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Headline: Digital TV operators seek NBTC support

HELP GALL

Digital TV operators urge the regulator to
come up with an action plan next month to
help them survive. B6

Digital TV operators
seek NBTC support

Regulator urged to
draw up action plan

NANAT SUCHIVA

Digital TV operators have urged the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) to come up
with an action plan to help them survive.

The NBTC's working committee held
the first meeting with 24 digital TV chan-
nel operators to find ways to help them
deal with difficulties stemming from the
bumpy transition to digital TV.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said 24 digital TV operators
demanded the regulator help them with
10 issues which they hope the NBTC can
address by the end of next month.

Among the issues are the delay of the
third instalment of auction fees on May
22, the extension of the digital TV channel
licence period from 15 years, and licence
suspension if operators post poor finan-
cial performances.

The digital TV operators demand the

regulator pay compensation for its fail-
ure to facilitate the smooth transition to
digital broadcasting.

Moreover, they insist the regulator
forces all TV platform operators to follow
the channel numbering rule, speed up
the distribution of the remaining sub-
sidy coupons, push for the multiplatform
TV rating, build public awareness about
digital TV, reduce payments for the USO
fund, and reduce expenses caused by the
must-carry rule.

“If the regulator doesn’t allow us to
delay payment of the third auction fee
instalment, some of us may not survive,’
said Adisak Limparungpatanakij, presi-
dent of Nation Broadcasting Corporation.

Thai TV Co's two channels, Loca
and Thai TV, went off air on Dec 1. The
company has reported losses of 300 mil-
lion baht.

In another development, CAT Tel-
ecom Plc said it would grant local cable
TV operators use of its fibre-optic network
for free if they want to broadcast on the
high-definition (HD) system.

The move came after CAT Telecom
reached an agreement with the NBTC to
provide the cable TV infrastructure to help

the transition to digital TV since Decem-
ber last year.

CAT Telecom acting president Col
Sappachai Huwanant said if local cable
TV operators could offer their customers
additional services such as HD channels
and broadband internet, they would see a
rise in revenue and thrive in the long term.

“The NBTC is supporting this as it
will help boost the prospects of the cable
TV business,” said Thawatchai Jittrapa-
nun, a commissioner of the NBTC.

If they can access the fibre-optic net-
work, more bandwidth will be available
for data transfer and offer higher accelera-
tion, he said.

Higher bandwidth will definitely offer
better picture quality and HD resolution.
Improved technology will help cable TV
operators maintain their customer base.

Vichit Aearevorakul, managing direc-
tor of Charoen Ying (8888) Co, said CAT
Telecom's fibre-optic network is now 80%
ready for the cable TV operation.

“T hope both local cable TV operators
and CAT will benefit from this project and
ifit can operate smoothly, it will be better
for the cable TV industry in the long term,”
he said.
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NBTC hears ideas on aiding digital TV industry

PROPOSALS INCLUDE ISSUING MORE VOUCHERS FOR RECEIVER

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

AT A meeting with key stakeholders
in the terrestrial-based digital-TV
industry yesterday, the broadcasting
regulator heard that it should seek
permission from the junta to issue 8
million more vouchers for digital
receivers, so as to cover all 22.3 mil-
lion households and speed up the
transition to digital TV.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral ofthe National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), chaired the meeting as the
head of a panel aiming to support
struggling digital-TV broadcasters.

Apart from this initiative, Takorn
said his administration would con-
sider revising fee collections, prima-
rily those forthe NBTC’s research and
development fund.

All 24 digital-TV licence holders
sent representatives to yesterday’s
meeting, along with other involved

parties, to brainstorm with the broad-
casting regulator to seek remedies for
troubled broadcasters and come up
with proposals to submitforthejunta’s
consideration by the end of February.

The NBTC had invited all 24
licence holders, the four providers of
digital-TV transmission services, and
representatives of the Finance
Ministry, the Office of the Attorney-
General, the Council of State and the
banks that guaranteed the 24 broad-
casters.

Adisak Limprungpatanakit, chief
executive  officer of Nation
Broadcasting Corporation, operator
ofthe Nation TV digital news station,
said he welcomed the response from
the NBTC and hoped that all of the
suggestions raised by the broadcast-
ers would be taken into considera-
tion.

Kematat Paladesh, president of
Bangkok Media and Broadcasting,
the operator of PPTV, said the broad-
casters had called for both financial

and non-financial support for the
whole industry. These included post-
ponement of the third instalment of
upfront licence fees scheduled for
May 25, and assistance with the cost
of cableand satellite TV transmission
and new TV audience ratings.

They also want the reduction of
the transmission-network leasing
fees for broadcasters along with
speedingup publicrelations activities
toraiseawareness about the new dig-
ital system.

The group alsowants the deadline
for redemption of digital-receiver
subsidy coupons extended.

