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Thaicom braces for
orbital transition

NBTC approves
interim capacity use

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

SET-listed satellite operator Thaicom is
unlikely to launch the Thaicom 9satel-
lite according to its original plan this
year, as US-based satellite manufacturer
Astranis has informed it of a delayin the
production process of the satellite set,
which includes Thaicom 9.

The board of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications

Commission (NBTC) on Tuesday
endorsed Thaicom'’s proposal to use
foreign satellite capacity from Korea-
Sat to provide services as areplacement
for the Thaicom 4 satellite, whose engi-
neering lifespanis expected to expire in
July, according to an NBTC source who
requested anonymity.

Thaicom 4 will be unable to main-
tain its orbital position beyond July 31,
mainly due to constraints in its onboard
power system.

Thaicom 4 has undergone two lifes-
pan extensions in recent years. Initially
scheduled for retirement in 2022, its
operations were first prolonged to 2024
and subsequently extended again in

Leasing transponder capacity from foreign
satellites is a standard business model
to ensure seamless service continuity for

customers.

SOMPHOP PURIVIGRAIPONG
Gommissioner, NBIC
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March 2024 for an additional year.

The latest extension was intended
to bridge the gap until the deploy-
ment of its successor, Thaicom 9,
ensuring uninterrupted service for
customers.

Despite these efforts, officials indi-
cated that a further extension is no
longer feasible, effectively marking the
end of one of Asia’s pioneering high-
throughput broadband satellites.

To mitigate potential service disrup-
tion, the NBTC has considered Thai-
com’s request to utilise the capacity of
Koreasat, alongside the use of interna-
tional gateway facilities within Thailand.

NBTC commissioner Somphop
Purivigraipong said such arrangements
are common practice in the satellite
communications industry.

“Leasing transponder capacity from
foreign satellites is a standard business
model to ensure seamless service con-
tinuity for customers,” he said.

He added that the move does not
affect Thailand’s orbital slot rights and
is not directly linked to the deployment
schedule of Thaicom 9.

Thaicom 9 will operate at the 119.5°
East orbital slot.

However, industry observers are
increasingly concerned that the satellite
may not be deployed in time to replace
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Thaicom 4 will be unable to maintain its o

Thaicom 4 by the end of this year.

Thaicom previously announced that
its subsidiary, Space Tech Innovation
Co Ltd, had contracted Astranis to build
Thaicom 9.

The satellite will utilise Astranis’
compact geostationary satellite design
for targeted, high-efficiency coverage.

Thaicom 9 is expected to enhance
broadband capacity across Asia, rein-
forcing Thaicom’s competitivenessin a
rapidly evolving regional market.

Previously, Thaicom chief executive
Patompob Suwansiri said Thaicom 9is

rbital position beyond July 31, mainly due to constraints in its onboardpower system.

set to be launched into space this year,
while Thaicom 10 will be launched
in 2027.

Currently, Thaicom operates services
through four satellites: Thaicom 4, 6,
7 and 8.

A telecom veteran who requested
anonymity added that the retirement
of Thaicom 4 underscores a broader
transformation within the satellite
communications sector, where opera-
tors are shifting from large, traditional
geostationary satellites to more agile,
cost-efficient platforms.
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For Thaicom, the telecom veteran
said, the coming months will be pivotal.
The company must navigate a delicate
balancing act between maintaining
uninterrupted service for its existing
customer base and executing a timely
transition to next-generation satel-
lite infrastructure.

He said that as the countdown to
Thaicom 4's deorbiting begins, the
effectiveness of these interim measures
— and the timely launch of Thaicom 9
— will be closely watched by industry
stakeholders and regulators alike.
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