-top box viewers or satellite
TV viewers are affected, they can com-
plain to their network service providers.
Under NBTC principles, the networks
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will be responsible for finding replace-
ment content or providing remedies
such as refunds or discounts for cus-
tomers,” he said.

On Dec 26 last year, the Bangkok
South Kwaeng Court sentenced Ms
Jakkaphong to two years in prison
without suspension after finding her
guilty of fraud. As she failed to appear
at the hearing, the ruling was delivered
in absentia.

The Stock Exchange of Thailand del-
isted the securities of JKN on Dec 27,
2025 due to JKN's disclosure of false
financial statements for 2023 and an
annual registration statement contain-
ing false financial statements, which
may have seriously and adversely
affected the rights or interests of share-
holders, or the decisions of investors, or
changes in the price of securities.
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