The NBTC has distributed the
vouchers to 13.8 million households,
and 8.6 million have been redeemed
so far. But most of the distributed
coupons have expired, so the NBTC
should extend the opportunity for
those who have coupons to use them
until analogbroadcasting comestoan
end, the broadcasters said.

“The regulator should also issue
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about 8 million more vouchers so as
to cover all 22.3 million households,
including underprivileged and dis-
abled people, with the subsidy pro-
gramme,” Kematat said.

One topic raised by Takorn was
related to the desire of some opera-
tors to exit from the licence-based
regime. For instance, Thai TV Co,
operator of Thai TV digital news
channel and MVTV Family channel,
has said it wanted to leave the digi-
tal-TV business.

Suchat Chomkul, who appeared
yesterday at the meeting as legal rep-
resentative of Thai TV Co, reaffirmed
that company president Pantipa
Sakulchai wished to exit from this
intensely competitive businessto shift
her focus to being a content provider
for digital-TV channels.
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Banks outline woes of operators

SUCHEERA PINIJPARAKARN
THE NATION

BANK EXECUTIVES expressed disap-

pointment over digital TV businesses;
rapid change in the media landscape

is cited for the poorer-than-expected

performance.

Werasak Sutantawiboon, executive
vice president of Bangkok Bank, saidyes-
terday that the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) is likely to respond affirmatively
to the problems of digital TV operators.

While, infact, banks are not litigating

with the NBTC, the NBTC wants to hear
about the actual problems of the indus-
try, he said.

Thedigital TV operatorshavenot per-
formed up to the bank’s expectations,
however,thosethatarecustomersofthe
bank have a strong financial statuseven
though they have experienced lower ad
revenues. The bank will review the abili-
ty of its customers to generate revenue
fromadvertisingaswellastheiraudience
ratingsbecauselowratingshavehurtthe
revenueofdigital TVoperators. Thebank
has noneed toset up extra provisions for
digital TV customers.
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Suwat Techawatanawana, first sen-
ior vice president of Kasikornbank, said
the current problem of digital TV is the
changing platforms.

Digital TV is no longer the only medi-
umwithcontent.HighspeedInternetand
4G allow viewers to watch content on
demand from anywhere at anytime.

However, thebankhasmadea proac-
tive mave for this business by preparing
to convert the letters of guarantee into
long-term loans to ease any unexpected
problems, especiallyinthecasethat cus-
tomers are unable to pay their debts to
the bank.
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Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 2,050 Headline: CAT signs MoU to upgrade cable TV systems to digital
- Manop Tokarnka, president of
CAT SIgnS MOU CABSAT, said the association’s
members were required by the
t National Broadcasting and
0 u pgra e Telecommunications Commission
to upgrade their services so as to
cable Tv rearrange digital-TV channel
numbers and comply with its
Sy st e m S “must carry” rule.
. . CURRENTLY ONLY A FEW
fo dlgltal CABLE-TV OPERATORS CAN
AFFORD TO UPGRADE TO
USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY TO
CAT Telecom yesterday signed a COMPLY WITH THE RULES.
memorandum of understanding ACCORDING TO THE NBTC,
with the Association of Cable and
Satellite TV Network Providers THERE ARE 295 CABLE-TV
(CABSAT) to upgrade the analog  OPERATORS. OF
cable-TV broadcasting systems of “
many of the association’s mem- WHICH 193 ARE OPERATING
bers to digital technology.
CABSAT counts 30§};able—TV ON ANALOG.
operators in its membership. Of
that total, 193 are operating on an Under the NBTC’s channel-
analog system and the rest on dig- numbering rule, all cable and
ital technology. CAT aims for all satellite TV providers must
300 to use its fibre-optics system. ~ reserve channels 1 to 36 on their
This MoU will pave the way for ~ set-top boxes for digital terrestrial
the state telecom agency to access TV stations. Meanwhile, the
CABSAT members cable-TV sub- must-carry rule mandates all
scribers, totalling 3 million cable and satellite TV operators to
households. This will give CAT broadcast all 36 commercial and
the chance to offer its broadband ~ public digital TV channels.
Internet service to them. Currently only a few cable-TV
CAT acting president Colonel ~ operators can afford to upgrade to
Sanphachai Huvanandana said digital technology to comply with
the partnership would help the the rules. According to the NBTC,
agency bring fixed-line broad- there are 295 cable-TV operators,
band to CABSAT's subscribers of which 193 are operating on
nationwide. Currently CAT has analog.
only 30,000 broadband users. “This MoU is a win-win solu-
“After this MoU, CAT will tion for both sides, as CAT can
approach these 300 CABSAT gain more broadband users and
members one by one within two cable-TV operators can upgrade
months to upgrade them to CAT’s  to digital,” Manop said.
fibre-optics network. This will
proved a shortcut to connecting to
potential users nationwide,” he
said.
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