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AlS budgets Bt40 bn on 4G roll-out

ANOTHER BT20 BN EARMARKED FOR EXPANSION OF 3G NETWORK

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ADVANCED Info Service plans to
spend Bt40 billion this year on the
roll-out of its nationwide fourth-
generation wireless network on the
1,800-meghertz spectrum, and
another Bt20 billion on the further
expansion of its 3G network on 2.1
gigahertz.

AIS chief executive officer
Somchai Lertsutiwong announced
yesterday that the company would
initially spend Bt20 billion thisyear
ontheinstallation of its 4G network
at 7,000 sites in 42 provinces.

A company source said ALS was
currently awaiting board approval
to spend an additional Bt20 billion
on the 4G network in the middle of
this year, which would give it a total
of 14,000 sites in 72 provinces.

Somchai said the Bt20 billion
earmarked to be spent on expand-

ing the 3G network would result in
the company covering 27,000 3G
sites nationwide.

Also this week, True Corp CEO
Suphachai Chearavanont said True
would spend Bt55 billion over three
years on the expansion of its 4G
service on the 1,800MHz, 2.1GHz
and 900MHz spectra, and on the
development of 2G service on
900MHz.

AIS, meanwhile, is hopeful of sign-
ingapartnership deal with TOT dur-
ingthe current quarter to provide 3G
service jointly on the state agency’s
2.1GHz spectrum, Somchai said.

AIS subsidiary Advanced
Wireless Network (AWN) current-
ly offers 3G serviceon 2.1GHzunder
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunica-tions Commission
(NBTC) licensing regime.

It won an 1,800MHz licence in
the auction held by the regulator in
November.

Somchai said AWN’s present
spectrum portfolio was enough to
provide a quality service to cus-
tomers.

AIS has a total of 38 million
mobile subscribers, of which 20 mil-
lion are active users of mobile data
service. Ofthe 20 million, morethan
10 million are expected to use 4G
service this year.

AWN announced the official
launch of 4G services from yester-
day under the name AIS 4G
Advanced, with a service area start-
ing with 42 provinces covering each
of the country’s regions, plus full-
speed packages and a wide range of
4G service centres. The company
targets full coverage in every
province by May.

After winning a 1,800MHz
licence in November, the company
has been conducting early trials
since last month.

“After we were awarded an

1,800MHz licence from the NBTC
on November 25, we went full throt-
tle in accelerating our network
expansion along with the develop-
ment of the fastest services in every
aspect, via a Bt14.52-billion budg-
et.

“Then we started inviting certain
customersto getthefirsttoucheson
their 4G experience in December,”
Somchai said.

AIS and True Corp each won a
1,800MHzlicence in the November
auction, while True and Jasmine
International each secured a
900MHz licence in the ensuing
NBTC auction last month.

Total Access Communication
(DTAC)hasalreadylaunched 4G on
1,800MHz, under a CAT Telecom
concession.

As AIS failed to win a 900MHz
licence, it is rushing to migrate its
12 million 2G customers on
900MHz to AWN by offering them
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subsidised handsets.
It has already migrated a million
of these users to AWN.

The 900MHz spectrum previ-
ously belonged to AIS under a TOT
concession. After its concession
ended last September, the NBTC put
the spectrum up for auction.

Somchai declined to comment
when asked whether AIS was in
talks with Jasmine International to
allowits 2G customers to roam with
thelatter’s QOOMHz service. Hesaid
AlShad paid acombined concession
fee of Bt180 billion to TOT during
its operation under the state
agency’s concession overthe past 25
years.

Pratthana Leelapanang, execu-
tive vice president for marketing at
AIS, yesterday said the companyhad
taken thisopportunity tolaunch the
largest full-scale mobile entertain-
ment application centre — AIS Play
- from which subseribers could
access 100 TV channels for live and
recorded viewing, movies from a
number of famous Thai and foreign
producers, series from Hollywood,
sports, cartoons and karaoke,
among other offerings.
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Headline: TrueVisions seeks injunction against NBTC fine in channel-arrangement row

TrueVisions seeks injunction against
NBTC fine in channel-arrangement row

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TRUEVISIONS HAS again sought a
Central Administrative Court injunc-
tion against the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC)'s order that all satellite and
cable TV broadcasters reserve chan-
nel numbers 1to 36 for digital terres-
trial stations.

Currently TrueVisions' satellite
and cable platforms are the only
ones failing to comply with the
order.

Last year TrueVisions filed a com-
plaint with the Central
Administrative Court against the
NBTC's order and sought an injunc-
tion. The court accepted the case for
consideration but declined to issue
an injunction. The NBTC now has
moved ahead and imposed a daily
fine of Bt50,000 on TrueVisions for
declining to follow its order.

As aresult, TrueVisions last week
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again took the case to court to seek
aninjunction against the fine.

On Monday, the NBTC also
imposed another fine on
TrueVisions, as the advertising dura-
tion on some of the channels it
broadcasts exceeds the legal level of
six minutes per hour. Under this
penalty, True has to pay a Bt1-mil-
lion one-off fine and another
Bt50,000 per day.

True has arranged digital TV
channels 3,7and 9in the 1-to-10
channel range on its satellite and
cable platforms. These digital sta-
tions are allowed to advertise longer
than six minutes an hour if they are
in the right channels, not in1to 10.
Being placed in the 1-to-10 range
limits them to six minutes.

True Corp chief executive officer
Suphachai Chearavanont said
TrueVisions was ready to follow the
court's ruling if it decides that the
company has to pay the fineand
obey the NBTC order on channel
arrangement.
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